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PERSONAL
Date of Birth

:
5 May 1962
Place of Birth

:
Kandy, Sri Lanka

HIGHER EDUCATION

1982-1985

St David’s University College, Lampeter, Wales

Faculty of History

Course: BA in History

English and Medieval History 1066-1422, Imperial and Commonwealth History, Archaeology of Roman Britain, 19th and 20th Century Modern Britain

1985-1986

York University, Heslington, York

Centre for Medieval Studies

Course: MA in Medieval Literature and Society.

 An interdisciplinary degree course involving History, Literature and Art History. This involved the analysis of sources in Medieval English, French and Latin and included a dissertation on “Images of the East as Depicted by Medieval Observers and Travelers in Asia 1100-1400”

1986-1990

King’s College London,

Faculty of History

Course:  PhD in History

PhD under the supervision of Prof. Peter Marshall, formerly Rhodes Professor of Imperial History. The subject of the thesis was “Nabob. Historian and Orientalist. – The life and writings of Robert Orme 1728-1801”. The first official Historiographer of the East India Company, Robert Orme was a servant of the East India Company during the early phases of British expansion in India. He was the author of “The History of the Military Transactions of the British Nation in Indostan”, the first major historical work by an Englishman about India. The above research entailed the study of 18th Century manuscripts, correspondence, records and printed authorities. It ranges over 18th Century political thought, literature, intellectual and imperial history

SEMINARS, LECTURES AND CONFERENCES 
Nov. 1996
Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India.

 Paper entitled “The Construction of 18th Century Colonial India.”
Dec. 1996 
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, Teen Murti House, New Delhi, India. 

 School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India.
Paper entitled “Anatomy of a Revolution. The JVP Insurrection in Sri Lanka 1987-1989.”
Aug. 1998
Royal Asiatic Society of Sri Lanka,Colombo.

Special lecture “Ridi Vihare – A Treasure Trove of Sinhala Art and Architecture 250 BC-800 AC.” (Illustrated)

May 2000
Royal Asiatic Society of Sri Lanka, Colombo.

Special Lecture “Art in Ivory. The Carvings of Ridi Vihare.”  ( Illustrated)
Aug. 2000
Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India.

Dialogue on Democracy and Pluralism in South Asia. 

 Inaugural Workshop. Discussant

Sept. 2000
Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo, Sri Lanka
Special Lecture “Traditional Influences, Modern Style: The Art of Stanley Kirinde”. (Illustrated)
Oct. 2005  
Fall Lecture Series, Centre of South Asian Studies, University of Wisconsin at Madison, USA
“A Unique Culture. Art and Architecture in Sri Lanka 500 BC-1815 A.C.”
(Slide Illustrated)

Oct. 2005 
Women and Minority Artists Lecture Series, Virginia Institute of Technology, Blacksburg, Virginia, USA
“A Unique Civilization. The Evolution of Art and Architecture in Sri Lanka.”

( Illustrated)
Armory Gallery, Blacksburg, Virginia

“The Fusion of East and West. Modern Art in Sri Lanka.” (Audio-Visual Presentation)

Dec. 2005
Ann Arbor Public Library, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA
“Stupas, Statues and Frescoes. The Wonder of Ancient Sri Lanka.”  (Illustrated)

 Feb. 2006
Michigan Oriental Society, Detroit, USA
“Stupas, Statues and Frescoes. The Wonder of Ancient Sri Lanka.” (Slide Illustrated)

Scholarly Lecture Series, Centre for South Asian Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, USA

“A World in Harmony with its Environment: The Story of Art and Architecture in Sri Lanka” (Slide Illustrated)

Mar. 2006
Detroit Institute of Arts, Detroit, USA
“The Fusion of East and West. Modern Art in Sri Lanka”  (Audio-Visual Presentation)

Dec. 2006              9th  International Conference. Forum of Contemporary Theory

                              Knowledge Systems in a Climate of Creativity.

                              Udaipur, Rajasthan, India

                             “ Knowledge and Creativity. India, Sri Lanka and the Transformation of the 

                              Buddhist Inheritance” (Illustrated)

Feb. 2007            India International Centre, New Delhi

                             “Nothing in the Changing Way is Permanent.” Sri Lanka and the Buddhist 

                              Aesthetic (Illustrated)

Aug. 2008            Workshop on the Decorative Arts in Sri Lanka, Colombo, Sri Lanka

                             (American Institute for Sri Lankan Studies)

                             Craft, Culture and a Way of Life. The Rhythms of Kandy (Illustrated)

Nov. 2009            Lanka Decorative Arts Symposia, Colombo, Sri Lanka

                            “Decorating the Landscape Ancient Sri Lanka. The Use of Rock and Water 
                              as Forms of Art” 

Asian Art Week in London 2009
Nov. 2009            Royal Asiatic Society, London                                                                                                                                          Tradition, Change and Evolutuion. Art and Architecture in Sri Lanka (500 BC-1815 AD)
                             (Illustrated)                       
Nov. 2009            The Nehru Centre, South Audley Street, London
                             The Indian Inheritance and the Evolution of Art and Architecture in Ancient Sri Lanka.Transformation or Pale Imitation?  (Illustrated)
Nov. 2009             South East and South Asian Art and Archaeology Research 
                              Seminar, School of Oriental and African Studies, London
                              Art, Craft and the Patterns of Life.  Kandy.
                              The Last Kingdom of Sri Lanka 1650 -1815 AD (Illustrated)
Nov. 2009             Institute of Archaeology, University College London.

                              In Tune with the Elements. The Art of the Environment in Ancient 
                              Sri Lanka (Illustrated)
PUBLICATIONS

Articles & Essays


              Review Article. The Expedient Utopian: Bandaranaike and Ceylon” by 
              James Manor (Cambridge, 1989). MARGA QUARTERLY JOURNAL, 
              Vol.12, No. 2, pp 39-51.Published by Marga Institute Sri Lanka Centre 
               for Development Studies.

Nabob. Historian and Orientalist, Robert Orme. The Career of an East India Company Servant..Published in the JOURNAL OF ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY. November 1992, pp.363-376.

The East India Company and Sri Lanka, 1760-1796  in UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA HISTORY OF SRI LANKA 1500-1800. Vol II (Dehiwela, Sri Lanka,1995) pp 531-553.

                                            SINHALE AND THE PATRIOTS 1815-1818 by P.E Peiris 

                                            (Navrang, New Delhi, 1995).Introduction. pp iii-viii.

TRI SINHALE THE LAST PHASE 1796-1815 by P.E Peiris ((Navrang, New Delhi, 1995).Introduction. pp ix-xviii.

Book Review. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam and the Crisis of  Sri Lankan Tamil Nationalism, 1947-1977. A Political Biography” by A. Jeyaratnam Wilson in SOUTH ASIA RESEARCH 1996, Vol. 16, pp. 223-225 

The Changing Face of British India in INDO-BRITISH REVIEW, Vol 21, No. 2 (May 1996) pp 36-42.The East India Company Raj: Institution, Ideologies and Consequences. Ed. Douglas Peers. Published by Indo-British Historical Society, Madras.

Robert Orme (1728-1801) in NEW DICTIONARY OF NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY, Ed H.C.G. Mathew (Oxford University Press, 2000).

Knowledge and Creativity. India, Sri Lanka and the Transformation of the Buddhist Inheritance in  FORMS OF KNOWLEDGE IN INDIA. CRITICAL REVALUATIONS.  Ed. By Suresh  Raval, G.M.Mehta, Sitanshu Yashaschandra  (New Delhi, 2008), pp.119-136.

Visual Arts in INTERNATIONAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCES, 2nd Edition, Ed. William A. Darity, (MacMillan Social Science Library, 2007), pp 767-770.

Books


A TRAVELLER’S HISTORY OF INDIA 
(Windrush Press, 1st Ed. UK 1994, 2nd Ed. 1997, 3rd Ed. 2002, 4th Ed. 2006). Also published in USA, India. Translated into Chinese (2008) & Russian (2007)
254 pages.

THE WORLD OF STANLEY KIRINDE.
(Stamford-Lake, Colombo 2005), 335 pages, 135 plates.

      
                              RIDI VIHARE.THE FLOWERING OF KANDYAN ART

                                    
(Stamford-Lake, Colombo 2007)175 pages, 50 plates

                                            ELOQUENCE IN STONE. The Lithic Saga of Sri Lanka

                                            (Studio Times, Colombo  2008)

EMPLOYMENT
Nov.  1995  
Bandaranaike International Diplomatic Training Institute, Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall, Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Colombo 7, Sri Lanka
.

Visiting Lecturer. 

Series of lectures on “Decolonisation is South and SE Asia, Middle East and Africa”

1996
Sir John Kotalawala Defence Academy, Kandawela Estate, Ratmalana, 

Sri Lanka.

Visiting Lecturer (Honorary)

Series of lectures on “The Kandyan Wars 1803-1818”.

Series of lectures on “The Iraq-Iran War 1980-1988”.

Oct. - Dec. 1996

Centre for Historical Studies.  Jawaharlal Nehru University.  New Delhi, India



Visiting Fellow.

1997 -1998 
Post Graduate Institute of Archaeology, University of  Kelaniya, 407, Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Colombo 7.

Visiting Lecturer.

Course of lectures on “Art and Architecture of Sri Lanka 500 BC – 1815 AC” 

(Slide Illustrated).

1998  - 2000

The British School in Colombo . P.O. Box 72, Kotte, Sri Lanka

History Teacher & subsequently Head of Department of  Social Studies

(London GCE O and A Level)

Overall responsibility for teaching and coordinating of History, Geography, Economics & Business Studies. Administrative , Managerial and Supervisory functions and duties.

2003-2004

Director, Stanley Kirinde Project, 

Book project conducted under the patronage of 

                            

Late Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar, Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka.

                             
Sponsored by The Presidents Fund, Foreign Missions and Corporate Institutions.

Aim to produce a comprehensively illustrated study of eminent Sri Lankan     artist Stanley Kirinde, entitled “The World of Stanley Kirinde” which would fully represent the landscape, culture and heritage of Sri Lanka to the outside world. Responsibilities involved research, writing and production of book. Coordination, public relations and administrative duties involved in completion of project within a stipulated period according to contract deadlines.

2005-2006

Centre of South Asian Studies, University of Michigan,  Ann Arbor, USA

                            

Visiting Fulbright Fellow

Taught an Undergraduate Seminar Course in the History of Art Department: 

The Evolution of Art & Architecture in Sri Lanka (500 BC-1815 AC)

Classroom Presentations as Guest Lecturer:

Virginia Institute of Technology, Blacksburg, Virginia

                             
Michigan State University, Lansing, Michigan

                             
Siena Heights University, Michigan

2006-2007                  Centre of Contemporary Theory, Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, 

                           

301-302 Shiv Shakti Complex, 84 Sampatrao Colony, Baroda 390 007, India

                            

Visiting South Asian Fellow

                          

 Classroom Presentations as Guest Lecturer in Department of Fine Arts, 

                           

Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, India

August 2007                       Lecturer, Hayes-Fulbright Programme 

                                             Series of Seminars and Lectures on Art, Religion and Culture in Sri Lanka.

                                            On site at Mihintale, Anuradhapura, Sigiriya and Kandy, Sri Lanka.

2007- 2008                           Consultant.  Ceylon Tobacco.(BAT)
                                             Director of Book Project: Tobacco, Agriculture and the Land (2008)
                                             Sponsored by Ceylon Tobacco Company (CTC)
REFEREES  

Prof. Peter  Marshall   

Professor Emeritus, Kings College





Department of History





The Strand London WC1




Tel:  (44) -207 – 836-5454

Fax: (44)- 207 – 836 – 1799

 

E-mail:  petermarshall@braughing.fsbusiness.co.uk
Prof. Partha Mitter

16 Hawkswell Gardens

Oxford OX2 7EX

United Kingdom

Tel: (44) -1865-556-146

E-mail:  parthamitter@btinternet.com
Prof. Martin Powers

Sally Michelson Davidson Professor of Chinese Arts and Cultures

The University of Michigan

The Department of History of Art

110 Tappan Hall

519 South State Street

Ann Arbor

MI 48109-1357

USA

Tel: (1) -734-764-5402

E-mail: mpow@umich.edu
Mr. Tissa Jayatilaka 

Executive Director

US-Sri Lanka Fulbright Commission

7, Flower Terrace,

Colombo 7. Sri Lanka 

Tel: (94) – 1 – 2564176

Fax: (94) – 1 – 2564153

E-mail: tisj@sri.lanka.net
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