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EDUCATION: 

University of Chicago, Department of Near Eastern Languages & Civilizations
Ph.D. with honors (Persian Language and Literature), 1999 

New York University
M.A. (Classics), 1990

B.A. (Humanities), 1987 
 

FELLOWSHIPS: 

Harvard University, History of Art and Architecture Department
Aga Khan Fellow, September 2008-May 2009 

Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin (Institute of Advanced Study), Berlin, Germany
Junior Fellow (Working Group on Islam and Modernity), October 2003-June 2004 
 

TEACHING: 

Boston University, Department of Modern Languages & Comparative Literature
Assistant Professor of Persianate & Comparative Literature, September 2009-

Senior Lecturer in Persian, September 2004-2009 

Harvard University, Department of Sanskrit & Indian Studies
Visiting Lecturer, academic years 2000-03; 2004-05; 2006-present 

Harvard University, School of Continuing Education
Instructor for Persian, September 2002-June 2003 

Tufts University, Experimental College
Visiting Lecturer for Urdu/Hindi, September 1999-May 2000 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Books: 

Persian Poetry at the Indian Frontier: Mas‘ûd Sa‘d Salmân of Lahore. Delhi: Permanent Black, 2000. (Persian translation forthcoming, Tehran) 

Amir Khusraw: Poet of Sultans and Sufis (Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2005), in the series edited by Patricia Crone, “Makers of the Muslim World.” 

The Necklace of the Pleiades: Studies in Persian Literature Presented to Heshmat Moayyad on his 80th Birthday, co-edited with Franklin Lewis (Amsterdam: Rozenberg; West Lafayette: Purdue University Press, 2007) 

Edition of the 19th century Indo-Persian travelogue of Navab Mir Laikali Khan, Salar Jang II, Vaqayi‘-i musāfirat, co-edited with Omar Khalidi (Tehran: Nashr-i Tarikh, 2008) 

From Colonial Bombay to Edwardian London: The Life and Travels of Atiya Fyzee Rahamin, co-authored with Siobhan Lambert-Hurley (Delhi: Oxford University Press, forthcoming) 

Co-editor (with John Perry) of Persian Literature in the South Asian Sub-Continent, Anatolia, Central Asia (ca. 1500–1925), and Judeo-Persian Literature, part of a 14-volume series, A History of Persian Literature , General Editor, Ehsan Yarshater (London: I.B. Tauris, 2008-) 

Chapters in Books: 

“Pakistani-American Literature.” In New Immigrant Literatures in the United States: A Sourcebook to our Multicultural Literary Heritage (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1996). 

“The Sufi-Poet-Lover as Martyr: ‘Attār and Hāfiz in Persian Poetic Traditions.” In Martyrdom in Literature: Visions of Death and Meaningful Suffering in Europe and the Middle East from Antiquity to Modernity (Wiesbaden: Reichert, 2004). 

“Atiya Begum and the Mystery of the Beloved’s Identity in Shibli Nomani’s Persian Ghazals.”

In Poetry's Voice, Society's Norms. Forms of Interaction between Middle Eastern Writers and Their Societies (Wiesbaden: Reichert, 2006). 

“Wandering Quatrains and Women Poets in the Khulāsāt al-ash‘ār fī al-rubā‘īyāt.” In The Treasury of Tabriz: The Great Il-Khanid Compendium (Leiden: Rozenberg, 2007). 

“Generic Innovation in Sayfî Bukhârâî’s Shahrâshûb Ghazals.” In Ghazal as a Genre of World Literature: The Ottoman Ghazal in Its Historical Context (Beirut: Orient-Institut der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft, 2006). 

“Novelty, Tradition and Mughal Politics in Nau‘i’s Suz u Gudaz.” In The Necklace of the Pleiades: Studies in Persian Literature Presented to Heshmat Moayyad on his 80th Birthday (Amsterdam: Rozenberg; West Lafayette: Purdue University Press, 2007). 

“Celebrating Writing and Books in Safavid and Mughal Court Poetry,” In Écrit et culture en Asie centrale et dans le monde turco-iranien, XIVe-XIXe siècles / Writing and Culture in Central Asia and the Turko-Iranian World, 14th-19th centuries. Edited by Francis Richard and Maria Szuppe. (Paris: Association pour l'Avancement des Etudes Iraniennes, 2009). 

Journal Articles: 

“Mas‘ūd Sa‘d Salmān and the Topos of Exile in Ghaznavid Poetry.” Harvard Middle Eastern and Islamic Review 5 (1999-2000): 40-57. 

“The Land of Darkness: Images of India in the Works of Some Safavid Poets.” Studies on Persianate Societies 1 (2003): 97-110. 

“Hāfiz’s Sāqīnāmah: The Genesis and Transformation of a Classical Poetic Genre.” Persica (2003): 75-83. 

“Amir Khusraw and the Genre of Historical Narratives in Verse.” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East. XXII, no. 1 (2003): 112-118. 

“The City of Beauties in the Indo-Persian Poetic Landscape.” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East. XXIV, no. 2 (2004): 73-81. 

“Urdu and Persian Scholarly Publishing in Contemporary Gujarat (India).” Annual of Urdu Studies, 20 (2005): 296-302. 

“Translating Gender: Āzād Bilgrāmī on the Poetics of the Love Lyric and Cultural Synthesis.” The Translator, Special Issue Nation and Translation in the Middle East edited by Samah Selim, 15/1 (2009): 87-103. 

Encyclopedia Articles: 

Mas’ud Sa’d Salmān; Amir Khosrow: Khamseh; Naw’i Khabhushāni. In Encyclopaedia Iranica (New York) 

Women, Gender and Love: Pre-modern Discourses. In Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic Cultures (Leiden: Brill) 

Abū al-Barakāt Munīr Lāhūrī; Abū Tālib Tabrīzī; Ashraf Māzandarānī; Mas’ud Sa’d Salman. In Encyclopedia of Islam 3 (Leiden: Brill) 
 
 

Translations: 

Tajik poems, a short story and essay in World Literature Today (Summer 1996), special issue on Central Asia. 

Hūshang Gulshīrī’s Persian short story, “The Innocent 2” in Black Parrot, Green Crow: A Collection of Short Fiction, edited by Heshmat Moayyad (Mage Publishers, 2003). 

Urdu travelogue, Zamana-i Tahsil, by Atiya Fyzee (in From Colonial Bombay to Edwardian London) 

Translations of Persian and Hindi poems by Amir Khusraw (with Paul Losensky). In the Bazaar of Love: The Poetry of Amir Khusraw (under contract with Penguin India). 

 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND SERVICE: 

· Member, Association for the Study of Persianate Societies, International Society for Iranian Studies, American Institute of Afghanistan Studies 

· Council Member, International Society for Iranian Studies (2006-2008) 

· Editorial Board, Journal of Persianate Studies 

· Articles reviewed for Harvard Middle Eastern and Islamic Review, Journal of the American Oriental Society, Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East, Islamic Studies, and Iranian Studies 

· Manuscripts reviewed for Routledge, University of California Press, Harvard University Press 

· Consultant to the Sackler Art Museum, Department of Islamic and Later Indian Art; contributed translations and entries to exhibition catalogues 

· External examiner for a D.Phil. thesis at the Oriental Institute, University of Oxford 

· Third reader on the dissertation committees of one student at the University of Vienna, one student at Tufts University, and four students at Harvard University 

· Organized lecture series, Cultural Perspectives: Lecture Series on North Africa, Middle East and South Asia, with Women’s Studies Program, Boston University, 2004-2005 

· Served on search committees at Boston University: for a professor in Turkish studies, Spring 2005; lecturer in Arabic, Spring 2006 

· Outreach lectures at various institutions in the USA, Europe, India and Pakistan 

· Co-curator of two exhibitions: “Proclamations of Immortality: Rumi’s Works in Modern Editions,” Houghton Library, Harvard University, 1 May-18 August 2007; “On the Path of Madness: Representations of Majnun in Persian, Turkish, and Indian Painting,” Arthur M. Sackler Museum, Harvard University, September 27, 2007-February 10, 2008, 

(http://www.artmuseums.harvard.edu/exhibitions/sackler/madness.html).  
 

AWARDS: 

University of London, SOAS, Research Assistantship, May-July 2008

Harvard University, South Asia Initiative Faculty Grant, Summer 2008 

Canadian Centre for Architecture, support grant, November 2007

Boston University, Humanities Foundation, for workshop on travel writing, 2006-07

American Institute of Iranian Studies, dissertation writing fellowship, 1997-98; publication

      subvention grant, 2007

Whiting Foundation, dissertation writing fellowship, 1997-98

University of Chicago, Committee on Southern Asian Studies, fellowship, 1996-97

Mellon Foundation, fellowship for summer study in Iran, 1993 

