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Universitatea “Babes-Bolyai” Cluj-Napoca, Romania

Facultatea de Litere
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WWW Site of the Department of Universal and Comparative literature:
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CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

- 33 years of academic teaching and research activity (worked also for the literary press before 1990)
- PhD in Comparative literature
- four major international academic research scholarships (FEIE - London; Fulbright - Indiana University, Bloomington, IN; New Europe College (Columbia University, New York, N.Y.), Oxford Colleges Hospitality Scheme (St. John’s College), and other four scholarships received from the New Europe College in Bucharest, a distinguished Institute for Advance Studies 
- ten personal books (studies in comparative literature, mythology, literary criticism and political psychology), participation in more than 30 collective books (including The Facts on File Companion to the World Novel, ed. Michael D. Sollars & Arbolina Llamas Jennings, vol. 1-2, Facts on File, New York, 2008), 570 published articles and studies on topics concerning literature, mythology, the history of mentalities, literary criticism, political psychology

- six major literary prizes; various participations in international conferences
- member of 4 international editorial boards (of research oriented, academic journals)
- member of the Romanian Writers’ Union and of several academic and literary associations 
SPECIFIC SKILLS AND ABILITIES

- outstanding teaching and research experience, both at college and high school level

- strong editorial, managerial, and human resources experience acquired as the editor of a literary monthly and as the coordinator of a book collection edited by a big publishing house

- tactful organiser, good team member, but also available for pioneering work

- accustomed to extreme high motivation, order and correctness 

- good regional and international connections due to five languages currently used in work and communication (English, Romanian, Hungarian, French, German)

- good computer literacy 

EXPERIENCE

- 32 years of university and highschool teaching and research experience in Comparative literature, Romanian culture and civilization, political psychology, mythology, and the history of mentalities

- 7 years of managerial experience acquired as the director of the Echinox cultural journal, which currently publishes texts in five languages simultaneously

- 6 years of book collection coordinating experience, with the Dacia Publishing House in Cluj

- continuous tutorial and face-to-face academic work experience. I have coordinated more than 200 graduation theses so far, on topics concerning Comparative literature, Mythology, and Political Psychology

- 10 years of proofreading experience, with a literary journal, which provided a continuous ‘work under pressure’ training

EDUCATION

- 1999: PhD in Comparative literature, Babes-Bolyai University Cluj Napoca, Romania

- 1976: BA in Romanian & English Culture and Civilization, same university

- 1972: Bachelor in Humanities, Radu Negru High School, Fagaras, Romania

WORK CURRICULUM

- since 1990: Professor in Comparative literature and Mythology, Babes-Bolyai University Cluj Napoca, Romania, Faculty of Letters, Dept. of Universal and Comparative literature
DUTIES: main courses and pro-seminars in the history of world literature (major trends, social and historical background) and on special topics like: Mythology and Literature, the evolutionary relation between the hero and antihero, the Devil as literary topic, Nietzsche and his lirerary followers. Tutorial work, graduation thesis coordination, current and final marks and appreciations.

- since 1993: same position (part time job), Avram Iancu University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania

- since 1997: Associate Professor in Political Psychology, Babes-Bolyai University Cluj-Napoca, Romania, Dpt. of Political Science

DUTIES: psychological analysis of mass media dynamics and motivations, teaching of basic concepts of psychohistory, organising psychological media reading workshops

- between 1974 and 1976: editorial staff member; between 1993 and 2000: Director of the Echinox cultural and literary journal, Cluj-Napoca (shared directorship)
DUTIES: managerial work, editing, coordinating a 5-lingual editorial and technical staff , selling the magazine

- 1993-1994: member of the editorial staff of  TV Satelit, a review of the cable TV and film industry business

DUTIES: translating German channel TV previews and programs (RTL, 3-SAT, RTL-2), writing texts about current TV topics and shows 

- 1981-1990: proofreader of the Igaz Szo monthly literary journal, edited in Hungarian by the Romanian Writers’ Union

DUTIES: proofreading, translating from different languages into Hungarian and Romanian, managing copyright issues, editing and printing

- 1976-1981: teacher of English, School nr. 8 Tirgu Mures, Romania

DUTIES: teaching English language as well as topics of English and American culture and civilization to grammar and high school level students

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

- 1990: FEIE Scholarship; invited to London by The English Centre of PEN

- 1992: Fulbright Scholar, Russian and East European Institute, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN (coordinator: Prof. Matei Calinescu – calinesc@indiana.edu)
- 1996-1997: fellow of the New Europe College, Bucharest; Visiting Scholar, Dpt. of History, Columbia University, New York, N.Y & The Institute for Psychohistory, New York

- 1998-2001: RELINK Fellow, New Europe College, Bucharest

- 1999: Visiting Scholar, The Institute for Psychohistory, New York

- 1999: East European Scholar, St. John’s College, Oxford, UK (through the Oxford Colleges Hospitality Scheme)

- 2000, Visiting Scholar, Columbia University, NYC, US

- 2001, Visiting Scholar, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, US

PUBLICATIONS

10 personal books, 45 participations in collective works, 550 articles and essays
Personal books:
Gradina magistrului Thomas [Master Thomas'  Garden]. Essays. 198 p. Didactical and Pedagogical Publishing House, Bucharest, 1995 ("Akademos" Collection); Xenograme [Xenograms].Literary critics and political texts. 270 p. Cogito Publishing House, Oradea, 1997; Visul lupului de stepa [The Steppenwolf's Dream]. Essays. 251 p. Dacia Publishing House, Cluj-Napoca, 1999; De la Herakles la Eulenspiegel. 1. Eroicul [From Herakles to Eulenspiegel. 1. The Heroic], 350 p. Dacia Publishing House Cluj, 2001; Opoziţii constructive [Constructive oppositions]. Cultural and political essays. LIMES Publishing House, Cluj-Napoca, 2002, 168 p.; Matei Calinescu. A monography. Aula Publishing House, Braşov, 2002, 120 p. ; Cercul de gratie [Circle of Grace]. Literary criticism. Paralela 45 Publishing House, Pitesti-Bucureşti, 2003, 278 p.; Proza fantastica a lui Mircea Eliade. Complexul Gnostic [Mircea Eliade’s Fantastic Fiction. The Gnostic Complex]. Essay.  Biblioteca Apostrof Publishing House, Cluj-Napoca, 2003, 210 p.; Mitologie generala [General Mythology]. An introduction to mythology. Vol. I. LIMES Publishing House, Cluj-Napoca, 2004, 200 p.; Despre Thomas Mann si alte eseuri [On Thomas Mann and Other Essays], Biblioteca Apostrof Publishing House, Cluj-Napoca, 2005, 170 p.; O carte pe saptamana [A Book per Week]. Literary criticism, 298 p. Ideea Europeana/Contemporanul Publishing House, Bucharest, 2007. 

MEMBERSHIPS:
- member of the Romanian Writers’ Union and founding member of the Professional Romanian Writers’ Union (ASPRO)

- founding member of the Echinox and Apostrof Cultural Foundations

- founding member of the European Cultural Institute, Krakow, Poland (1993)

- member (alumnus) of the New Europe College, Bucharest
LANGUAGE SKILLS:

Romanian, Hungarian, English, French, German (poor)
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