Prof. Ari Sitas is currently a Fellow at the Institute of Advanced Study at the Jawaharlal Nehru University.  He is a South African sociologist, writer, civic activist and policy adviser. He is the chair of Industrial, Organisational and Labour Studies at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban. 

As a sociologist- he has served as the President of the South African Sociological Association, vice-president of the International Sociological Association and currently he serves on the executive of the African Sociological Association. He has also served as the Dean of Social Sciences at the University of Natal and has been a senior research fellow at the University of California, Berkeley 

As a writer, dramatist and poet, Ari Sitas is canonised in South Africa: a founder of the workers' and people's theatre movement in the anti-apartheid struggle and a canonised poet whose works are considered to be defining in the post-1980s period.     

As a civic activist he has been (after a period of leadership on the cultural side of the liberation movement in South Africa) .he has also served as a provincial Trustee of the African Renaissance Development Trust. He now serves on the Chris Hani Institute (the think-tank of the "Alliance" in South Africa) and is involved in trade union Education programmes through the Workers' College. He is also involved with Ela Gandhi on a number of Neo-Gandhian initiatives.
As a policy adviser he has just finished drafting, after being seconded to the African Union, the Implementation Strategy for the Accelerated Industrial Development of Africa where he was seconded to the African Union. The Strategy has been adopted by the Ministers of Industry and is expected to be adopted at the Heads of State meeting in January 2009.  He has served also as the Cyprus Co-ordinator- Research on Reconciliation, Republic of Cyprus, (2005-7) He has also served on Poverty Alleviation Programmes in the city of Durban, the provincial department of Economic affairs and the national ministry of Trade and Industry and for the KwaZulu-Natal Economic Council on job creation, youth employment and information technology. 

He is also part of the award-winning Global Studies Programme co-taught by the Universities of Freiburg, KwaZulu-Natal and Jawaharlal Nehru University.  
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Current Research Projects 
 

Cultural Trauma Research Project. Led by Jeffrey Alexander through the Yale Laboratory onCultural Sociology and involves 12 theorists/researchers from allover the world. 

Emerging Powers: Freiburg, New Delhi, KwaZulu-Natal, Bologna, Recife, Buenos Aires, Bangkok-based academics. I lead the cluster on Livelihoods and Livelihoods Systems. 

Co- Researching dispositions of COSATU Shop Stewards and ANC Branch Members over the post-Polokwane reality. 

With Lungisile Ntsebeza and Gillian Hart Urban and Rural Interconnections- the Labour/Land Questions and Post-Apartheid Redress. 

Agreement in principle with Sociology Departments at Makerere, dare s Salaam and Botswana  for  a joint research project on livelihoods in African cities. 

