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Madras Christian College, University of Chennai, B.A. (1st rank), 1985 
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Teaching Areas 
Eighteenth-century Literature, Romantic-Period Literature, Indian Literature in English. 

I am the Level 2 Convenor for English at Queen’s University Belfast and Module Convenor for ENG2062, Eighteenth-Century and Romantic Literature (Level 2) and ENG3075, Discovering the Orient, 1660-1832 (Level 3).    

Selected Publications 

Book
--Revisionary Gleam: De Quincey, Coleridge and the High Romantic Argument (Liverpool University Press, 2000)

A fine piece of scholarship [...] packed with new information on De Quincey, and his critical engagement with Coleridge, Wordsworth, Burke, Kant and others.  Roberts subtly and convincingly brings overlooked dimensions of De Quincey’s politics fully to the fore, and examines important De Quincey essays often left to one side.  His reading of the Liverpool circle and the 1803 Diary are particularly impressive, and will undoubtedly lead to important reassessments of this period in De Quincey’s development.
Reader’s Report for Liverpool University Press. 

Editions
-- The Curse of Kehama, Volume 4 of The Works of Robert Southey, 1793-1810, 5 vols. (London: Pickering and Chatto, 2004).

Southey’s considerable prelaureate output, from the radical 1790s to the wide-ranging experiments of the next decade, has not received the editorial treatment that current critical discussion of the Romantic period requires (the last complete edition was Southey’s own late-laureate self-canonizing). Lynda Pratt, Tim Fulford, and Daniel John Sanjiv Roberts have provided five volumes constituting a stellar critical edition, with reports on the significant revisions that many of these texts underwent from manuscript to first publication to final Southey-supervised Poetic Works. The editorial matter is scrupulous, informative, and generative, resulting in a rich scholarly resource that should now be the long-needed standard edition. 
Timothy Brennan (University of Minnesota); Arthur Marotti (Wayne State Univ.); and Susan Wolfson (Princeton Univ.), Chair, Selection Committee, Modern Language of Association, Distinguished Scholarly Edition, biennial prize 2003-04. 

-- Autobiographic Sketches, Volume 19 of The Works of Thomas De Quincey, (London: Pickering and Chatto, 2003). 

If the sobriquet “standard” is the prize to which every collected edition of an author wishes to lay claim, then David Masson’s fourteen-volume Collected Writings of Thomas De Quincey must finally relinquish that prize, which it won and retained only for lack of competition, to the present edition, now complete in twenty-one volumes […]. We cannot deny the immense achievement represented by the edition as a whole […]. See Daniel Sanjiv Roberts’s excellent introduction to volume 19 […]. the indispensable point of departure for another, equally collaborative, venture: interpreting De Quincey.
Nicholas Halmi, The Wordsworth Circle
Edited Collection
 

-- Thomas De Quincey: New Critical and Theoretical Directions (with Robert Morrison; London: Routledge, 2008). 

Selected articles/chapters:
-- “A ‘Teague’ and a ‘True Briton’: Charles Johnstone, Ireland and Empire,” forthcoming in Irish University Review (2011).

-- “‘In the Service of the Honourable East India Company’: Politics and Identity in Dean Mahomet’s Travels (1794),” Eighteenth-Century Ireland, 24 (2009), pp. 116-235. 

-- “‘The Luther of Brahminism’: Coleridge and the Reformation of Hinduism,” Colerdge’s Afterlives, ed. James Vigus and Jane Wright (London: Palgrave, 2008) pp. 85-111.

-- “Mixing a little with alien natures”: Biblical Orientalism in De Quincey,” Thomas De Quincey: New Theoretical and Critical Directions (New York: Routledge, 2008) pp. 19-44.

-- “Rushdie and the Romantics: Intertextual Politics in Haroun and the Sea of Stories,” Ariel 38.4 (Oct 2007), pp. 123-42.

-- “British Orientalism and the Hindu Nation: Robert Southey’s Palimpsest of Kehama, 1800-1810,” Nation in Imagination: Essays in Nationalism, Sub-Nationalisms and Narration, ed. Meenakshi Mukherjee, Harish Trivedi et al. (Hyderabad: Orient Longman, 2007) pp. 88-99.

-- “Beneath High Romanticism: Southeian Orientations in De Quincey,” Robert Southey and the Contexts of British Romanticism, ed. Lynda Pratt (London: Ashgate, 2006) pp. 37-48. 

-- “‘Merely Birds of Passage’: Lady Hariot Dufferin’s Travel Writings and Medical Work in India, 1884-88,” Women’s History Review 15:3 (July 2006) pp. 443-57.

--“Literature, Medical Science and Politics, 1795-1800: Lyrical Ballads and Currie’s Works of Robert Burns,” A Natural Delineation of Human Passions: The Historic Moment of Lyrical Ballads (Rodopi: Amsterdam, 2004) pp. 115-28.

-- “Not “Forsworn with Pink Ribbons: Thomas De Quincey, Hannah More and the Literature 

of Power,” Romanticism on the Net, Vol. 25 (2002).

--“De Quincey’s Discovery of Lyrical Ballads: The Politics of Reading,” Studies in Romanticism, Vol. 36:4 (Winter 1997) pp. 511-40. 

Awards
- Biennial M.L.A.Prize, Distinguished Scholarly Edition, 2004-05 for Robert Southey: Poetical Works (London: Pickering and Chatto, 2004)

--Nehru Cambridge Scholarship. (This was one of 10 all-India awards across all disciplines for doctoral study at Cambridge University).

--U.G.C. Junior Research Fellow, Hyderabad University. 

--University Medal, M.A. 1987 (University 1st rank). 
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