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Educational Background: 

Ph.D., English, The Ohio State University. October, 2006.   
Dissertation: Long-distance Nationalism: Persuasive Invocations of Militant Hinduism in North   

America.

Committee: Wendy Hesford (Director), James Fredal, Hugh Urban.

M. A, English, Benaras Hindu University, Benaras, India , July 1999.
B.A. with honors in English, (minors: Bengali Literature and Political Science) Loreto College, University of Calcutta, July 1997.

Current Appointment
Lecturer, Program in Writing and Rhetoric , Stanford University
Other affiliations

Affiliated faculty and member of Advisory Board, Center for South Asia

Publications
“Gods in the Backyard: HSS and Reorientation of Hindu Myths” Asian American Rhetoric Eds. LuMing Mao and Morris Young, Utah State University Press, 2009 (Honorable Mention, Mina P. Shaughnessy Award, Modern Language Association of America, 2009)
“Democracy’s Other Discourse: The Religious Roots of Political Rhetoric in the Hindu 

Tradition” under review JAC.
Papers and Presentations
“The Intolerant Secular” Invited lecture at the Race and Faith Faculty Salon, Center for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity, June 4, 2009.

“The Rhetorical Production of Race” Conference of College Composition and Communication, San Francisco, California, March 11 – 14, 2009
“Dilemmas In Indian Epics” Rhetoric Society of America, Washington, Seattle, May 23-26, 2008  

 “The Rhetoric of Hindu Economics” Summer Fellowship Presentation, The Ohio State 
University, October 2004

“Re-enacting the Bhagavad Gita in South Asian Politics” Rhetoric Society of America, 
University of Texas at Austin, May 21-23, 2004.
“The Spectrum of Reception of Indian Rhetoric”, Conference on South Asian Studies, University
of California – Berkeley, February 13-14, 2004.
“Between Art and Nature: The Partition of India in the Third Space of Memory” 4th Biennial 


Feminism and Rhetoric Conference, The Ohio State University, October 23-25, 2003.

“On ‘other’ Roads: Pushing the Disciplinary Frontiers of Rhetoric” 18th Biennial Penn State 
Conference on Rhetoric and Composition, Penn State University, July 6-8, 2003.

 “Crossing the borders, Creating the boundaries: A comparative study of Indian and Western

Rhetorical traditions ” Annual Convention of the American Comparative Literature
Association. San Marcos, California, April 4-6, 2003

“Different Colors, Diverse Texts,” Conference of College Composition and 
Communication. Chicago, Illinois, March 21-23, 2002.

“Negotiating the Difference: Diasporic Experiences of Expatriate Indian Women Poets” 
Presented at the Annual Conference of English Literature of the SAARC Countries. 
December 1998, Benaras, India. 

Courses taught
· Gods, Guns and Globalization

· Such a Long Journey: South Asian Diaspora in the World

· Hollywood Bollywood: The rhetoric of India in Global Cinema

· Asian American Rhetoric
· Critical Race Studies

· The Rhetoric of Social Protest

· The Rhetoric of Fiction – An Introduction to the Study of Prose Narrative  

· Visual Rhetoric
· Anglophone African Fiction

· The US Experience: Literature, Race and Ethnicity

· Analytical Writing

· Varieties of Writing

· Introductory Writing

Teaching Interests

· Rhetoric and Critical Theory

· Global Cultural Studies

· Discourse Analysis

· Diasporic and Postcolonial Cultures

· Composition and Literacy Studies

Awards

The Arthur Meier Schlesinger, Sr. Fellowship, The Ohio State University, 2006.

International Dissertation Research Travel Grant, The Ohio State University, 2005.

Summer Fellowship, The Ohio State University, 2004. 

Graduate Teaching Assistantship, The Ohio State University, 2002 – 2005.

Katharine C. Turner Scholarship, Arizona State University, 2002-2003 (declined).

Grannis Scholarship, Iowa State University, 2000-2001 (declined).

Award for best Paper, National Graduate Student Conference, M.S. University of Baroda, India 


1998.

Professional and Related Work Experience

Administrative Assistant, Rhetoric and Composition Program, The Ohio State University, 2003-

2005.

Assistant Coordinator, 4th Biennial Feminism and Rhetoric Conference, The Ohio State 


University, Fall 2003.

Writing Across the Curriculum Consultant, Bowling Green State University, Spring 2002.

Online-Tutorial Consultant, Bowling Green State University, Spring 2002.

English Graduate Organization Representative, Bowling Green State University, 2001-2002. 

Selected Graduate Coursework

Persuade Me to Remember: Rhetoric of Memorialization. (Nan Johnson)

Historiography of Rhetoric (Wendy Hesford)

Orality and Literacy: The Rhetoric and Politics of Public Address Systems (Margaret Mills)

20th Century Religious and Cultural Reform Movements in India (Hugh Urban)

Theory and Methods of Criticism (Valerie Rohy) 

Teaching of Writing (Richard Gebhardt)

History of Rhetoric and Written Discourse (Sue Carter Simmons)

Computer-mediated Writing: Theory and Practice (Kris Blair)

Research in Rhetoric and Writing (Kris Blair)

Interpretations of Culture (Nina Berman)
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Andrea Lunsford, Department of English, Stanford University, (lunsford@stanford.edu) 
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Jim Fredal, Department of English, The Ohio State University (fredal.1@osu.edu) 

Hugh Urban, Department of Comparative Studies, The Ohio State University 

(urban.41@osu.edu)
Professional Affiliations

Conference on College Composition and Communication.

National Council of Teachers of English.

Modern Language Association of America. 

American Comparative Literature Association. 

South Asian Literature Association.

