PAGE  
9
Majumdar/Vita


Saikat Majumdar

Department of English





840 University Avenue

Stanford University





Palo Alto, CA 94301

Building 460






Email: majumdar@stanford.edu

450 Serra Mall






Phone: 650-804-4884
Stanford, CA 94305-2087 






                                                                                                                                                           

Website: http://english.stanford.edu/bio.php?name_id=273
APPOINTMENT

Assistant Professor, Department of English

Other affiliations

Affiliated faculty and member of Committee in Charge, Program in Modern Thought and 


Literature

Affiliated faculty and member of Advisory Board, Center for South Asia

Affiliated faculty, Center for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity
EDUCATION

Ph.D., Literatures in English, Rutgers University, New Jersey, May 2005

M.F.A., Creative Writing (Fiction) Bowling Green State University, Ohio, August 2001

M. A., English, Jadavpur University, Calcutta, December 1998

B.A. with honors in English, (minors: Sociology and Political Science) St. Xavier’s College,     

     University of Calcutta, July 1996

PUBLICATIONS

Monograph
Prose of the World (New York: Columbia University Press, forthcoming)
Novel

Silverfish. (New Delhi: HarperCollins, 2007)
Articles

 “Katherine Mansfield and the fragility of Pākehā boredom,” Special Issue of Modern Fiction

    Studies (55.1), “Regional Modernisms,” Winter 2009

“You Can’t Get Lost in Cape Town and the counter-ethnography of the banal,” 

   Genre: Forms of Discourse and Culture. XXXIX, Summer 2006 (published fall 2007)

    301-328
“Dallying with Dailiness: Amit Chaudhuri’s flaneur fictions,” Studies in the Novel Volume 39, 

     no. 4 (Winter 2007). 448-464
“A pebblehard soap: objecthood, banality and refusal in Ulysses,” James Joyce Quarterly 42-43.  

     1-4, (published December 2006), 219-237.
 “The fetish of fullness,” College English. 69.5, July 2007. 642-654   
“Washing Stones and Mustard Seeds: The Counter-Narrative of Objects in postcolonial women’s 

     writing,” Journal of Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies 12.1, 2006. 

“Desiring the Metropolis: James Joyce’s Narratives of the Anti-Aesthetic,” Postcolonial Text 2.3, 

     2006
“Aesthetics of Subjectivity, Ethics of "Otherness": The Fiction of Shashi Deshpande,” 

     Postcolonial Text 1.2, 2005
 “Of that time, of that place: Modernist traditions in Indian-English fiction.” South 

     Asian Review (November 2003): 41-63. 

“The Ineluctable Modality of Otherness: Poetics of the ‘banal’ and modernist post-colonial 

     fiction.” College English Notes (November 2003) 1-4 p.

“The fiction of subaltern pasts.” Revista Alicantina de Estudios Ingleses, University of Alicante,   

     Spain (November 2003): 227-237.
“Globalization, or the Vanishing Present of Postcoloniality,” disClosures, Journal of the  

     Committee of Social Theory, University of Kentucky, Lexington. (April 2004): 15-34.
“Modernism in the Basement: Subversive Discourse in Jean Rhys’ Wide Sargasso Sea,” in 

     Sargasso: Emerging Scholars of Caribbean Literatures, Languages and Cultures. University   

     Of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras (August 2003): 105-114.


“The Alien Insider: J.M. Coetzee’s Refusing Imperialist,” in Revista Atenea, Journal of the 

     Faculty of Arts and Sciences, University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez (April 2003): 21-34.

“Beyond the national allegory: The fiction of Amit Chaudhuri,” in The Novels of Amit  

     Chaudhuri. Ed. S. B. Shukla. New Delhi: Sarup & Sons, 2004. 19-37.

“From Postcoloniality to Globalization: The Comprador-Intellectual as the Site of Disciplinary

   Negotiation,” in Aspects of Contemporary Postcolonial Literature. Ed. S.B. Shukla. New Delhi:

   Indian Assoc. for Studies in Comparative Literature/Sarup and Sons. 2004.

Scholarly Review
Review essay on Poetics of the Everyday: Creative Repetition in Modern American Verse, by 

     Siobhan Phillips, Nations of Nothing But Poetry: Modernism, Transnationalism, and 
     Synthetic Vernacular Writing, by Matthew Hart, and Modernism and the Ordinary, by

     Liesl Olson, forthcoming in Clio, A Journal of Literature, History and the Philosophy 

     of History., forthcoming.
Review of Human Rights, Inc.: The World Novel, Narrative Form, and International Law. 

     By Joseph Slaughter, Novel: A Forum on Fiction (43.3), July 2010
Review of The Modernist Novel and the Decline of Empire by John Marx, in Novel: A Forum on 
  Fiction, Vol. 41, No. 2/3, Spring/Summer 2008 (published March 2009) 
Fiction

“Life After Death,” an excerpt from the novel Silverfish. In Memory’s Gold: Writings on 

     Calcutta. Delhi, Penguin. (December 2008)

“Thieving,” an excerpt from the novel Silverfish. South Asian Review (October 2007)
“Red earth, homeward.” The Long Story. Eaton, MA. (Spring 2003)

“Kin.” Pangolin Papers Nordland, WA. (Spring 2003)

“Blessed,” The Statesman Annual Anthology. Calcutta and Delhi. (October 2002) 

“Love.” Pangolin Papers. Nordland, WA. (Fall 2001) Nominated for Pushcart Prize.

“Big deal, scum.” American Writing. Philadelphia, PA. (Summer 2001)

“No Exit.” The Statesman Annual Anthology. Calcutta and Delhi. (October 2001)
 “Musk.” American Writing. (Spring 2000). Nominated for Pushcart Prize.

Newspaper reviews 

1995 to 1998: Weekly reviews of Bengali and English theatre productions published in the 
     English dailies, The Statesman (Calcutta and Delhi), Amrita Bazar Patrika (Calcutta), The    

    Times of India (Calcutta and Delhi).

PANELS AND PRESENTATIONS

Invited presentations
Lecture, “The Banality of Narrative in the twentieth century,” Jadavpur University, Department 

     of English, August 27, 2010. 
     Jawaharlal Nehru University, Centre for English Studies, August 19, 2010

     University of Delhi, Department of English, August 17, 2010

Lecture, “Literature and Race in a Global Context,” for “Introduction to Comparative Studies in

     Race and Ethnicity,” an undergraduate course at Stanford University. May 24, 2010.
Lecture on Franz Fanon’s The Wretched of the Earth, Structured Liberal Education,

     Stanford University, May 26, 2009

“The Enigma of Arrival: Modern India and Anglophone Literature.” Public lecture at the

     Commonwealth Club, San Francisco, February 27, 2009.

A version of the above lecture was also delivered at the Mechanic’s Institute, San Francisco,

     on February 17, 2009, along with a conversation with the novelist Vikram Chandra from UC  

     Berkeley.

“Subaltern Modernisms: The Transnational Poetics of Banality and Boredom.” Lecture.

     University of California, Berkeley. The Department of English and the Center for South Asia, 

     November 28, 2007. 

“Nobody speaks ‘Indian’ here: Multiculturalism and the question of canonicity in Indian

     literature,” Presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Comparative Literature  

     Association, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada Congress, Toronto,

     May 2006.

Papers Delivered

“Imperialism’s Bureaucratic Body,” Scheduled at “Postcolonial Approaches to Literature”  
     Division Panel, Modern Language Association Annual Conference, Los Angeles, January 

     2011. 
“Bureaucratic Modernism,” Modernist Studies Association Annual Conference, Victoria, 
     November 2010 
“Possibilities for the Private Sphere,” in The Global Afterlives of Modernism, Modernist 

     Studies Association Annual Conference, Nashville, November 2008
Speaker in Roundtable organized by the Division on Twentieth-Century English Literature, 

     “Modernism in the World.” Modern Language Association Annual Conference, Chicago,  

     December 2007.

"The Extreme Ordinary: Modernism and the Politics of Nullity" Division on Twentieth-Century 
     English Literature Panel, Modern Language Association Annual Conference, 
     Chicago, December 2007. 
"Theory's Un-teaching: Unease as success in the classroom," Modern Language 

     Association Annual Conference, College English Division Panel, Philadelphia, December 

     2006.
“Banality and the ethics of resistance in modern fiction,” Modern Language Association Annual 

     Conference, Prose Fiction Division Panel, Philadelphia, December 2004.
“Uneasy deconstructions: Objects in Anglophone Indian fiction,” Modern Language Association

     Annual Conference, Anthropological Approaches to Literature Division Panel, Philadelphia,   

     December 2004.
“Maata buried: Witi Ihimaera and the Maori Ghost of Katherine Mansfield,” Modernist

     Studies Association Annual Conference, Vancouver, BC, October 2004

Chair and presenter in panel “The banal, the boring and Ulysses,” the Centenary Bloomsday

     Symposium, The International James Joyce Foundation, Dublin, Ireland, June 2004

“Anglophone Indian Fiction and the Limits of the National Allegory.” American Comparative 

     Literature Association Conference, April 2003, San Marcos, CA (presented in absentia)
“Modernist Aesthetics and the fiction of Amit Chaudhuri and Sunetra Gupta” Modern Language

     Association Annual Conference, 20th C. British Literature Division Panel, New York,

     December  2002

“From Postcoloniality to Globalization: The Comprador-Intellectual as a site of disciplinary 

     negotiations.” Penn State University Americanist Graduate Conference, March 2003.

     Center for Critical Analysis of Contemporary Culture Graduate Conference, Rutgers 

     University, February 2003

“Aesthetics of Subjectivity, Ethics of ‘Otherness’: The fiction of Shashi Deshpande.” South Asian 

     Literary Association Annual Conference, New York, December 2002

“Of that time, of that place: Modernism and Indian-English fiction” United States Association for 

     Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies Annual Conf., Santa Clara, CA, April 2002

“Graham Greene and the Detective Thriller.” Jadavpur University Graduate Conference.

     Calcutta, India, October 1997

“Language as Schism: A Comparative Reading of Timothy Mo’s Sour Sweet and Amos Tutuola’s 

     The Palm-Wine Drinkard.” National Graduate Student Conference, Pune, India, April 1997
Other presentations
Discussion of Playing in the Light, by Zoë Wicomb. Book Salon, Stanford Alumni Association,
     March 2011
Speaker in panel, “Representations of Race and Ethnicity in Art and Literature,” Litquake, 
     San Francisco, October 2010

Speaker in roundtable, “Compared Colonialities,” Division of Literatures, Cultures and 

     Languages, Stanford University, April 2, 2010
Speaker for discussion of Joseph Slaughter’s Human Rights, Inc.: The World Novel, Narrative 
     Form, and International Law. Center for the Study of the Novel, Stanford University.

     November 20, 2009.
Reading at Litquake, Koret reading series. San Francisco Main Public Library. October 4

     2008.
Reading at Crossword Bookstores. Kolkata. December 19, 2007.

Reading at the India Habitat Centre. New Delhi. December 17, 2007.
Seminar Participant, “World Modernism,” Modernist Studies Association Annual Conference, 

     Madison, WI, October 2002

Seminar Participant, “Modernism and the Harlem Renaissance,” Modernist Studies Association 

     Annual Conference, Madison, WI October 2002

Fiction Reading, South Asian Literary Association Conference, New York, December 2002

Chair and Participant, Fiction and Poetry Reading Panel, United States Association for 

     Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies, Santa Clara, CA, April 2002

GRANTS AND AWARDS

Collaborative projects funded

Co-chair, “The Literary Public Intellectual,” a Geballe Research Workshop at the Stanford

     Humanities Center, 2010-11. $10,000 

Co-chair for Speaker series, “Contemporary History and the Future of Memory/Memory and 

     Reconciliation” 2008-09/2009-10, Sponsored by Division of Literatures, Cultures and

     Languages & the Forum on Contemporary Europe, co-sponsored by several departments,

     programs and centers on campus. Approximately $ 25,000/year for 2 years.

Co-organizer, “Concepts of Nationhood in South Asia,” April 2010. Sponsored by Center for 

     South Asia, Stanford University, University of California, Berkeley, and external private 
     sponsor. $ 55,000.

Individual grants and awards
ASHISS Visiting Fellowship, University Grants Commission, University of Delhi, August 2010

Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship, Rhodes University, South Africa, 2007-2008 

     (Declined)

Arts Research Board Research Grant, McMaster University, Canada, 2007

Arts Research Board Conference Grant, McMaster University, 2007

Graduate Student Fellowship, Modernist Studies Association (2004)

Graduate School Dissertation Fellowship, Rutgers University (2004-2005)

Graduate Student Scholarship, International James Joyce Foundation (2004)

MLA Graduate Student Travel Grant (2004)

Graduate School Travel Awards (2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005)

Richard Devine Fellowship for Creative Writing (2001)

Banamali Biswas and D.C. Biswas Gold Medal for excellence in work on Shakespeare in the 

     M.A., Jadavpur University (1998)

TEACHING

Undergraduate courses taught
· The Public Life of Criticism

· Contemporary Critical Theory

· Modernism and the Politics of Form (senior seminar)

· Modernism and Empire (senior seminar)

· Modern British Literature (a yearlong course in two terms)

· English in the World

· Modern Indian Literature

· Readings in Literary Theory 

· Principles of Literary Study: Narrative

· The Cultures of Globalization

· Creative Writing in 20th century Literary Contexts: Fiction and Poetry

· Great Ideas – Interdisciplinary Humanities

· Expository Writing 

· Varieties of Writing 

· Introductory Writing

Graduate seminars
· Aesthetics and the Public Sphere
A selection of twentieth and twenty-first century cultural theory focusing on the relation of aesthetics and the public sphere. Themes include the conceptualization and the historicization of the public sphere, the relative importance of economic and discursive phenomena in its emergence and construction, feminist, proletarian and global-southern reimagination of public and private space, debates over the relation of art and politics, aesthetics as form of public rhetoric, the social mission of literature and other arts. Texts by Habermas, Negt & Kluge, Arendt, Benhabib, Williams, Perry Anderson, Horkheimer, Adorno, Lukacs, Jameson, Eagleton, Ahmad, Coetzee and others. 
· Modernism’s Everyday

An approach to literary modernism’s commitment to the motifs of everyday life. Topics include newer aesthetic meanings of the ordinary, its relationship with late 19th and early 20th century developments in ethnography, art, emergent landscapes of urban modernity, flanerie and the poetics of space, advertising, consumerism and the quotidian embodiment of imperialist ideologies, gender-relations, representations of domesticity and boredom. Texts by Joyce, Woolf, Williams, Eliot, Mansfield, De Certeau, Malinowski, Lefebvre, Goffman, Spacks, Cavell, Goodstein and others. 
· The Postcolonial and the Global

A reflexive reading of the relationship between studies of postcoloniality and globalization in their current disciplinary states. Is the difference between the two essentially a matter of temporal focus, or is it predominantly a matter of spatial distribution of power? What about disciplinary moorings – for instance, postcolonialism’s housing in literature and history, globalization’s prosperity in law, economics, urban studies, business and finance? Finally, has postcolonial theory today been subsumed into globalization studies? If so, has this subsumption been total, partial, or in process? Texts by Arendt, Hardt & Negri, Cooper, Ferguson, Behdad, Brennan, Spivak and others.   

· Decolonizing the Novel

An engagement with he globalization of the English novel in the 20th and 21st centuries. To explore how the English language novel fits in – or troubles – recent models of archiving and studying comparative or world literature. Reading novels from Nigeria, India, Guyana and Australia, we will examine how these texts relate to metropolitan and indigenous aesthetic practices and narrative theories. We will also focus on the socio-political implications of colonialism and decolonization, the amorphous relationship of the public and private spheres, the contended fates of human rights and territorial sovereignty as have been variously foregrounded in discussions of the contemporary global novel. Texts by Rhys, Naipaul, Tutuola, Rushdie, Gupta, Okrie, Carey, Coetzee, Shangvi, Sinha, Adichie, Hanif, Greenville, Kempadoo.

TEACHING INTERESTS

· Late nineteenth and twentieth century British and Irish literature 

· World Anglophone literatures

· South African literature

· South Asian literature

· Critical Theory

· Literature and Critical Practice in the Public Sphere
· Postcolonial Theory, Globalization Studies

· Literature of Immigration and Diaspora 

· Fiction Writing

SUPERVISION
Doctoral

Served on several Ph.D. Dissertation and Qualifying Examinations committee in modern and 

     contemporary literary and cultural studies, and critical theory.

Current Ph.D. advisees: Nathaniel Landry (modernism), Siphiwe Gloria Ndlovu (Culture and

     Nationhood in Zimbabwe), Krishna Murali (Human rights and transnationalism)
Undergraduate 

Director and reader for honors theses on Asian-American literature, Cosmopolitanism, post-

     colonial literature.

Current advisee: Nathalie Marran Trepagnier (A study of Evelyn Waugh, Malcolm Lowry and  

     Graham Greene) 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AND ACTIVITIES
Manuscript Reviewer

Contemporary Literature
Temple University Press

Continuum Books
Safundi: The Journal of South African and American Studies
Stanford University

Department of English

Graduate Placement, Co-director, 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11

Member of Graduate Admission Committee, 2010-11 

Elected member, Advisory Committee to the Chair, 2007-2008, 2008-09 

Member of Curriculum Committee, 2007-2008

University Wide

Reader of applications for external faculty fellowships, Stanford Humanities Center, 2007-08,
     2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11
Reader of applications for external faculty fellowships, Center for Studies in Race and Ethnicity,

     2007-08

Reader of applications for Center for Studies in Race and Ethnicity Research Institute Graduate 
     Dissertation Fellowships, 2010-11

LANGUAGES: Bengali (native proficiency), Hindi (conversation and basic reading), French (basic reading).

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Modern Language Association of America 

Modernist Studies Association

The International James Joyce Foundation

The International Virginia Woolf Society

United States Association for Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies

South Asian Literature Association
REFERENCES

Derek Attridge

Professor, Department of English and Related Literature
University of York
Heslington
York, Y010 5DD 
Email: derek.attridge@york.ac.uk
Amit Chaudhuri

Author

Email: amitchaudhuri@gmail.com
