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EDUCATION


PhD.: Department of History, University of Chicago, 1996

M.A.: Divinity School, University of Chicago, 1988

B. A.: College of William and Mary, 1986

EXPERIENCE

1995

School of Oriental and African Studies, London, Department of History

Present

Senior Lecturer in South Asian History

1993 

University of Chicago, Department of South Asian Languages and Civilizations

(fall)

Lecturer in the College

1992

University of Iowa, Department of History

(spring)

Visiting Instructor

PUBLICATIONS
a) books 

Courtly Culture and Political Life in Early Medieval India (Cambridge University Press, 2004). 

Querying the Medieval: The History of Practice in South Asia (with Ronald Inden and Jonathan Walters). Oxford University Press, New York, 2000.

(ed.) Invoking the Past: the Uses of History in South Asia.  Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1999.

c) articles in refereed journals 

‘The Service Retinues of the Chola Court: A Study of the Term ve(am in Tamil Inscriptions’ Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 70,3 (2007): 487-509.
‘Gardens in Early Indian Court Life’, Studies in History, vol. 19, no. 2, (2003), pp. 221-52.

‘Notes Toward Understanding Secular Processions in Medieval South India’ NewKOLAM 9,10 (2004). <http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/journal/kolam/vols/kolam9&10/ali.htm>
‘Anxieties of Attachment: The Dynamics of Courtship in Medieval India’, Modern Asian Studies, vol. 36, no. 1 (2002), pp. 103-39.

‘Violence, Gastronomy and the Meanings of War in Medieval South India,’ Medieval History Journal, vol. 3  no. 2 (2000), pp. 261-90.
‘Technologies of the Self: Courtly Artifice and Monastic Discipline in Early India’, Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient, vol. 41, no. 2 (May 1998), pp. 159-184.

b) articles in books 

‘Connected Histories?: Early South and Southeast Asia’ in Terenjit Singh Sevea and Michael Feener, ed., Singapore: ISEAS, 
‘Cosmos, Realm and Property in Early Medieval Kingdoms’, in Indira Peterson and Martha Selby, eds., Tamil Geographies (New York: SUNY, 2007), 

‘Romantic Love, Self-Regard and the Courtly Environment in Early Medieval India’, in Euginiya Vanina and D.N. Jha, eds., India: Studies in Medieval Mentality (Delhi: Tulika, ), pp.

‘Aristocratic Body Techniques in Early Medieval India’ in Rajat Datta, ed., Fetschrift for Harbans Mukhia (Delhi, forthcoming).

‘War, servitude and the Imperial Household: A study of  Palace Women in the Chola Empire’, in Indrani Chatterji and Richard Eaton,, eds., Slavery and South Asian History (Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2006), pp. 63-84.

‘Towards an Anthropology of the Medieval’ in Ronald Inden, Text and Practice:Essays in South Asian History, (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2006), pp. 1-10, ISBN 0-19-566895-2.

 ‘Courtly Love and the Aristocratic Household in Early Medieval India’ in Francesca Orsini, ed., Love in South Asia: A Cultural History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), pp. 43-60.  ISBN 0521856787.
 ‘Nirvana and the Social Order: Happiness in Indian Philosophy and Religion’ in Stuart McCready, ed., The Discovery of Happiness. London: MQ Publications, 2001, pp. 24-36.

‘From N(yik( to Bhakta: A Genealogy of Female Subjectivity in Early Medieval India’, in J. Leslie and Mary McGee, Invented Identities: The Interplay of Gender Religion and Politics in India (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2000), pp. 157-80.

 ‘Tanjavur: Capital of the Delta’, in G. Michell,  ed., Eternal Kaveri: Historical Sites along South India’s Greatest River, Special issue of Marg, vol. 51, no. 1 (Bombay: Marg  Publications, 1999), pp. 89-106.

‘Recognizing Europe in India: Colonial Master Narratives and the Writing of Indian History’, in Jeffrey Cox and Shelton Stromquist, eds., Contesting the Master Narrative: Essays in Social History (Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 1998), pp. 95-130.

d) other published work

‘The Vikramacholanula: A Chola Processional Poem’, in John Guy, ed., Chola Sacred Bronzes of Southern India (London: Royal Academy of Arts, 2006), pp. 142-47.

‘South Asia, 600-1500’,  ‘South Asia 1500-1800’, in John Onians, ed., Atlas of World Art (London: Laurence King, 2004), pp. 134-35; 198-99.

‘Temple Kingdoms of India’; ‘The Delhi Sultanate and Vijayanagara India’ in Rosamond McKitterick, The Times Medieval World (London: Harper Collins: 2003), pp.  86-89; 184-87.

‘Gupta India, c 300-606’; ‘India after the Guptas’, in Hugh Bowden, ed., Times Ancient Civilizations: A New Approach to the Ancient World (London: Harper Collins, 2002), pp. 146-50.

 ‘India: the First Empires’ and ‘India: Temple Kingdoms and the Expansion of States’ in Times Atlas of World History (London, Harper Collins,  1999), pp. 82-3; 130-1.

‘The Hindu World’, in Ninian Smart, ed., Atlas of  the World’s Religions (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 34-53.

‘Feudalism’, ‘Gupta Empire’, ‘Harsha’, ‘Kama Sutra’, ‘Literature: Tamil’, ‘Mauryan Empire’, and ‘Medieval Temple Kingdoms’, in Stanley Wolpert, ed., Encyclopedia of India (New York: Charles Scribner and Sons,  2005), 4 vols.

e) book reviews:

Review of Romila Thapar, Early India (From Origins to AD 1300) in BSOAS vol. 68, pt. 2 (2005), pp. 316-18. 

Review of Nandini Sinha Kapur. State Formation in Rajasthan: Mewar during the Seventh-Fifteenth Centuries, in JESHO 47 (2005), pp. 

Review of Cynthia Talbot, Pre-Colonial India in Practice: Society, Region and Identity in Medieval Andhra. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001, in South Asian Studies vol. 19 (2004), pp. 218-220.

Review of Richard Eaton, Essays on Islam in Indian History in JESHO 45,4 (2003), pp. 

Review of Jean-Pau Rubiés, Travel and Ethnology in the Renaissance: South India through European Eyes 1250-1725. Past and Present Publications, in Reviews in History (http://ihr.sas.ac.uk/ihr/reviews/revmnu.html).

Review of Richard Salomon, Indian Epigraphy: A Guide to the Study of Inscriptions in Sanskrit, Prakrit, and Other Indo-Aryan Languages, in BSOAS vol. 64, pt. 2 (2001), pp. 278-9.
Review of Leslie Orr, Donors, Devotees, and Daughters of God: Temple Women in Medieval Tamilnadu. in English Historical Review, vol. 116, no. 467 (June 2001), p. 708. 

Review of Leslie Orr, Donors, Devotees, and Daughters of God: Temple Women in Medieval Tamilnadu in JAS vol. 60, no. 3 (2001), pp. 906-908. Response and Reply, JAS, vol. 61, no. 2 (2002), pp. 663-68.

Review of Michael Willis, Temples of Gopak(etra: A Regional History of Architecture and Sculpture in Central India AD 600-900 and Inscriptions of Gopak(estra: Materials for the History of Central India in South Asian Studies 16 (2000), pp. 153-55.

Review of Medieval History Journal in Times Higher Education Supplement vol. 148 no. 1, (11 August 2000) p. 28.

Review of Velcheru Narayana Rao and David Shulman, A Poem at the Right Moment: Remembered Verses from Pre-Modern South India, in JAS vol. 58, no. 1 (1999): pp. 246-7.

Review of Rajeshvari Ghosh, ed., In Quest of a Secular Symbol: Ayodhya and After in BSOAS vol. 62, pt. 3 (1999): pp. 581-82.
Review of Hemchandra Rayachaudhuri, Political History of Ancient India in BSOAS, vol. 62, pt. 3 (1999): p. 619.

Review of David Ludden, ed. Contesting the Nation: Religion, Community and the Politics of Democracy in India, in BSOAS vol. 61, pt. 1(1998): pp. 169-70.

Review of Kumkum Roy, The Emergence of Monarchy in North India: Eighth to Fourth Centuries B. C., in Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient  vol. 41, no. 1 (February 1998): pp. 129-31.

Review of Richard Davis, Biographies of Indian Images in BSOAS vol. 61, pt. 3 (1998): pp. 571-2.

Review of Dilip K. Chakrabarti Colonial Indology: Sociopolitics of the Ancient Indian Past. in Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. 8, pt. 3 (Nov. 1998): 454-5. 

Review of James Heitzman, Gifts of Power: Lordship in an Early Indian State in JAS, vol. 57, no. 4, (Nov. 1998): 1202-4.

Review of F. R. Allchin, et. al.,  The Archaeology of Early Historic South Asia, in Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society  (1997): pp. 145-8.

Review of Joanne Waghorne, The Raja's Magic Clothes in Chicago South Asia Newsletter 19: 2 (Spring 1995)
REVIEWS OF MAJOR PUBLICATIONS


Querying the Medieval (2000)

Richard DAVIS Journal of Asian Studies 61 (2002): 1408-11.

Stewart GORDON, American Historical Review, 107, 5 (2002): 1521-1522.

Ian KERR, History: Review of New Books, 28 (2002): 185.

Courtly Culture and Political Life in Early Medieval India (2004)

Norbert PEABODY, Indian Economic and Social History Review 43, 3 (2006): 384-386.

Cynthia TALBOT, South Asian Studies 21 (2005): 139-41.

Michael LINDERMAN, Journal of Asian Studies 64, 4 (2005): 1051-53.


SELECT PAPERS PRESENTED

2005
École Pratique des Hautes Études, Paris ‘Some Historical Problems in Tamil Epigraphy’

2004
Annual South Asia Conference, University of Wisconsin, Madison ‘The Courticization of Warrior Lineages in Medieval India’

2004  
SOAS Workshop on Paradise: ‘Garden Paradises in Early India’

2004
Medieval History Society Conference in Honour of Harbans Mukhia: ‘Gesture, Bearing, and 
Aristocratic Body Techniques in Medieval India’

2002
Religion, Literature and the Arts, Annnual Conference, University of Sydney, ‘The Social Life of  Ghosts in Medieval India’

2002
Association of Asian Studies, Washington DC ‘Secular Processions in Medieval South India’

2001
School of Oriental and African Studies, ‘Notes Toward the History of Ethics in India’

2001 
University of Cambridge, Workshop on Love in South Asian Traditions, ‘‘The Household and the Pleasure Garden: Marriage and Dynastic Intrigue in Gupta and post-Gupta India’

2000
Jawarhalal Nehru University, Delhi, ‘The Courtesan as an Ethical Problem in Early India’

OTHER

1995
Interview, BBC World Radio: ‘Ancient Civilizations: India’

1997
with Avril Powell, convened the SOAS South Asia Centre workshop entitled ‘The Place of 
the Past: The Uses of  History in South Asia’ 

JOURNAL BOARDS

Advisory board, Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient (JESHO); Editorial board, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies (BSOAS); editorial board, South Asia Research; advisory board, Journal of Deccan Studies (Hyderabad)

LANGUAGES

Sanskrit:

Reading ability

Tamil:

Reading ability, speaking ability

Persian:

Currently completing a first year course on written Farsi

French:

Reading ability

COURSES TAUGHT

1995-

present
School of Oriental and African Studies: ‘Body, Power and Society in Early India’;  ‘Ancient and Medieval History’; ‘Historical Roots of Indian Tradition’; ‘Approaches to History -- The Discovery of India’; MA course in ‘Aspects of the Ancient History of India’; ‘Islam and its Margins’; ‘Research Methodologies in History’
1994
University of Chicago: ‘Introduction to South Asian Civilization’ (monitor of two discussion 
sections, gave four lectures)

1992
University of Iowa: ‘History of Ancient and Traditional India’; ‘Asian Civilizations (India, China)’; ‘Asia News Colloqium (India, China, Japan)’

THESIS SUPERVISION (as primary dissertation supervisor)

COMPLETED

Sergio Targa (M.Phil) 1999: The P(la Kingdom: Rethinking Lordship in Early Medieval North Eastern India

Rakesh Pandey (PhD), 2003: Archaic Knowledge: Tradition and Authenticity in Colonial North India, c. 1780-1930

Brian Black (PhD), 2004: Dialogue and Discourse: Priests, Kings, and Women in the Early Upanishads

Urvi Mukhopadhyay (PhD), 2004: The Perception of the ‘Medieval’ in Indian Popular Films, 1920s to 1960s

Mathew Clark (PhD), 2004: The Da(n(m(-Sa(ny(s(s: The Integration of Ascetic Lineages into an Order

Nilanjan Sarkar (PhD), 2004: The Political Identity of the Delhi Sultanate, 1200-1400: A Study of Zi( ud-d(n Baran(’s Fat(w(-I-Jah(nd(r(
Akira Shimada (PhD), 2006: A  Study of the Amaravati Stupa: The Chronology and Social Contexts of an Early Historic Buddhist site in the Lower Krishna Valley

IN PROGRESS

Emma Flatt (PhD in progress) Indo-Persian Court Culture under the Bahmanis of the Deccan

Sebastian Prange (PhD in progress) Piracy and Trade among the Medieval Muslim Enclaves in medieval and Early Modern Kerala

Ayan Shome (PhD in progress) Power and Ethnicity in the Thirteenth Century Delhi Sultanate 

Aparna Kapadia (PhD in progress) Rajputs and the Sultanate of Gujarat in medieval Times

Ahbishek Amar (PhD in progress)  Bodh Gaya as an Early Historical Religious Site

REFEREES

Professor Ronald Inden

Professor Emeritus of History and South Asian Languages and Civilizations

University of Chicago

1126 East 58th Street

Chicago IL, 60637

rinden@aol.com
Professor Sumit Guha

Department of History

Van Dyck Hall,  005

Rutgers University

16 Seminary Place

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

sguha@history.rutgers.edu
Dr Indrani Chaterjee

Department of History

213A Van Dyck Hall

Rutgers University

16 Seminary Place

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Rutgers University

Rutgers

Chatterjee@history.rutgers.edu
Professor Vidya Dehejia

Barbara Stoller Miller Professor of Indian and South Asian Art

910 Schermerhorn Hall

Department of Art History and Archaeology
Columbia University
 1190 Amsterdam Avenue 
New York, New York 10027

vd2@columbia.edu
