CURRICULUM VITAE

Prof. William S. Sax, PhD
Department of Anthropology

South Asia Institute, INF 330

69120 Heidelberg, GERMANY

  Phone  49 6221 548 931

Fax 49 6221 544 998

william.sax@urz.uni-heidelberg.de

residence

Sitzbuchweg 40

Heidelberg 69118

GERMANY

Phone 49 6221 656 630

personal

Born 1957 in Colville, Washington  

Married Sylvia Jeanette Sax 1980  

Two daughters: Lila (1983) and Sarah (1988)

education
Hindi Diploma, Benares Hindu University, Varanasi, India, 1978

B. A. (High Honors), South Asian Studies, University of Washington (Seattle), 1980

B. A. (High Honors), Asian Langs. and Literatures, University of Washington (Seattle), 1980

M.A., Anthropology, The University of Chicago, 1982 (Thesis: The Ramnagar Ramlila: a theatre of pilgrimage; advisors Ralph Nicholas (chairperson), Bernard Cohn, R. T. Smith.

Ph.D., Anthropology, The University of Chicago, 1987 (Dissertation: Chaya Maya: the songs and journeys of Nandadevi; advisors Ralph Nicholas (co-chairperson), McKim Marriott (co-chairperson), Paul Friedrich, Wendy Doniger (ne O'Flaherty).

employment
Teaching Assistant, The University of Chicago, 1985-86

Postdoctoral Fellow, Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies, 1987-89

Lecturer, Department of Anthropology, Harvard University, 1988-89

Senior Lecturer, Philosophy and Religious Studies, University of Canterbury, 1989-2000

Professor and Head, Department of Anthropology, South Asia Institute, 2000-

books

1991.  Mountain Goddess: Gender and Politics in a Central Himalayan Pilgrimage.  New York: Oxford University Press.  (monograph)

1995.  The Gods at Play: Lila in South Asia.  New York: OUP. (edited volume)

2002. Dancing the Self: personhood and performance in the pandav lila of Garhwal.  New York: OUP. (monograph)

in press.  God of Justice: ritual healing in the central Himalaya.  New York: Oxford University Press

Plays
2001. (with Data Ram Purohit.)  Shri Nanda Devi Raj Jat (in Hindi).

Peer-Reviewed articles

1990.  Village Daughter, Village Goddess: Residence, Gender, and Politics in a Himalayan Pilgrimage.  American Ethnologist  17 (3):491-512.

1990.  The Ramnagar Ramlila: Text, Performance, Pilgrimage.  History of Religions 30 (2): 129-53. (Reprinted in Singh Rana P. B., ed.  1993.  Banaras (Varanasi) Cosmic Order, Sacred City, Hindu Traditions.  Varanasi: Tara Book Agency, p. 257-73.)

1993. Goddess or goddesses?  Politics and Theology in the Study of Hinduism. Sites: a journal 

for radical perspectives on culture 25:105-117.

1995. Introduction.  In W. S. Sax, ed, The Gods at Play: Lila in South Asia.  New York: OUP.

1995.  Who's Who in  Pandav Lila?  In W. S. Sax, ed, The Gods at Play: Lila in South Asia.  New York: OUP, pp. 131-55.

1997.  Fathers, Sons, and Rhinoceroses: Masculinity and Violence in the Pandav Lila.  Journal of the American Oriental Society 117 (2): 278-94.

1998.  The Hall of Mirrors: Orientalism, Anthropology, and the Other.  American Anthropologist 100 (2): 22-31.

1999.  State Sovereignty vs. Human Rights: a Reply to Paul Morris.  Asia Quarterly July-September 1999: 8-9.

2000.
In Karna's Realm: an ontology of action.  Journal of Indian Philosophy 28 (3): 295-324.

2000.  Conquering the Quarters: Religion and Politics in Hinduism.  International Journal of Hindu Studies 4(1): 39-60.

2004.  Healing Rituals: a critical performative approach.  Anthropology and Medicine 11 (3): 

293-306.

2004.  Reply to Reviewers.  Review Forum, (Review of W. S. Sax, Dancing the Self: Personhood and Performance in the Pandav Lila of Garhwal.)  Journal of Ritual Studies 18 (3): 000 - 000

2005.  Introduction (with Stefan Ecks).  In Ecks, Stefan and William S. Sax, eds.  The Ills of Marginality: new perspectives on subaltern health.  Special Issue of Anthropology and Medicine, Nov. 2005.

2006.  Agency.  In Kreinath, Jens and Jan Snoek and Michael Stausberg, eds., Theorizing Rituals: Vol. I: Issues, Topics, Approaches, Concepts.  (Numen Book Series: Studies in the History of Religions 114-1).  Leiden: Brill.

2006.  Divine Kingship in the Western Himalayas.  In William S. Sax, ed., European Bulletin of Himalayan Research 29-30: 7-13.

2006.  Rituals of the Warrior khund. In William S. Sax, ed., European Bulletin of Himalayan Research 29-30: 120-134.

forthcoming.  "I have no one!"  Ritual Healing and Family Relationships in Garhwal.  In Caterina Guenzi and Ines Zupanov, eds., Purusartha 27, Divins remèdes. Médecine et religion en Inde. 

in press.  Hindu Pilgrimage.  In Lindsay Jones, et al, eds.   The Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition.  New York: Macmillan.

other articles

1987.  Kumbha Mela.  In Mircea Eliade, et al, eds., Encyclopedia of Religion.  New York: Macmillan & Co.
1991.  Ritual and Performance in the Pandavalila of Uttarakhand.  In Arvind Sharma, ed., Essays on the Mahabharata, p. 274-95. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

1992. Pilgrimage Unto Death.  In Jim Veitch, ed., To Strive and Not to Yield: Essays in Honour of Colin Brown.  Wellington, New Zealand: Victoria University Press.

1993.  Lila.   In William Scott Green, ed.,  Harper's Dictionary of Religion.

1994.  Gender and Politics in Garhwal.  In Nita Kumar, ed.,  Women as Subjects: South Asian Histories, pp. 172-210.  Calcutta: Stree.

1996.  Draupadi and Kunti in the Pandav Lila.  In The Wild Goddess in South Asia, ed. Axel Michaels and Cornelia Vogelsanger.  Zurich: Studia Religiosa Helvetica, Vol. 1, pp. 355-81.

1996.  Hinduism: Reverence for the Natural Environment.  In James Veitch, ed., Can Humanity Survive?  The World's Religions and the Environment, p. 51-68.  Auckland: Awareness Book Company.

1999.  Worshiping Epic Villains: A Kaurava Cult in the Central Himalayas.  In Beissinger, Margaret, et al, eds.  Epic Traditions in the Contemporary World: the Poetics of Community.  Berkeley: UCB Press, pp. 169-186.

1999. Gender and the Representation of Violence in Pandav Lila.  Chapter 10 in I. Julia Leslie, ed., Gender Constructs in Indian Religion and Society.  Delhi: Motilal.

2000.  Residence and Ritual in the Garhwal Himalayas.  In Maheshwar P. Joshi and Allen C. 

Fanger and Charles W. Brown, eds., Himalaya: Past and Present, Volume IV, pp. 79-114.  Almora, India: Shree Almora Book Depot.

2001.  The Pandav Lila of Uttarakhand.  In Molly Kaushal, ed., Chanted Narratives: the Living "Katha-Vachana" Tradition.  Delhi: Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, pp. 165-174.

2002.  Heilungsrituale: Ein kritischer performativer Ansatz.  Paragrana 12.1-2: 385-404.

2002.  Pandav Lila.  In Peter J. Claus and Margaret A. Mills, eds.  South Asian Folklore: An Encyclopedia.  New York: Routledge. 

2002.  Ram Lila.  In Peter J. Claus and Margaret A. Mills, eds.  South Asian Folklore: An Encyclopedia.  New York: Routledge.

2003. Divine Kingdoms in the Central Himalayas.  In Niels Gutschow, et al, eds., Sacred Landscapes of the Himalaya.  Vienna: Verlag der Österreichischan Akademie der Wissenschaften.

2004.  Heilrituale der Dalits im indischen Zentral-Himalaya.  In Dietrich Harth und Gerrit Jasper  Schenk, Hrg., Ritualdynamik: Kulturübergreifende Studien zur Theorie und Geschichte rituellen Handelns.  Heidelberg: Synchron 2004, 363-380.

2004.  Addicted to Justice, Ecstatic in Union. Paragrana 13: 62-77.

2006a.  A Divine Identity-Crisis.  In Köpping, Klaus-Peter and Bernhard Leistle and Michael Rudolph eds.  Ritual and Identity: Performative Practices as Effective Transformations of Social Reality?  Hamburg / Münster / London: LIT.

2006b.  At the Borders of Morality: Rituals of Aggression.  In Henrik Jungaberle and Rolf Verres, eds Jungaberle, Henrik and Rolf Verres and Fletcher DuBois, eds., Rituale erneuern: Ritualdynamik und Grenzerfahrung aus interdisziplinärer Perspektive, pp. 297-14.  Gießen: Psychosozial Verlag.

2007.  Heilen Rituale?  In Axel Michaels, ed., Die neue Kraft der Rituale.  Heidelberg: Universitätsverlag Winter, pp. 213-236.

2007.  Healing. In Cush, Denise and Catherine Robinson and Michael York, eds., RoutledgeCurzon Encyclopedia of Hinduism 

2007.  The Himalayas.  In Cush, Denise and Catherine Robinson and Michael York, eds., Routledge Curzon Encyclopedia of Hinduism

2007.  The Royal Procession of the Goddess Nanda.  In Prozessionen, Wallfahrten, Aufmärsche: Bewegung zwischen Religion und Politik in Europa und Asien seit dem Mittelalter . . . Menschen und Kulturen. Gengnagel, Jörg and Monika Horstmann and Gerald Schwedler, eds. Beihefte zum Saeculum (Band 3, 4 od. 5). Böhlau: Koeln:Weimar , pp. 277-87.

2007.  Pandav Lila.  In Samuel Leiter, ed., Encyclopedia of Asian Theatre.

2007.  Religion and Traditional South Asian Theatre.  In Samuel Leiter, ed., Encyclopedia of Asian Theatre.
Forthcoming.  Pandav Lila.  In K. L. Seshagiri Rao, ed., Encyclopedia of Hinduism and Indic Religions.
Forthcoming.  Ritual and Theatre  in Hinduism.  In Nielsen, Bent Flemming and Bent Holm and Karen Vedel, eds.,  Religion, Ritual, Theatre.
book reviews  (numerous).

honors and fellowships

Phi Beta Kappa (Alpha of Washington)

A. I. I. S.  Dissertation Research Fellowship, 1983-84 (declined)

IIE Fulbright-Hays Fellowship 1983-1984 (declined)

Department of Education Fulbright-Hays Graduate Research Fellow, 1983-86

N.S.F. Doctoral Dissertation Research Fellow, 1984-86 


S. S. R. C.  Doctoral Research Fellow, 1986-87

Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellow, 1986-87

Ira Kukin Scholar, Harvard University, 1987-89

Visiting Scholar, Center for the Study of World Religions, 1987-1989

A. I. I. S. Senior Research Fellowship, 1989-1990

University of Canterbury Research Grant-in-Aid 1989-90

University of Canterbury Research Grant 1992-95

Honorable Mention, Hans Rosenhaupt Memoral Book Award for 1993 


(for Mountain Goddess)

MacMillan Brown Lecturer, University of Canterbury, 1995

N.E. H. Fellow (A.I.I.S.), 1998

Visiting Professor, EHESS (Paris) March-April 2006

research

Doctoral research in India, 1983-1986, funded by Department of Education Fulbright-Hays Grant Number G00-83-00-851.


National Science Foundation Grant Number 8313107 to McKim Marriott 
$7,525.00).


Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies Postdoctoral Fellow, Harvard University, 1987-89


American Institute for Indian Studies Senior Research Fellowship 1990-91
University of Canterbury Grant-in-Aid 1990-91


University of Canterbury Research Grant 1992-95 



NZ$12,000

ASIA 2000 Foundation grant for conference of New Zealand Specialists on South , on "Religion and Politics in South Asia" 1995 




NZ $9253


University of Canterbury Research Grant 1995-96 



NZ$10,000


American Institute for Indian Studies Senior Research Fellowship 1997-98
N.E.H. Senior Research Fellow 1997-98




US$12,000

University of Canterbury Research Grant 1997-98 



NZ$10,000

DFG - Projekt  Ko  1264/6-1        
1999-2003  
           

 ca.
€ 137, 000

DFG 4850/40/02 Kongress-Zuschuss   
2002



€ 10, 700

"Gender, Health and Politics in South Asia"

SFB 619 Teilprojekt A4
2002-2005 




€ 141, 392

"Handlungspotential (agency) und territoriale Rituale in Indien"
DFG-Projekt SA 930/1-1 & 930/1-2  
2001-2005
            ca.
€ 212, 391 

"Umstrittene Zentren: Konstruktion und Wandel sozio-kultureller Indentitäten 

in der indischen Region Orissa"

DFG-Projekt SA 930/4-1 + 930/4-2 
2001-2005
           

 ca.
€190, 309 "Dokumentation eines Heilkultes im Zentral-Himalaya und dessen Analyse  im Rahmen der "kritisch-interpretativen Medizinethnologie" und der "Performanz-Theorie"

DFG  4850/92-04 Kongress-Zuschuss  
2004



€ 10, 300

"The Ills of Marginality: New Perspectives on Subaltern Health in South Asia"

SFB 619 Sub-Project A5, Ritual Healing and its critics, July 2005 - June 2009, EU 165.700

current research

ritual healing; Indian theatre; medical anthropology; Dalits in North India

languages

Hindi (R, W, S)

German (R, W, S)

Medieval Hindi (R, W)

Bengali (R, W, S)

Pahari (R, W, S)

Sanskrit (R)

teaching

Religions of South Asia, Ethnography of South Asia, Ritual Theory, Medical Anthropology, Social Theory, Performance Theory  

Professional service

Consultant and translator, The Wages of Action: Hinduism in a North Indian Village, a BBC Open University/University of Wisonsin film by David Thompson, 1979

Taught English as a Second Language in Varanasi, India 1978-79.

Consultant, Ajuba Dance and Drama Company, a film by Ron Hess, 1978

Executive Committee, New Zealand Association of Social Anthropologists,  1990-present

Executive Committee, New Zealand India Society 1991-present

Library Liason Officer, Religious Studies, University of Canterbury, 1991-93

President, Amnesty International, University of Canterbury Group No. 44, 1992-94

Secretary, New Zealand Asian Studies Association, 1992-94

Chief Instigator, Commitee for Asian Studies at the University of Canterbury, 1993

Religious Studies Subject Coordinator, 1994-96

Committee on Asian Studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Canterbury, 1994

Editorial Board, The Society of Pilgrimage Studies, Allahabad, India

Invited Participant in the Informal Asian Studies Workship sponsored by the Asia 2000 foundation, Wellington, November 28-29, 1994.

Executive Council, New Zealand Asian Studies Association, 1995-

Elected Member, Asian Studies Review Committee, University of Canterbury, 1995

International Advisory Board, Journal of Vai≈s≈nava Studies

Editorial Board, Association of Studies on Himalayas

Editorial Board, American Academy of Religion, “Religion” Series

Elected Member, Working Party on Anthropology, University of Canterbury, 1996

Course Co-ordinator, Anthropology 101, University of Canterbury, 1998

Elected Member, Board of Studies in Anthropology, University of Canterbury, 1998

Ensom Prize Examiner, University of Canterbury, 1998

Vorstand, Sonderforschungsbereich Ritualdynamik (SFB 619), 2002 - present

Mitglied des Fakultätsrats, Fakultät für Verhaltens- und Empirische Kulturwissenschaften

Steering Committe, Tropical Medicine Heidelberg, 2004-

Managing Editor, European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 2003-05.

Managing Director, South Asia Institute, 2006-08.

Steering Committe, Graduate School in Public Health, Heidelberg University 

Wissenschaftliche Beirat (Advisory Board), Trauma und Gewalt. Forschung und Praxisfelder
professional memberships

American Anthropological Association


American Academy of Religion

American Ethnological Society

Amnesty International

Association of University Staff of New Zealand

Association for Asian Studies

Association for Asian Studies in New Zealand (National Secretary)

Center for the Study of World Religions

Deutscher Hochschulverband

New Zealand Association of Social Anthropologists (National Executive)

New Zealand India Society

Phi Beta Kappa (Alpha of Washington)

Society for Tantrik Studies

public lectures (English)
"The Songs and Journeys of the Goddess Nanda": University of Rochester 2/88, Harvard University (Dept. of Anthropology) 3/88, University of Iowa 4/88,  Harvard University (Divinity School) 4/88, University of Canterbury 10/89 

"A Central Himalayan Folk Drama," University of Rochester 2/88, Williams College 3/88, University of Iowa 4/88

"Ritual and Politics in the Central Himalayas": Harvard University (Center for the Study of World Religions) 10/88, University of North Carolina 2/89,  University of Virginia 2/89, University of Washington 3/89, University of Canterbury 4/90, University of Arizona 11/90

"Women in Hinduism," Villa Maria School  3/90, St. Barnabas Church  8/90

"Religion and Politics in India," Workers' Educational Association, Christchurch, 6/90

"Performing the Mahabharata," Religious Studies Society, University of Canterbury, 3/92

"Hindu Goddesses and Hindu Women," The University of Waikato, 8/92

"Pilgrims, Priests, and Politicians in the Central Himalayas," The University of Waikato, 8/92

"Human Rights in India," Amnesty International (Christchurch) 8/90, 5/92, Amnesty International University Group, Christchurch, 6/92

"500 Years On: Human Rights and the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas," Amnesty International Group, Nelson, New Zealand 10/92

"Hindu-Muslim Conflict in India," Windows, Christchurch, 4/93; Centre for Continuing Education, University of Canterbury, 6/93

"Playing the Villains: Good Guys and Bad Guys in a Central Himalayan Epic", University of Chicago 4/94, Emory University 4/94, University of Wisconsin 4/94; University of Canterbury 6/94

"Flashpoints in India and Pakistan", Christchurch WEA, 11/94

"Kali is Draupadi," University of Bern, l1/94

"The Current Scene in India," CHch Downtown Rotary, 11/94, CHch breakfast club 1/95

"Ethnography Without Apology, or First Past the Postcolonial Postmodern Postethnographic Anthropology"  Lincoln University 3/95

“A Divine King in the Western Himalaya,” Religious Studies Society, University of Canterbury, 4/95; University of Washington, 11/95; University of Chicago 11/95; University of Rochester 11/95; University of Bern, 1/96

“Religion and Drama,” New Zealand India Society, 18/95; Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, New Delhi, 4/97.

“The Gods at Play: Art, Religion, Politics.”  The MacMillan Brown lectures for 1995

“Fathers, Sons, and Rhinoceroses,”  University of Washington, 11/95; University of Chicago 11/95; University of Rochester 11/95; SOAS (London), 1/96

"Dalit Religion in Garhwal," IGNCA, New Delhi, 4/97.

"The Pandav Nrtya of Uttarakhand," IGNCA, New Delhi, 2/97

"Divine Kingdoms in the Western Himalaya," IGNCA, New Delhi, 12/97; Department of Anthropology, Auckland University, 8/98

"Oracular Therapy in the Garhwal Himalaya," Institute of Human Behaviour and Allied Sciences," Delhi, 1/98; Okeover Centre for Continuing Education 4/98

"Divine Kingdoms in the Central Himalayas," University of Heidelberg, 5/98; Auckland University 8/99

"Nuclear India," Christchurch Rotary Club 6/98

"Dominance and Hegemony Reconsidered: a case study in performance," University of Heidelberg, 7/98, Centre for South Asian Studies (Melbourne) 8/98

"Recapturing Ethnography, " University of Tasmania 9/98, 

"Dancing the Self," Melbourne South Asia Group 8/98

"The Epics Today," Christchurch Indian Association 7/98

"How can the Subaltern be?  Consciousness and the "Problem" of Dalit Consciousness" Heidelberg University, 6/99

"The End of Life", U3A Christchurch, 7/99

"Spirit Possession and the 'Problem' of Dalit Consciousness"; Heidelberg University, 6/99

"Performance and Healing," Berlin, 12/01

"An "Untouchable" Healing Cult, Salzau, 05/01

"The Pilgrimage to Hinglaj," Wellington and Christchurch, 06/01

Vienna, 10-12 May 2002

"God of Small People," Madison Wisconson, 10/03

"The Intoxication of Poverty and the Addiction to Justice", Berlin, 06/03

"Magical Warfare," Heidelberg, 06/04

"Villages as Agents," University of Lund, Sweden, 07/04

"A Cult of Ritual Healing," University of Köln, 12/04

"The Pilgrimage of Nanda Devi Revisited," Harvard University, 03/05

"New Questions in Ritual Healing," University of Arizona, 03/05

"Divine Kingship in the Central Himalayas," University of California at Berkeley, 03.05 

"Living the Mahabharata," University of London, 07/05 

"Possession and Healing, " University of Berlin, 05/05

"Healing and Modernity," Istanbul, 08/05

"Critiques of Ritual Healing, " Kassell, 10/05  

"Healing and Agency," Max Planck Institute for Ethnology, Halle, 10/05

"The Cult of Mahasu," Berlin, 11/05

"Building Bridges to South Asia," Hamburg, 11/05

"Fieldwork Amongst the Dalits," EHESS (Paris), 03/06, Yale University 03/06

"Landscape, History and Society," EHESS (Paris), 03/06

"God of Small Persons," EHESS (Paris), 03/06; SAI Research Colloq. 06/06

"A New Approach to Ritual Healing," EHESS (Paris), 03/06, LSE 05/06

"Health and Environment in South Asia," SAI Students Assn. 05/06

public lectures (Hindi)
"Gadhwal mem Devi ki Puja" (Goddess Worship in Garhwal), Kumaon University (Almora Campus) 11/93, Garhwal University (Srinagar) 12/93, Archaeological Institute (Delhi) 1/94.  

"Paschcim Himalaya mem Divya Raya" (A Divine King in the Western Himalaya)"; H.N.B. Garhwal University, India 1/96

"Pandav Lila mem Gainda ka Mahttva (The Importance of the Rhinoceros in Pandav Lila)"; H.N.B. Garhwal University, India, 1/96

"Kshetrakarya ka Mahattva (The Importance of Fieldwork)", Department of Anthropology, H.N.B. Garhwal University, India; 2/97

"Gadhwal ka Pandav Nrtya (The Pandava Dance of Garhwal)"; SPIC MACAY (Society for the Promotion of Indian Culture and Music Among Youth; Dehra Dun; 4/97

"Postmodernism and Ethnography"; Department of Anthropology, H.N.B. Garhwal University, India; 1/00

"Nyaya ka Devata," The 5th annual Gopi Mohan lecture, University of Kumaon, Nainital, February 2003

public lectures (German)

"Die Notwendigkeit des Rituales," Foundation Lecture, Heidelberg, 2001

"Heilung and Sprache," Medizinische Psychologie Heidelberg, 6/03

"Heilen Rituale?"  Studium Generale, Heidelberg, 12/05

conferences organized

"The Concept of Lila in South Asia," Center for the Study of World Religions, Harvard University, 4/89 

"Religion and Politics in South Asia," Raetihi Lodge, Marlborough Sounds, New Zealand 

"Gender, Health and Politics in South Asia" South Asia Institute, Dept. of Anthroplogy, July 2002.

"The Ills of Marginality: New Perspectives on Subaltern Health in South Asia" South Asia Institute, Dept. of Anthroplogy, July 2004.

"Divine Kingship in the Himalayas," supported by SFB 619, Heidelberg, 12/04

conference papers  (numerous)

References
Prof. Diana Eck, The Study of Religion, Phillips Brooks House, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 02138 USA <<dianaeck@fas.harvard.edu>>

Prof. McKim Marriott, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, 1126 E. 59th St., The University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 60637 USA <<mmarriot@midway.uchicago.edu>>

Prof. Dr. Axel Michaels, Department of Classical Indology, South Asia Institute, INF 330, D-69120 Heidelberg, Germany <<axel.michaels@urz.uni-heidelberg.de>>

PAGE  
1

