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Degrees: M.A. Linguistics, Northwestern University, 1964
Ph.D. Linguistics, Yale University, 1971

Positions: Professor of Linguistics and Sanskrit, of the Classics, of Germanic Languages and
Literatures, and in the Campus Honors Program. Emeritus 2007.
Editor, Folia Linguistics Historica, publication of the Societas Linguistica Europaea,
2004-
Editor, Trends in Linguistics, a major book publication series in linguistics, Mouton
de Gruyter, Berlin, Summer 2002-
Series Editor, The Field of Linguistics, a publication series of Mouton de Gruyter,
Berlin, 2004-
Editor, Studies in the Linguistic Sciences, 1988 — 1994
Instructor of German, Tuskegee Institute, Summer 1964
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Urbana, IL 61801 (USA) Email: hhhock @illinois.edu
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Research Interests:

General historical and comparative linguistics (all areas), comparative and diachronic syntax of
Indo-European languages (especially Sanskrit/Indo-Aryan, Germanic, Latin); Sanskrit
linguistics (synchronic and diachronic, syntax, phonology, language contact, sociolinguistics;
Vedic, modern spoken Sanskrit); convergence phenomena; clitics, prosody, and the
phonology/syntax interface; “identity” movements in modern South Asia and linguistic,
textual, and archeological evidence.

Honors:

Invited to offer a workshop on teaching historical linguistics for linguistic instructors at Indian
universities, hosted by the Central Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore, 22 January — 14
February 2009.

Invited keynote lecture at a panel on diachronic morphology in Indo-European languages,
International Conference on Historical Linguistics, Montreal CN, August 2007.

Invited participant, International Vedic Conference, Ujjain, January 2007, with full travel and
hospitality funding.

Invited to present the Annual Humanities Lecture, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, UIUC,
fall 2006

Outstanding and Inspiring Leadership Award, Consulate General of India, Chicago, August 2003

Vice President, World Association for Vedic Studies, 1999-2002.

Member, Governing Council, World Association for Vedic Studies, 2002-2004

Honored as Vidyasagara (lit. “Ocean of Knowledge”), 8 January 1997, by Mandakini, a society
for the promotion of Sanskrit, at the 10th World Sanskrit Conference, Bangalore, India.

Listed in German Indology, 1984, 1988, 1996, 2000, 2005, 2007.

Listed in Who’s Who in the Midwest, 24th ed., 1994-1995.



Listed in Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers (nominated by former Discovery-Section
student in Linguistics 210)

Invited Visiting Lecturer in Linguistics, University of Pennsylvania, Spring 1972

Invited Visiting Fulbright Lecturer, Jawharlal Nehru University, fall 1987

Invited faculty, 1993 Linguistic Institute of the Linguistic Society of America, Ohio State
University.

Invited Visiting Professor of Linguistics, Delhi University (January-March 2005)

Service to the Societas Linguistica Europaea (Linguistic Society of Europe)

Member, Publications Committee (2003-)
Editor, Folia Linguistica Historica (2004-)
Member, Executive Committee (2004-)

Membership in committees of the Linguistic Society of America:

Committee on Linguistic Institutes and Fellowships, Linguistic Society of America,
1978.

Ad-hoc committee of the Linguistic Society of America for 75th Anniversary
Celebrations, 1996-1999.

Committee on Honorary Memberships, 2002-2004 (Chair 2004)

Abstract Evaluator for the 2007 LSA Annual Meeting

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (2007-2008)

Teaching:
Courses taught: General historical linguistics (introductory, advanced, seminars); diachronic

phonology and syntax; Introduction to Indo-European linguistics; Sanskrit language and
linguistics; Vedic and Classical Sanskrit texts; sociolinguistics from a diachronic
perspective; pidgins and creoles; history of linguistics; independent-study courses on
Gothic (comparative Germanic), Old English, Old Irish, Indo-European linguistic
palaeontology, Sanskrit literature; Ideology and linguistic history; Indian Civilization;
“Practicum” (writing for linguistics graduate students)

Course development: Courses in Sanskrit language and linguistics and in Indo-European and

general historical linguistics. This includes reorganization of offerings in historical
linguistics, especially development of an elementary undergraduate course meeting the
campus-wide General Education requirement in Historical and Philosophical Perspectives,
successful development and teaching of a “Discovery Course” section of this course for
incoming freshmen, production of new visual materials, development of a course
“handbook” with exercises etc., commissioning of a web-page version of the “handbook”,
and development of a Campus Honors Program section (fall 1999), as well as development
of Linguistics 240 as a free-standing course (on Ideology and Historical/Comparative
Linguistics) for the Campus Honors Program.

Development of “Capstone Courses” for the Program in South Asian and Middle Eastern
Studies on various aspects of South Asia and team-teaching one of these courses (2000-
2001).

Development and teaching of a course on Indian Civilization (History/Anthropology 240)
as a Summer Session I study abroad course.

Teaching evaluation: Included in ‘Incomplete Listing of Excellent Teachers’ for: Linguistics

302, Fall 1978, Spring 1979, Fall 1984 (‘Outstanding Teacher’), Spring 1989; Ling. 403
[History of Sanskrit language], Spring 1974; Linguistics 411, Fall 1978, Fall 1985, Fall
1993 (‘Outstanding Teacher’); Sanskrit 201, Fall 1991, Sanskrit 201, Fall 1993



(‘Outstanding Teacher’); Linguistics 412, Spring 1993, Linguistics 310, Spring 1996;
Sanskrit 202, Spring 1996 (‘Outstanding Teacher’); Ling. 403 [Language contact and
historical linguistics], Spring 2000 (‘Outstanding Teacher’).

Thesis Advising:

(An asterisk indicates serving as committee chair)

Completed Ph.D. Committees: Lee Becker (Slavic), Esther Bentur, Tej Bhatia, Patricio Carrasco
(Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese), Maria Carreira, Rodolfo Cerrén-Palomino, Richard
Cervin*, Shu-Fen Chen*, Thomas Cravens (Spanish, Italian, Portuguese), Susan
Donaldson, Laura Downing, Karen Dudas, Indranil Dutta*, Miguel Galindo (Spanish,
Italian, and Portuguese), Maria José Gonzalez (Spanish, Italian, Portuguese), Naomi
Gurevich, Timothy Habick*, Wayne Harbert (Germanic), Brian Imhoff (Spanish, Italian,
and Portuguese), Mwamba T. Kapanga, Iwona Kraska-Szlenk, Sang Oak Lee, Carol
Leibiger (Germanic), Gary Linebaugh, Patrick Marlow*, Kelly Maynard*, Terrence C.
McCormick (Germanic), Mithilesh Mishra, Margie O’Bryan(*), Elizabeth Pearce*, Pilar
Prieto (Spanish, Italian, Portuguese), Daniel P. Quinlin (Germanic), Nalini Rau-Murthy,
Vesna Radanovic-Kocic*, Steven Schiufele®, Rajka Smiljanic, Jesse Robert Smith*, Han
Sohn, David Stein, Alexandra Steinbergs, David Stillman (Spanish, Italian, Portuguese),
Yasuko Suzuki*, Sarah Tsiang*, Wen-Chiu Tu, William Wallace*, Kathleen Wise,
Maurice Wong

Pending Ph.D. committees: Irja Alho, Zoann Branstine, James Kapper*, Marco Shappeck™

Ph.D. committees outside UIUC: S. R. Savithri (University of Mysore, India; External Reader),
Lieve van de Walle (University of Antwerp, Belgium; External Member, Ph.D. Defense
Committee), Richard Scherl (Anthropology, University of Chicago; External Member,
Ph.D. Committee); Hope Dawson (Ohio State University; External Member, Ph.D.
Committee)

MA committees: Sona Janjigian (MA thesis advisor), Jesse Robert Smith (MA thesis advisor),
April Snyder (French), Kent Lee (MA thesis advisor)

MA committees outside UIUC: Sarah R. Rose (Memorial University of Newfoundland; External
Reader)

BA Honors Theses: Alexander Francis*, Steven Peter*, Karen Rosen (co-advisor), Derick
Gregg*, William F. Hodgett*, Gregory Roberts*, Kimberli Roan (thesis co-evaluator),
Serene Chan (thesis co-evaluator), Sonny Vu*, Rebecca Niehus*, Daniel Webber (co-
advisor and evaluator), Christine Robinson (co-evaluator), Cynthia Johnson*

Undergraduate honors paper and independent study project advisor (incomplete listing): Brooke
Anderson (James Scholar Paper, fall 1996), Rebecca Niehus (Independent Study project,
Fall 1997, James Scholar Paper, spring 1999), Jennifer Kline (James Scholar Paper, fall
1998), Rachel Reem (James Scholar Paper, fall 1999), Nadia Karlinsky (Engineering,
spring 2001), Tina Shah and Riddhi Patel (Honors project in Sanskrit, fall 2002), Girish
Mulye (Intensive Writing course on Sanskrit, fall 2002), Jessica Schlegel (fall 2005), Sami
Jiries (fall 2006), Yekaterina Khazanova and Sarah Pittenger (spring 2007), Bill Mahoney
and Rich Olszewski (spring 2009)

Administration:

Undergraduate Advisor, Department of Linguistics, 2004-2007

Director, 1998-2002, Program in South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, Acting Director,
1996-1997, Associate Director 1997-1998.



Director (1996-1998), Linguistic Institute of the Linguistic Society of America, held at the
University of Illinois, Summer 1999; Co-Director after taking over preceding office.
Associate Director, Center for Asian Studies, 1982-1983; Acting Associate Director, Center for
Asian Studies, 1981-1982.

Acting Head, Department of Linguistics, Summer 1977, 1979, 1994.

Long-Range Planning Committee, Department of Linguistics, 2000-2007.

Graduate Program Coordinator, Department of Linguistics, 1991-1996.

Language Coordinator, Department of Linguistics, 1972-1977.

Assistant Director, 1978, for the Linguistic Institute of the Linguistic Society of America,
Summer 1978.

Public Service:

With wife, Zarina, Host family to numerous UIUC students, 1977-present.

Member, Champaign-Urbana International Humanitarian Award, 2003-

Member, Executive Committee, Cosmopolitan Club, Champaign, IL (1972-1975).

Assistant Soccer Coach (1981-1984), Soccer Coach (1985, 1986), Champaign Park District.

Presentations on Sanskrit, Development of Writing, History of English, Phonetics, Greek, Latin
at Dr. Howard Elementary School Gifted Program (4th/5th Grades), Champaign, Fall and
Spring 1985/1986, Spring 1987.

Presentation on Sanskrit and other South Asian languages, University High School, Urbana,
1987.

Presentation on Sanskrit: Past, present, and future. Indian Cultural Society of Urbana-
Champaign, February 1990.

(Foreign Language) ‘Font Keeper’, Champaign-Urbana Macintosh Users Group, 1986-1988.
‘Introduction to Language History’, presentations at University High School, Urbana, February
1991. (Four talks: ‘Who’s afraid of Beowulf? A brief history of the English language.’

‘Don’t say “It’s Greek to me”: Greek and other relatives of English.” ‘Give me some sugar,
baby: Secondary relationships among languages.” ‘Write on! A brief history of writing.”)
Presentation on Sanskrit: Past, present, and future. Hindu Students Council, University of
[llinois, February 1994.
Presentation on the Indian Constitution, Republic Day Celebration 2003, Indian Cultural Society
of Urbana-Champaign.
Presentation on Sanskrit in India, Illinois Agricultural Leadership Council, February 2004.
President’s Council, U of I Foundation, since 2001.

Membership in Learned Societies:

American Oriental Society, American Association for the Advancement of Science, Fulbright
Society of America (Life Member), International Association for Sanskrit Studies, Linguistic
Society of America (Life Member), Linguistic Society of India (Life Member), Societas
Linguistica Europaea

Languages:

German (native fluency in all areas)

English (fluent in all areas)

Sanskrit (read, write, speak)

Hindi (some speaking, reading)

French, Italian, Spanish (good reading, some speaking)
Norwegian, Swedish, Danish (some reading)



Pali, Prakrit; Avestan, Old Persian; Homeric Greek; Latin; Old Irish; Gothic, Old High German,
Old Saxon, Old English, Old Icelandic; Lithuanian; Old Church Slavic; Tocharian; Old
French, Old Spanish; Finnish (varying reading ability or knowledge of grammatical structure
and linguistic history)
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Sanskrit in the pre-Islamic context of South Asia. Aspects of sociolinguistics in South Asia,
ed. by B. B. Kachru & S. N. Sridhar, 11-25. (= International Journal of the Sociology of
Language, 16.) 1978. [Condensed version of the preceding item; with R.
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contemporary spoken Sanskrit. SLS 13:2.21-35, 1983.%*
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historical linguistics, ed. by G. W. Davis & G. K. Iverson, 105-121. Amsterdam &
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bilingualism (Studies in honor of Braj B. Kachru), ed. by L. E. Smith & S. N. Sridhar,
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Swallow tales: Chance and the “world etymology” MALIQ’A ‘swallow, throat’. Papers
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from the Fifteenth South Asian Language Analysis Roundtable 1993, ed. by A. Davison and
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Narrative linkage in the Mahabharata. Modern evaluation of the Mahabharata: Prof. R. K.
Sharma felicitation volume, ed. by S. P. Narang, 295-313. Delhi: Nag Publishers. 1994+

Who’s On First: Toward a prosodic account of P2 clitics. Approaching second: Second
position clitics and related phenomena, ed. by A. Halpern and A. Zwicky, 199-270.
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Subversion or convergence? The issue of pre-Vedic retroflexion reconsidered. SLS
23:2.73-115. 1996.*

Chronology or genre? Problems in Vedic syntax. Inside the texts — beyond the texts:
New approaches to the study of the Vedas, ed. by Michael Witzel, 103-126. Harvard
Oriental Series, Opera Minora, 2. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University, 1997.F

Out of India? The linguistic evidence. Aryan and Non-Aryan in South Asia: Evidence,
interpretation, and ideology, Proceedings of the International Seminar on Aryan and Non-
Aryan in South Asia, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 25-27 October, 1996, 1-18, ed. by
Johannes Bronkhorst and Madhav Deshpande. Harvard Oriental Series, Opera Minora, 3.
1999.%

Through a glass darkly: Modern “racial” interpretations vs. textual and general prehistoric
evidence on arya and dasa/dasyu in Vedic society. Aryan and Non-Aryan in South Asia:
Evidence, interpretation, and ideology, Proceedings of the International Seminar on Aryan
and Non-Aryan in South Asia, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 25-27 October, 1996,
145-174, ed. by Johannes Bronkhorst and Madhav Deshpande. Harvard Oriental Series,
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Finality, prosody, and change. Proceedings of LP’98, ed. by O. Fujimura, B. D. Joseph,
and B. Palek, 15-30. Prague: The Karolinum Press. 1999.7*

South Asia: Historical. The Yearbook of South Asian Languages and Linguistics, 2000:
220-237. 2000.7

Genre, discourse, and syntax in Sanskrit. Textual parameters in older languages, ed. by S.
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Whose past is it? Linguistic pre- and early history and self-identification in modern South
Asia. Studies in the Linguistic Sciences 30: 2. 51-75. 2000.7

Typology vs. convergence: The issue of Dravidian/Indo-Aryan syntactic similarities
revisited. Tokyo symposium on South Asian languages: Contact, convergence, and
typology, ed. by Peri Bhaskararao and K. V. Subbarao, 63-99. (= The Yearbook of South
Asian Languages and Linguistics, 2001). 2001.7*

The Yajfiavalkya Cycle in the Brhad-Aranyaka-Upanisad. Festschrift for Stanley Insler,
ed. by S. Jamison and J. Brereton. (Special issue of Journal of the American Oriental
Society 122:2: 278-286.) 2002.F

Wem gehort die Vergangenheit? Friih- und Vorgeschichte und indische
Selbstwahrnehmung. "Arier" und "Draviden". Konstruktionen der Vergangenheit als
Grundlage fiir Selbst- und Fremdwahrnehmungen Siidasiens, edited by Michael Bergunder
and Rahul Peter Das, 232-250. (Neue Hallesche Berichte. Quellen und Studien zur
Geschichte und Gegenwart Stidindiens, 2.) 2002.F

Vedic éta ... stivama — Subordinate, coordinate, or what? Journal of Indo-European
Studies Monograph 43, ed. by Mark R. V. Southern, 89-102. 20027

Analogical change. Handbook of historical linguistics, ed. by Brian D. Joseph and Richard
Janda, 441-460. Malden, MA/Oxford/Melbourne/Berlin: Blackwell. 20037.

On the historical interpretation of Vedic texts: A philological perspective. Contemporary
views on Indian civilization: Proceedings of the WAVES Conference at Hoboken, NJ, ed.
by BhuDev Sharma, 189-201. Meerut, India: Urvashi Press. 2003.7F

Did Indo-European linguistics prepare the ground for Nazism? Lessons from the past for
the present and the future. Language in Time and Space: A Festschrift for Werner Winter
on the Occasion of his 80th Birthday, ed. by B. L. M. Bauer and G.-J. Pinault, 167-187.
Berlin/New York: Mouton de Gruyter. 2003.7*

Causation in language change. Oxford International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, 2
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