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The symbol is a graphic statement which stands for international academic 
exchange and onwards search of knowledge for the betterment of the human 
being. 

The overlapping circular segments of the design denote global interaction, creating a 
flame emitting enlightenment, this flame emerges out of the traditional Indian 'diya' 
(lamp)-a source of Light, Understanding and Brotherhood. 

The design is also representative of the rose-bud closely associated with the name of Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru.

A University stands for humanism, for tolerance, for 
reason, for the adventure of ideas and for the search of 
truth. It stands for the onward march of the human race 
towards ever higher objectives. If the Universities 
discharge their duties  adequately, then it is well with the 
Nation and the People. 
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the period 2012-13 in fulfillment of the requirements of Statute 

12(1) of the University Act and Statutes of the University. The 

Finance Officer shall present the Annual Accounts for the year 

2012-13, Revised Estimates for 2013-14 and Budget Estimates 

for the year 2014-15.  For the last two years, we have been able 

to place the report on time before both Houses of the 

Parliament. Recently, a 10-member Parliamentary Committee 

on Papers Laid on the Table (COPLOT), Rajya Sabha, lauded the 

efforts made by JNU in laying these reports on time before both 

the Houses of Parliament during the last two reporting periods, 

and suggested that an abridged version of the Annual Report 

should be prepared to highlight the achievements of the 

University - Schools/Centres and faculty. Accordingly, this year 

the Annual Report has been prepared in two parts, an abridged 

version and a detailed one. The major achievements and 

activities of the University during 2012-13 have been summa-

rized in the abridged version. 

I would like to mention that we have now modified our Website 

which records many of the activities and achievements of the 

University on real time basis.

Besides evolving innovative programs of study and courses, 

teaching, guiding and conducting research beyond the 

conventional bounds of their areas of specialization, members 

of faculty are engaged in writing and editing books, contribut-

ing chapters to volumes, publishing papers and articles, 

organizing and participating in seminars, conferences and 

workshops, delivering lectures and managing research 

projects.

The University also publishes a number of well-known journals 

in Social Sciences, International Studies and Humanities 

including foreign languages and literatures. The University has 

also its own official publications disseminating news about the 

University. In a new initiative, the University has begun 

publishing a Hindi Magazine, JNU Parisar.

Faculty Output:

Before I begin, I would like to share with the distinguished 

members of this august body the pain and anguish over the 

shocking incident that occurred in the School of Language, 

Literature & Culture Studies on 31st July 2013.  At this annual 

meet, I would like to express my deep sense of appreciation of 

the efforts of the entire JNU community, for the way in which 

they conducted themselves after the incident.  Everyone came 

forward and worked in unison for maintaining peace and 

harmony, and for strengthening the confidence building 

measures.  This reminded me of the JNU ethos and why JNU is 

unique. But, I must confess, and perhaps the distinguished 

members will also agree, that there is a need for us to be 

vigilant and guard against any attempts at disturbing this 

unique character of JNU.

Support from our Chancellor was immense; he even visited the 

hospital himself to inquire about the welfare of the injured 

student. Further, I would like to mention here that with the 

guidance and cooperation of the University community, a 

number of initiatives have been taken to ensure that such 

incidents do not occur in future. We have received some 

reports from Committee(s)/groups set up in the aftermath of 

this incident. We are now working on devising appropriate 

short term and long term mechanisms to strengthen existing 

structures and also to create new ones.

Now, let me turn to activities during the period of the report.

On behalf of the Executive Council of the University, I have 

great pleasure in placing before you the 43rd Annual Report for 

Excerpts from Vice – Chancellor's speech delivered on 3 December, 2013 at 
the University Court Meeting
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religious, caste and economic plurality of society. The details of 

gender and social profiles and also programs are given below:
Students:  Students of the Universty are drawn from all parts 

of the country and are representative of the linguistic, 

Vice – Chancellor's Speech…..

GENDER PROFILE SOCIAL PROFILE PROGRAMS

• Male 4054 • Scheduled Caste 1058 • Research (M.Phil/Ph.D.,M.Tech, Direct Ph.D.) 4609
• Female 3623 • Scheduled Tribe 632 • Graduate(M.A./M.Sc./MCA) 2113

------------ • OBC 1948 • Undergraduate (B.A.Hons.) 837
Total: 7677 • PWD 179 • Part-time Program 118

• Others 3563
• Foreign nationals 297

Grant of Status as Centres of Advanced Studies 

(CAS):

Several Centres/Schools of the University have been granted 

the status of Centre of Advanced Studies (CAS), Departmental 

Research Assistance (DRS), Special Assistance Pogramme 

(SA), Departmental of Special Assistance (DSA) and Innovative 

Programme: Teaching and Research in Interdisciplinary and 

Emerging Areas by UGC by providing special grants as 

mentioned below:

Degrees Awarded: During 2012-13, the number of students 
who completed their programs of study and research from JNU 
is detailed below:

Certificate/Diploma/Advanced Diploma (part-time) 73

B.A. Hons/Pass 246

M.Tech 45

M.A. 713

M.Sc/MCA/MPH 112

M.Phil 621

Ph.D. 414

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Centre/School Title of Programme Tenability

CSSS/SSS UGC-CAS 2007-13; extended up to 31.3.2018

CHS/SSS UGC-CAS 2008-13; requested for extension

CSRD/SSS UGC-CAS-II 2009-14;  up to 31.3.2014

CESP/SSS UGC:CAS 2010-15; up to 31.3.2015

ZHCES/SSS UGC-DSA 2009-14; up to 31.3.2014

CES/SLL&CS UGC/SAP-DRS-II 2009-14; up to 31.3.2014

CPS/SSS UGC:DSA 2009-14; up to 31.3.2014

SCMM SAP-DRS 2009-14; up to 31.3.2014

SPS DSA-SAP-I 2009-14; up to 31.3.2014

SES DSA-SAP-II 2007-12

SBT UGC-DRS 2009-14; up to 31.3.2014

SLS UGC-CAS 2007-12; requested for extension

NCAHG/SLS UGC-DSA 2007-12; requested for extension

R&CAAS/SIS Area Studies Prog.(ASP) 2007-12; up to 30.9.2013

CWAS/SIS Gulf Studies Prog. (GSP 2007-12; up to 30.9.2013

CAS/SIS African Studies(AS) 2008-13; up to 30.9.2013

CIAS/SIS(formerly Inner Asian Studies/SIS 2007-12; up to 30.9.2013
CSCSEAS/WSP/SIS

CFFS/SLL&CS UGC:Innovative Program 2008-2013;  up to 31.3.2013

• Our former Chancellor, Professor Yashpal was honoured 

with India's second highest Civilian Honour Padma 

Vibhushan for his contribution to science education and 

space technology.

Recognitions/Awards: A number of faculty members have 

received recognitions/awards for their contributions as 

illustrated in the Annual Report. I am mentioning here only 

some of these for brevity:
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SLL&CS:

SSS:

Faculty Research Projects:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Professor Anvita Abbi, Centre for Linguistics was con-

ferred with the prestigious national award, Padma Shri for 

her contribution to the study of endangered and lesser 

known languages of India.

Dr. Mujeebur Rahman, Centre of Arabic and African 

Studies received the Presidential Award of Maharishi 

Badarayan Vyas Samman from the Honourable President 

of India for his contribution to Arabic Language and 

Literature Studies in India.

The Centre for English Studies was again ranked among 

the top 50-100 Departments of English Language and 

Literature in QS World University Rankings – the only 

programme in the University to be ranked in this fashion 

for the second time in three years. 

Prof. S.S. Jodhka, Centre for the Study of Social Systems 

received the Amartya Sen Award 2012 sponsored by 

ICSSR, New Delhi for exceptional contribution to agrarian 

studies.

Professor C.P. Chandrasekhar, Centre for Economic 

Studies and Planning, was awarded the Malcolm 

Adisheshiah Prize for contributions to Social Sciences by 

MIDS, Chennai.

Professor Jayati Ghosh delivered the Ralph Miliband 

Memorial Lecture at the London School of Economics in 

May 2012 and the Lectio Magistralis of the Fondazione 

Lelio Bassi in Rome in June 2012.

Research Projects awarded by the UGC and other funding 

agencies during 2012-13:

SA&A:

SES:

SLS:

SPS:

SC&IS:

SCMM:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Prof. H. S. Shivaprakash received the Sahitya Akademi 

Award for Kannada Literature, 2012 for his book of poems, 

Mabbina Haage Kaniveyaasi.

Prof. Sudha Bhattacharya as Fellow of Indian National 

Science Academy.

Dr. Jayant K.Tripathi received National Geoscience Award 

of Government of India.

Dr. Dinesh Mohan received Hiyoshi Environmental Award 

(Hiyoshi Corporation, Japan).

Prof. R.N.K. Bamezai received the late L.D. Sanghvi Oration 

Award for outstanding contribution in Human Genetics 

Research in India, awarded by the Indian Society of Human 

Genetics at its 38th Annual Conference at BHU in 2012.

Professor R.Rajaraman, Professor Emeritus has been 

awarded the prestigious Leo Szilard Lectureship award, 

instituted by the American Physical Society in recognition 

of his outstanding contributions to nuclear policy work.

Dr. Pradipta Bandyopadhyay has received the 

Distinguished Lecturership Award (2013) from Chemical 

Society, Japan.

Professor Suman Dhar received the Shanti Swarup 

Bhatnagar Prize in Biological Sciences. 

Vice – Chancellor's Speech…..

Year No. of Projects awarded
by the UGC other agencies

2012-13 09 60(including 07 foreign
institutions-funded)

No. of Projects awarded by Funds approved(in lakhs)

2087.36

for improved R&D performance under DST's  scheme for 

“Promotion of University Research and Scientific Excellence” 

(PURSE). This is an incentive award scheme with a focus on 

rejuvenation of research in our University sector. In recogni-

tion of the improved performance and based on various 

DST's PURSE SCHEME:

I am happy to inform the distinguished members that the 

Government of India, Ministry of Science & Technology, 

Department of Science & Technology has lauded JNU's efforts 



Indian Patents PCT Applications International Patents

Year Application filed Granted Application filed Granted Application filed Granted

2012-13 6 1 2 2 1 -
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ments in the country, involved in research in science and 
engineering and teaching. With these funds, the primary focus 
of the School will be to coordinate and facilitate research and 
education, primarily in the interface areas of physics and 
chemistry of materials, and conduct research with synthesized 
modern materials, through the development of advanced 
experimental and theoretical tools.

 JNU has been 

identified as a site for the NME-ICT Mission for Education 

through ICT and to build e-classrooms from which the NKN will 

be used to implement a countrywide classroom with funding 

from MHRD as part of its objective of bridging the digital divide 

envisaged by the EME-ICT scheme.  An MoU has been submit-

ted to MHRD.

IPM Cell has helped in filing the following Indian and interna-

tional patent applications during 2012-2013:

NME-ICT at JNU and DTH Up-linking:

Intellectual Property Management (IPM) Cell:

criteria, JNU has been awarded Rs 32.00 crores under the 

PURSE grant scheme. This award could be utilized in the next 

four years starting 2014.

The Department of Science & Technology, Govt. of India, has 
accepted the proposal of the School of Physical Sciences for a 
grant of Rs 8.4 crores under its FIST program through a 
competitive process from among a total of about 150 depart-

DST's FIST PROGRAM:

Library Facilities:

Health Centre: 

 In addition to creating a congenial 

environment for use of library resources by providing all 

necessary facilities in the form of books, journals, computers, 

training, orientation programs, etc., the JNU Central Library 

has provided e-resources for students and faculty. The Library 

is now accessible from anywhere and at any time.  The faculty 

and students can access all of the University's e-resources 

including library catalogues, e-journals, e-books, and all the 

databases that have been subscribed in the Central Library 

from anywhere and anytime from their homes, hostels or 

travelling abroad.  The focus is to electronically deliver 

information to those who physically cannot come to the library.  

Creating new facilities and up-gradation of existing service is a 

continuing process and the Central Library has taken a number 

of steps in this regard to improve the quality of services., 

especially up-gradation of Hellen Keller Unit meant for 

differently-abled  students.

Besides extending  specialized OPD in 

Medicine, Cardiology, Dental, Skin, Orthopedics, Psychiatry, 

Eye, ENT  and Homeopathic treatment facility to students and 

retired employees free of cost and faculty and staff on the 

campus free services for consultation and investigation 

International Collaboration/ Networking:

A large number of Universities from all over the world are 

seeking academic collaboration with JNU. This is essential for 

pooling and exchanging information and for sharing of 

experiences, resources and research findings.   With the 

advancement of communication technology, the global internet 

exchange provides us a great opportunity to help students 

equip themselves better with knowledge and skills.  During the 

year under report, 21 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

and 10 Agreement of Cooperation (AOC) were signed with 

various foreign Universities/Institutions.

 at the Centre for Studies in 

Social Systems, School of Social Sciences, has run 

successfully for 11 years and won the award from DAAD, 

Germany for the top-ten international Master's Program.  

The GSP students come to JNU from 15-18 different 

countries and take back memories of time spent and work 

done here. This year, there will be about 22 girls and 8 boys 

in the GSP batch. The University has been providing hostel 

accommodation to this group of students for the duration 

of their work at JNU.

• Global Studies Program
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children have benefited. Unnoticed Group (a students' 
initiative) volunteers are imparting skill and holistic develop-
ment training to these families.  The increasing participation of 
students and other members of Campus in NSS activities has 
been encouraging.  Besides, NSS JNU Unit and JNU Eco Club 
came together to organize the 2nd VAN MAHOTSAV, a one 
week plantation drive in August 2013.

 Elections to JNUSU were conducted 

satisfactorily as per schedule.

 The UGC Academic Staff College 

(ASC) at JNU has successfully completed 23 years and has 

emerged as a major training centre of teachers in the country.  

During the period of report, ASC conducted five orientation 

courses and trained 163 college/university teachers, including 

10 from JNU, organized thirteen refresher courses in different 

subjects. ASC hosted 266 college/University teachers from 

various parts of the country, and conducted 5 short term 

programs including a National Conference of the ASC Alumni.

 24 Fellows joined JNIAS from all over the world for 

various durations for the period of this report.  The Fellows 

delivered lectures, participated in seminars and colloquia as 

given below:

Book Launches 02

Seminars/Group talks 04

Colloquia 08

Workshops 02

International Conference 01

 The faculty 

forms the backbone of teaching and research in the University. 

We have taken effective steps to strengthen faculty base by 

inducting new faculty. I am placing before this august House 

details on recruitments/promotions made during the last 18 

months since the new UGC Regulations were adopted by the 

University:

JNUSU Elections:

Academic Staff College:

Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of Advanced Study 

(JNIAS):

Recruitments and Promotions of Faculty:

•

•

•

•

•

purpose,  Health Centre has upgraded facilities  by providing 

ESR machine, Biosafety cabinet type-II B2, Semi-automated 

Coagulometer, Automated Hematology Cell Counter, 

Defibrillator Machine and Eye Tonometer. A 24 hours 

Ambulance service is available to the community with life 

support equipment managed by paramedics.  During the year 

all cases of dengue fever were treated at the Health Centre.  In 

all 58936 patients visited the Health Centre OPD during     

2012-13.

JNU has students from different 
regions of the country and abroad bringing with them a 
repertoire of regional cultures and customs.  They try to 
present their indigenous talents, in the various events 
organized through the year under the aegis of the Cultural 
Committee of the University. The cultural programmes 
organized during the year are: Bengali New Year Celebration; 
Baisakhi; Sanchari; Sanskrit Week Celebrations; Ekalavya 
Uvaach; Kallol; Utsav; Garba-Dandiya Dance; SPICMACAY 
Cultural Programme; 102th Birth Anniversary of Faiz Ahmed 
Faiz; Rang-Bayaar, etc.

All these programmes reflected the versatility and richness of 
regional cultures and enriched the cultural understanding 
among the student community as a whole.

 The University encourages its students to 
participate in sports and yoga for which necessary facilities are 
available. As in the previous years, this year also our students 
participated in a number of sports competitions organized 
within and outside the University and won prizes in a number of 
disciplines. An Annual Athletic Meet was also organized. 
Participating students who stood first and runners up were 
given prizes during the meet.

 SS Unit of JNU 
has taken a number of constructive initiatives.  The Unit has 
adopted a number of villages for improving educational 
programs. The construction workers and their children who 
live on JNU Campus are being taught by the members of NSS 
and Unnoticed. As a result, a number of families and their 

Cultural Activities: 

Sports Activities:

National Service Scheme (NSS): The N

Vice – Chancellor's Speech…..

Recruitments (Teaching):
Category No. of Selection No. of Selections Reservation status:

Committees made UR SC ST OBC PH

Professor 23 14 09 03 - - 02

Associate Professor 25 15 11 03 - - 01

Assistant Professor 96 74 37 11 05 18 03

Grand Total 144 103 57 17 05 18 06
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Promotions under CAS (Teaching):

Category No. of Selection Committees No. of promotions made

Professor 54 48

Associate Professor 06 06

Asstt.Prof.(Stage-III) 05 05

Asstt.Prof.(Stage-II) 12 12

Placement in Sr. Scale (as per old rules) 14 13

Grand Total 91 84

Recruitments (Non-Teaching)

Group UR SC ST OBC PH Total

A 3 2 - 1 - 6

B 6 - 1 4 1 12

C 13 9 1 10 1 34

G.Total 22 11 2 15 2 52

Appointments w.e.f.01.04.2013 till date

Group UR SC ST OBC PH Total

A 8 - - 1 1 10

B 4 1 2 3 - 10

C 9 1 1 6 - 17

G.Total 21 2 3 10 1 37

Hindi in terms of official language policy of the Government 

of India. 

On this occasion, University brought out a magazine in 

Hindi titled “JNU Parisar”. The second issue of this 

Magazine was released on the eve of Hindi Diwas in 

September this year.

Full details are given in the Annual Report as due to time 

compulsion, I am not mentioning all the names.

Construction of three Annexe Academic Buildings of School 

of Social Sciences, School of International Studies and 

School of Language, Literature & Culture Studies is almost 

complete.

New building for School of Computational & Integrative 

Sciences (SC&IS) is nearing completion.

•

•

•

Engineering & Infrastructure:

A. MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE ACTIVITIES: 

Distinguished Visitors/Visiting Teams to the 

University: 

Committee of Parliament on Official Language 

Some of the scholars, public figures, 

Parliamentary Committees, academic teams, etc. who visited 

the University during the period of report are mentioned below:

Hon’ble Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam to deliver Nehru Memorial 

Lecture.

Hon’ble Mohd. Hamid Ansari, Vice President of India to 

deliver First G. Parthasarathi Memorial Lecture.

A group of 33 Diaspora Youth from various countries 

visited JNU on May 4, 2013 under Know India Programmes 

of the Ministry of Overseas Indians.

dinate Offices/Institutes, etc. of the 

Central Government on February 29, 2013 for inspection, 

the second such inspection. As per suggestions of the 

Committee, a number of steps have been taken for use of 

•

•

•

•

regarding use of Hindi in Ministries/Departments/ 

Attached and Subor
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payment of Rs 10.17 crores by the University. This has 
resulted in extra burden on the finances of the University.

In the endeavour to keep pace with the latest challenges in 

higher education, JNU has decided to establish Trans-

disciplinary Clusters during 12th Plan such as: 

Climate Change and Environment, Health and Society, 

Technology and Poverty, Ethics, Risks and Regulation, 

Cognitive Sciences, Language Sciences, Inter-disciplinary 

Programme for History and Philosophy of Science and  

High Performance Scientific Computing.

Programme in Chemical and Synthetic Biology.

Linguistic Empowerment and Capacity Building 

Cell:

Mathematical and Computation Empowerment 

Cell: 

As part of expansion of e-governance, a new software 

package has been installed in Finance Department for 

salary related matters.  Besides, all payment transactions 

in Cash and S&P Sections of Finance Department are being 

made online.

Computerized thesis tracking system for allotting 

examiners and for monitoring the process for evaluation of 

M.Phil dissertations and Ph.D. theses.

Expansion of Campus Wide Wireless Networking in the 

new Buildings (Extension of SSS, SIS, SLL&CS and new 

building of SCIS) and creation of a Wi Fi Garden in front of 

Library which will be replicated in other areas.

Setting up of a JNU Press: A proposal prepared after in-

depth discussions in a Committee set up for the purpose 

was placed before the Academic Council.  In deference to 

the wishes of the Academic Council, the proposal is being 

circulated to Centres/Schools for their views on various 

models.

Instituting a Memorial Lecture in the memory of former 

Vice Chancellor of JNU and former President of India & 

Visitor of JNU as “K.R. Narayanan Memorial Lecture.”

Construction of a 540-seated new hostel out of XII Plan 

grants by UGC.

New Initiatives:

Others

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Laying of pipeline near Shipra hostel for use of STP water 
for horticulture purposes.

Work of Fire Alarm & Protection System is in progress at 
one floor of Library and awaiting clearance from Delhi Fire 
Services for labs in School of Environmental Sciences and 
School of Life Sciences.

Construction of Fellows Block for JNIAS for capacity 
expansion is in progress.

Similarly, construction of a block of Type-III houses is also 
in progress.

The work for creating a barrier-free Campus is in 
progress in 03 hostels and the academic area.  Other areas 
will also be covered progressively.

 The University is primarily funded 
by the UGC and receives both Plan and Non-Plan Grants.

The University utilized 91 per cent of the funds received 
from UGC during 11th 5-Year Plan.

 The University had requested for 
allocation of Rs 1143.99 crores as funds for XIIth Plan 
period to meet the requirements of research in present 
areas and to add some new areas. However, the UGC has 
communicated an allocation of Rs 204.00 crores only which 
is just Rs 1.25 lakhs more than the allocation of the XIth  
Five-Year Plan, and quite inadequate to fulfil the 
University's initiatives on up-gradation and expansion of 
facilities.

 The UGC has margin-
ally enhanced the non-salary budget in the non-plan grant 
by Rs 2.80 crores and the total non-salary grant available 
was Rs 24.27 crores for the current year. A large part of 
these funds was spent on electricity, water, telephone and 
security services.  The expenditure on these essential 
services is set to rise due to increase in tariffs by con-
cerned agencies and due to  coming up of new academic 
buildings. As a result, there was hardly any non-plan 
budgetary support for other important academic activities 
like library/computers/laboratories and maintenance of 
buildings/other routine maintenance.

 Earlier the UGC used to reimburse the 
property tax paid by the University to the Municipal 
Corporation on actual basis.  However, during 2012-13, an 
amount of Rs 5.80 crores was released against the total 

Finance:

XIIth Plan allocation:

Non-Plan Non-Salary Grant:

Property Tax:

Financial support:
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•

•

•

That life on the campus is improved, especially in the 

hostels and faculty/staff houses; 

That we encourage cross talk in research and develop 

inter-school courses; 

That the objective of “education with value and purpose”  

is achieved.

Let me assure the distinguished members of the House that 

with the guidance and cooperation of all sections of the 

University community, the present team will do everything 

possible to maintain and enhance the standard of education in 

this institution of higher learning and research.

I may add that the success of JNU as an institution of higher 

learning is the result of the vision, commitment and labour of its 

past and serving faculty members. But, there is a dire need to 

step up funding and expenditure on research to pursue large 

scale innovation conditioned by our socio-economic realitiest.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Compliance with GRIHA norm: New Buildings are being 

planned compliant to the Green Rating for Integrated 

Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) which is a set norm for 

building energy efficient complexes. 

Creation of additional hostel facilities for 100 students in 

the old CRS building on the pattern of dormitory accommo-

dation created last year to supplement existing hostel 

seats.

National virtual library set up at JNU.

I would like to mention here that our efforts are directed to 

ensure:

That there is a significant change in the quality and 

quantity of research output by the faculty and students;

That the administration is transparent, more receptive to 

the needs of all, and highly responsible;

That equal opportunity is created in gender and diversity;

That we are able to enhance funding for various develop-

mental activities;

Movements & Appointments
uProf. Syed Ainul Hasan as Chairperson, Centre for Persian 

and Central Asian Studies, School of Language, Literature 
& Culture Studies, for a period of two years.

uProf. Abhijit Karkun as Chairperson, Centre of French and 
Francophone Studies, School of Language, Literature & 
Culture Studies, for a period of two years.

uProf. Minati Panda as Chairperson, Zakir Husain Centre for 
Educational Studies, School of Social Sciences, for a period 
of two years.

uDr. R. Thamotharan as Professor in Centre of Indian 
Languages, School of Language, Literature & Culture 
Studies.

uDr. Umesh Ashok Kadam as Professor in Centre for 
Historical Studies, School of Social Sciences.

uDr. Rajesh Kumar Paswan as Associate Professor in 
Centre of Indian Languages, School of Language, 
Literature & Culture Studies.

uDr. Satyendra Singh as Associate Professor in Special 
Centre for Nano Sciences.

New Appointments/Directors/Chairpersons 

uProf. Kulbhushan Warikoo, Centre for Inner Asian Studies, 
as Director, Russian and Central Asian Area Studies 
Programme, Centre for Inner Asian Studies, School of 
International Studies, for a period of two years.

uProf. Subhasis Ghosh, School of Physical Sciences as 
Director, Advanced Instrumentation Research Facility, for 
a period of two years.

uProf. Bansidhar Pradhan as Chairperson, Centre for West 
Asian Studies, School of International Studies, for a period 
of two years.

uProf. S.N. Malakar as Chairperson, Centre for African 
Studies, School of International Studies, for a period of 
two years.

uProf. Gulshan Sachdeva as Chairperson, Centre for 
European Studies, School of International Studies, for a 
period of two years.

uProf. Meeta Keswani Mehra as Chairperson, Centre for 
International Trade and Development, School of 
International Studies, for a period of two years.

Vice – Chancellor's Speech…..
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Movements & Appointments

Retirement & Resignation

uProf. Sushma Jain, Centre for Japanese, Korean & North 
East Asian Studies, School of Language, Literature and 
Culture Studies.

uSmt. Indu Banduni, Section Officer, PFP Section.

uSmt. Meera Thakwani, Section Officer, Library. 

uSh. V.K. Sugathan, Senior Technical Assistant, Language 
Lab Complex, School of Language, Literature and Culture 
Studies.

uMs. Malobika, Senior Technical Assistant, Centre for Social 
Medicine & Community Health, School of Social Sciences.

uSh. Shyam Lal Kaushik, Professional Assistant, Central 
Library. 

uSh. Ved Pal Singh, Senior Laboratory Assistant, School of 
Biotechnology.

uSh. Mohan Singh, Khalasi (C), Engineering Branch.

uSh. Nand Lal, Laboratory Attendant, Health Centre. 

uSh. Dhan Bahadur Gurang, Havaldar, Security Office.

uSh. Bhagwan Das, Pump Operator, Engineering Branch.  

uSh. Shyam Sunder, Plumber, Engineering Branch. 

uSh. Shankar Singh Rawat, Groundsman, Sports Office.

uSh. Babu Lal, Safaikaramchari, Sanitation Cell/Estate 
Branch.

uSh. A. Srinivasa Rao, Deputy Registrar & Project 
Coordinator. 

uSh. Rakesh Mohan, Section Officer, Accounts Section, F & A 
Department.

uSh. Bhavi Rudrapa, Security Assistant, Security Branch.

uDr. Priya Bhagowalia as Associate Professor in Centre for 
International Trade and Development, School of 
International Studies.

uDr. Ayesha Choudhary as Assistant Professor in School of 
Computer and Systems Sciences.

uDr. Shiv Prakash as Assistant Professor in Centre of Indian 
Languages, School of Language, Literature and Culture 
Studies.

uDr. Shubhamitra Das as Assistant Professor in Centre for 
Indo-Pacific Studies, School of International Studies. 

uMr. Sanjeev Kumar as Director, Communication and 
Information Services.

uDr. Fauzia Firdous Ozair as Medical Officer in Health 
Centre. 

uSh. Sanjeev Kumar Sunny as Assistant Librarian in Central 
Library.

uSh. Sushant Kumar Panigrahi as Assistant Librarian in 
Central Library.

uDr. Varsha Sharma, Technical Officer, School of Life 
Sciences as Co-ordinator for Implementation of Capacity 
Build Up for Women under special scheme for Women 
Officers in Academic & Administrative Management.

uSh. Nitin S. Gedam as Senior Technical Assistant in School 
of Environmental Sciences. 

uSh. Deepak Chauhan as Cook (Mess) in Inter Hall 
Administration.

Administration

Achievements/Awards

u Dr. Ramesh C. Gaur, University Librarian has been nominated to the Board of Directors of Networked Digital 

Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD), USA (www.ndltd.org) for the period upto 2016. NDLTD promotes 

worldwide open access to electronic theses and dissertations. NDLTD Board of Directors includes 22 professionals 

from different parts of the world; three from Asia and only one from India.

Dr. Ramesh C. Gaur has also been nominated to the Library Advisory Board/Committees of the following Universities: 

Dr. Hari Singh Gour University, Sagar (MP) and University of Kashmir, Srinagar J&K.

u Prof. Shashi Prabha Kumar, Chairperson, Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies, has been awarded “Mahakavi 

Kalidasa Sanskrit Sadhana Puraskar”, by the Department of Higher and Technical Education, Maharashtra 

Government, Mumbai, “Sahitya Vasuvardhini Sammana”, Akhil Bharatiya Vidwat Parishad, Varanasi, and “Dr Priyavrat 

Das Veda Vedanga Puraskar”, Paropakarinee Sabha, Ajmer.
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Achievements/Awards

JNU leads the way in promoting culture of excellence through inter-disciplinary 
research

The Prime Minister of India's speech on 29 December, 2013 at 
the Diamond Jubilee function of UGC wherein he has - alike the 
President of India's speeches at convocations of different IITs 
- reiterated that "inter-disciplinary perspectives are the 
cornerstone of present day research...it should become part of 
the culture of Indian Universities".

JNU has embarked upon a major thrust to promote such a 
“culture of excellence” by engaging in cutting-edge research in 
thematic areas such as 'cryosphere', 'atmospheric aerosols' 
and 'geo-spatial information systems' through inter-
disciplinary and multi-university consortium.

One of the significant JNU-led initiatives is Inter-University 
Consortium on Cryosphere and Climate Change (IUCCCC). It 
seeks to “provide accurate cryosphere cover in the Himalayan 
study regions” and “provide impact assessment of climate 
change on the society”.  This IUCCCC comprises four partners: 
JNU, University of Kashmir, Jammu University and Sikkim 
University. This has been provided a research grant of Rs.18 
crores by Department of Science & Technology.

Two more research excellence initiatives comprise inter-
disciplinary and Inter-University Consortium on Atmospheric 
Aerosols (IUCAACC) between JNU, University of Kashmir, 
Sharda University and Doon University as well as Inter-
University Consortium on Geo-spatial Information Systems 
(IUCGIS) comprising nine Indian Universities (JNU, University 
of Kashmir, Guru Nanak Dev University, Kurukhestra 
University, Pandi Deendayal Petroleum University, Goa 
University, University of Pune, University of Hyderabad and 
University of Madras).

These JNU-led major cutting-edge University research 
networks seek to engage several faculty members from JNU' 
Schools as well as multiple departments of partner universi-
ties. They seek to draw best research potential of Indian 
Universities in a given thematic area. In turn, these inter-
disciplinary consortiums have institutionalized a new 'culture 
of excellence' that seeks to contribute to the global quest for 
knowledge as well as provide benefits to the society in most 
cost-effective way.

u Prof. Arun Kumar, Centre for Economic Studies & Planning, School of Social Sciences has been awarded 

“Catedra Maestro Ricardo Torres Gaitan” by IIES, UNAM, Mexico.

u  Dr. Nandita Saikia, Centre for the Study of Regional Development, School of Social Sciences, has been selected 

for Raja Rao Memorial Award by Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata for the best research work done in India in Survey 

Methodology, Econometrics, Demography and related topics, in the form of published articles and Ph.D. thesis. 

uProf. Amit Shovon Ray, Centre for International Trade and Development, School of International Studies as 
Professor and Director in Centre for Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India

u Chitta Ranjan Malik, Ph. D, 1st year Research Scholar, Japanese Division, Centre for East Asian Studies, School 
of International Studies  visited Japan through Youth-Exchange Project with Asia-Oceania, and North America, Kizuna 
(Bond) Project, He was selected  by the Japan Foundation through Embassy of Japan in New Delhi, India. The trip was 
organised by Japan International Cooperation Centre, Japan.
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The Centre of Russian Studies has established a Modern 
Multimedia Language Lab (MML) in Room no. 126. The MML has 
been operational for the students of the Centre. This lab is 
equipped with five desktop computers with latest configuration 
(Intel i7), which enables to work on the machinea at highest 
speed. All computers have audio-video material in Russian 
language, recording facility, web camera with video conference 
facility, Russian TV, Russian Radio, Russian-English-Russian 
dictionary, English-Hindi Dictionary, scanners, etc.

The language learning computer software with more than 1000 
exercises, texts with audio and video make learning and drilling 
process easy and interesting. Students can independently 
practice the aspects that have been taught in the class. A list of 
suggested website links on Russian Language, Literature, 
Translation, History, etc. is also displayed in the lab. This 
suggested list will be a guide to the students who have started 
to explore the web to develop their language skills as well as 
for research purpose.  The research scholars of the centre are 
also there to assist the users in order to make the operation of 
computers smooth and sound.

The Multimedia language lab has been established based on 
the innovative teaching methodology Computer Assisted 
Language Learning (CALL). The objectives of the MML are:

?Enhance spoken skills through various computer programs.

?Communicative fluency through Skype and other interactive 
programs.

?To develop interactive approach in learning the foreign 
language.

?To enable effective learning and motivation in learning 
foreign language.

?Enhance student's/ researcher's knowledge and achieve-
ment.

?Access to authentic study material.

?Provide every individual enough time to practice or drilling.

?Base to make a high tech environment for teaching and 
learning process.

?Experience of exploring the global standards.

The modern Multimedia Language Lab will develop the 
confidence level of students and motivate them to use their 
language skills outside the classroom as well. This is one of the 
best techniques for students who are shy in nature and willing 
to develop their skills through technical aids. The modern 
Multimedia Lab would have a positive effect on the achieve-
ment levels of Russian language learners in the University.

Sonu Saini, Assistant Professor
Centre of Russian Studies, SLL&CS

Learning Russian through Technology

Video-conferencing (or video teleconferencing) is the synchro-
nous two-way connection of two or more locations through 
audio and video equipment. There are number of universities 
nowadays moving ahead in sharing academic experience 
through video-conferencing facility. It is one of the methods of 
extending classrooms to students at different locations 
worldwide. In order to cope up with the need of hour the CRS 
has obtained a SMART TV recently. This SMART TV is attached 
with web-camera, microphone and is Skype enabled. 

The SMART-TV is not just an ordinary TV but is a smart step 
towards innovative education by providing the use of new 
technologies such as video-conferencing, etc. Such a facility 
has enabled our Centre to organize long distance lec-
tures/consultations/discussions for the benefit of the 

students. This gadget is also enabled with Russian free to air 
channels, through which students and faculties can watch live 
Russian news, cultural and academic programs. The Centre is 

Video Conferencing Facility through SMART TV
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Sonu Saini, Assistant Professor
Centre of Russian Studies, SLL&CS

establishing contacts with the universities abroad to organise 
academic activities through video conferencing. The students 
of the centre are highly motivated and inspired by the use of 
this technology.

ts-,u-;w- esa *ftl ykgkSj ubZ ns[;k vks tE;kbZ ubZ* dk eapu

tokgjyky usg: fo'ofo|ky; esa *baVsysDpqvy lkslkbZVh 
QkWj lks'ky fjQkWElZ* us vlx+j otkgr }kjk fyf[kr lqizfl) 
Mªkek *ftl ykgkSj ubZ ns[;k vks tE;kbZ ubZ* dk eapu fd;k 
x;kA bl Mªkes esa eq'krjdk fgUnqLrku ds ykgkSj dh laLd`fr 
dh tSlh >yd ns[kus dks feyrh gSA og viuh felky vki gSA 
bl Mªkes esa foHkktu ds ifj.kke ls iSnk gksus okys ifjfLFkfr;ksa 
vkSj ykgkSj dh feVrh gqbZ laLd`fr dks cM+s gh izHkkoiw.kZ <ax ls 
izLrqr fd;k x;kA

Mªkes dh izLrqfr *izfrHkk mUu;u ukV~; eap* }kjk fd;k x;kA 
Mªkes ds fdjnkjksa us viuh vnk;xh ls n'kZdksa dk fny thr 
fy;kA vnk;xh esa iq[+rxh dh nkn n'kZdksa us rkfy;k¡ ctk dj 
nhaA Mªkesa dh lwjr esa ykgkSj dh eq'krjdk fQ+t+k dks viuh 
vk¡[kksa ds lkeus mu ifjfLFkfr;ksa dks ?kfVr gksrs ns[kdj tks 
vkuan n'kZdksa dks vk;k mldk vUnkt+k bl ckr ls fd;k tk 
ldrk gS fd dbZ n'kZdksa us bl Mªkek dks nksckjk fdlh volj 
ij izLrqr djus dh ekax Hkh dhA Mªkek dks tokgjyky usg: 
fo'ofo|ky; ds lks'ky lkbZal vkWfMVksfj;e esa izLrqr fd;k 
x;kA Mªkek ds var esa lkslkbVh ds v/;{k eulwj vkye us Mªkek 

xzwi vkSj n'kZdksa dks /kU;okn fn;kA bl volj ij cM+h la[;k 
esa Nk=&Nk=k,¡ vkSj v/;kidksa ds lkFk&lkFk lkslkbVh ds 
lnL; fQjkst+ vkye] izrhd dqekj flUgk] jes'k dqekj lksuh] 
vCnqYykg] esgj vkye vkSj bfLr;kd+ vgen bR;kfn Hkh ekSt+wn 
FksA

eulwj vkye] 'kks/k Nk=]
Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsaæ] tusfo

ts,u;w ,Y;qeuh ,lksfl,'ku ¼vkt½ dk okf"kZd lEesyu laiUu

tokgjyky usg: fo”ofo|ky; esa ,Y;qeuh ,lksfl,'ku vkWQ 
ts,u;w ¼vkt½ dh vksj ls 6 ls 10 uoacj rd iwoZ Nk=ksa ds ikap 
fnolh; okf"kZd lEeysu dk vk;kstu fd;k x;kA ts,u;w dks 
Hkkjr lfgr nqfu;k Hkj esa ,d ,sls fo”ofo|ky; ds :i esa ns[kk 
tkrk gS( tks dsoy ,d f'k{kk laLFkku ugha gS] cfYd lkekftd 
vkSj jktuhfrd vkanksyuksa dk Hkh dsUnz gSAbl fo”ofo|ky; us 
vius yxHkx 40 o"kZ ds bfrgkl esa vusd tkus&ekus 

fpUrd&fopkjd] ehfM;kdeÊ] ç'kkld] jktusrk]lekt lsoh 
iSnk fd, gSaA lekt ls tqM+k 'kk;n gh dksbZ ,slk {ks= gks ftl 
ij ts,u;w us viuh Nki u NksM+h gksA foxr nks n'kdksa esa 
jk"Vªh; vkSj varjkZ"Vªh; Lrj ij vusd ,sls ifjorZu gq, gSa] ftu 
ls lkezkT;oknh rkdrsa vkSj vfèkd cy'kkyh gqbZ gSa vkSj lekt 
ds 'kksf"kr] oafpr rFkk mRihfM+r rcds ds lkeus vusd foijhr 
ifjfLFkfr;k¡ fufeZr gqbZ gSaA bu gkykrksa dks cnyus dh 
vko';drk vkt gj dksbZ eglwl dj jgk gS] fdUrq bl 
ifj–'; dks cnyuk cgqr vklku ugha gSA blds fy, lekt esa 
çxfr pkgus okys O;fä;ksa dks ,d eap ij vkdj os jkLrs 
ryk'kus gksaxs tks lkekftd lekurk] Lora=rk vkSj U;k; dh 
eafty dh vksj tkrs gSaA ts,u;w ,Y;qeuh dk;ZØe bldh igy 
djrk gS] ftls bl dk;ZØe dh :ijs[kk ls le>k tk ldrk 
gSA

bl vk;kstu ds ekè;e ls tgka iqjkus Nk=ksa dks fQj ls feydj 
nqfu;k ds xaHkhj eqíksa ij cgl dk volj feyk] ogha nwljh vksj 
orZeku Nk=ksa dks bl esa fgLlsnkjh djus vkSj ts,u;w dh iqjkuh 
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lw;ZukFk flag] jkts'k dqekj] pUædkar çlkn flag vkSj fodkl 
f}osnh dk;ZØe esa ekStwn FksA

dk;ZØe ds vafre fnu 10 uoEcj dks igyk okf"kZd ,Y;qeuh 
O;k[;ku vkSj lkaL—frd dk;ZØeksa dk vk;kstu fd;k x;kA 
,lksfl,'ku dk igyk okf"kZd O;k[;ku nsrs gq, çfrf"Br 
vFkZ'kkL=h vkSj çèkkuea=h ds iwoZ ehfM;k lykgdkj M‚- lat; 
ck: us dgk fd vkt usg: dh fons'k uhfr dks çk;% 
vkn'kZoknh dgdj [kkfjt fd;k tkrk gS vkSj orZeku 
çèkkuea=h dks bl ckr dk Js; fn;k tkrk gS fd mUgksaus bls 
O;ogkj ewyd cuk;kA ysfdu vlfy;r ;g ugha gSA usg: Hkh 
vkfFkZd vkSj fons'k uhfr esa O;ogkj ewyd FksA mUgksaus ns'k ds 
fgr ds vuqlkj gh viuh uhfr;ksa dk fuèkkZj.k fd;k FkkA 
O;k[;ku dh çklafxdrk vkSj orZeku ifjos'k dh leL;kvksa dk 
ifjp; pfpZr lekt'kkL=h çks- vkuan dqekj us fn;kA 
^,Y;weuh ,lksfl,'ku* }kjk vk;ksftr igys okf"kZd O;k[;ku esa 
,lksfl,'ku ds v/;{k izks- vkj- dqekj ,oa fo'ofo|ky; ds 
dqyifr izks- lq/khj dqekj lksiksjh dh mifLFkfr us dk;ZØe dks 
xfjeke; cuk;kA O;k[;ku ds ckn vk;ksftr dfo lEesyu 
vkSj eq'kk;js esa mfurk lfpnkuan] lqeu ds'kjh] nqxkZ çlkn 
xqIr] ftrsUæ JhokLro] jek'kadj ;kno ̂ foæksgh*] ts- lh- c=k] 
vgen gQwt] t+ghj jgerh] ekSyk c['k] gknh ljenh] 'kQh 
v;wc] t+Qj valkjh] eqarftj dSeh] tkosn jgekuh] v[kykd 
vgen vkgu vkfn 'kk;jksa vkSj dfo;ksa us eqYrkuh] ljk;dh] 
fgUnh] mnZw vkfn Hkk"kkvksa esa dfork,a i<+hA lkaL—frd dk;ZØe 
ds var esa iqjkus Nk=ksa ds cPpksa us Hkh viuh çLrqfr;ka nhaA

bl vk;kstu ds fofHkUu l=ksa esa vius oäO; esa ,lksfl,'ku ds 
lfpo nsosUæ pkScs us bl ckr ij tksj fn;k fd ,lksfl,'ku ds 
vk;kstuksa dk mís'; foÜofo|ky; ds u, vkSj iqjkus fo|kfFkZ;ksa 
ds chp laokn LFkkfir djuk gS vkSj blh mís'; dks eís utj 
j[krs gq, geus bl ckj ds dk;ZØeksa dks fof'k"V Lo:i fn;k 
gSA ,lksfl,'ku ds vè;{k çks- jkekfèkdkjh dqekj us ,lksfl,'ku 
dh xfrfofèk;ksa dh tkudkfj;ka nhaA ,lksfl,'ku ds bl 
vk;kstu ds fofHkUu l=ksa esa ts,u;w ds dqyifr çks- lqèkhj dqekj 
lksiksjh] çks- lqèkk ibZ] M‚- Vh- jaxukFk] M‚- vkj- R;kxh] çks- th ts 
oh çlkn] ,e- ,e- dqatw] vkfn mifLFkr FksA

nhi dqekj feÙky] nsfouk v{k;oj]
'kqHkzk xqIrk] eq'rkd vkSj x.kir

Hkk"kk] lkfgR; ,oa laL—fr laLFkku

fojklr dks le>us dk ekSd+k çkIr gqvkA vkil esa laokn djus 
dh vkSj ,d&nwljs ds fudV vkus dh ;g çfØ;k vusd pj.kksa 
esa pyhA dk;ZØe ds 'kq:vkrh fnu^bZjku vkSj oS'fod 
jktuhfr* vkSj ^foKku dh çklafxdrk* fo"k;ksa ij ifjppkZ 
vk;ksftr dh xbZA^bZjku vkSj oS'fod jktuhfr* fo"k; ij M‚- 
jfo tks'kh] dej vkxk] çks- fparkef.k egkik=k vkfn us çdk'k 
MkykA bl l= dk vè;{kh; oäO; çks- ,-ds- jkek—’.ku us 
fn;k vkSj l= ds lapkyd M‚- lat; ikaMs us oäkvksa dk Lokxr 
fd;kA foKku lacaèkh ifjppkZ esa çks- ,-ds- v=h] çks- uhjk HkYyk 
ljhu vkSj lehj ?kks"k us Hkkx fy;kA çks- lksuk >fj;k fea> l= 
dh la;kstd FkhaA dk;ZØe ds nwljs fnu 7 uoacj dks^lekt esa 
cqf)thoh dh Hkwfedk* fo"k;d ifjlaokn esa çks- tojhey ikj[k] 
v'kksd pkoyk] uhyk{kh lkgk vkSj gsear tks'kh us Hkkx fy;kA 
Hkk"kk laLFkku ds Mhu çks- vlye blykgh us oäkvksa dk 
Lokxr fd;k vkSj ifjppkZ dk lapkyu M‚- vk'kh"k vfXugks=h 
us fd;kA rhljs fnu 8 uoEcj dks ^lekt foKku esa 
varuZq'kklukRedrk* fo"k; ij vk;ksftr ifjppkZ esa çks- jfo 
JhokLro] çks- lfyy feJk] M‚- foosd dqekj] M‚- lksesu 
pêksikè;k; vkSj M‚- la?kfe= vkpk;Z oäk ds :i esa vkeaf=r 
FksA bl ifjppkZ ds la;kstd M‚- Jhfuokl jko FksA

,Y;qeuh ,lksfl,'ku us ehfM;k ds {ks= esa dk;Zjr iqjkus Nk=ksa 
dk lEeysu 9 uoEcj dks vk;ksftr fd;k] ftlesa ns'k ds tkus 
ekus i=dkjksa us f'kjdr dhA bl volj ij ehfM;k ds Toyar 
eqíksa ij ,d nks l=h; ifjlaokn dk vk;kstu Hkh fd;k x;kA 
igys l= esa MsDdugsjkYM ds laiknd gjh dqekj us crk;k fd 
vkt ehfM;k dk pfj= dkQh rsth ls ifjofrZr gks jgk gSA <sj 
lkjs pSuyksa vkSj v[kckjksa dh Hkjekj gks x;h gS] ehfM;k dh 
lkekftd Hkwfedk esa rsth ls ifjorZu vk;k gSA ofj"B i=dkj 
lhek eqLrQk us crk;k fd vkt fdl rjg ehfM;k ij 
dksjiksjsV txr gkoh gS] ehfM;k dk ewy dk;Z lekt esa 
yksdrkfU=d okrkoj.k cukuk gSA ysfdu bldh txg 
O;kolkf;d daifu;ksa ds ncko esa dke djus ds dkj.k ehfM;k 
yksdrU= fojksèkh cu x;k gSA fdlh Hkh lekpkj pSuy ij gksus 
okyh ckrphr ij xkSj fd;k tk, rks ,d ckr lkQ mHkjdj 
vkrh gS fd mUgha jktuhfrd nyksa vkSj laLFkkvksa ij ckrphr 
dsfUær jgrh gS] ftudk ehfM;k ij fu;U=.k jgrk gSA ts-,u-
;w- ds ehfM;k lsaVj ds v/;{k izks- nhid dqekj us dgk fd vkt 
ftl rjg lekt cnyk gS mlls ehfM;k dks vyx ugha fd;k 
tk ldrk gSA mUgksaus bl ckr ij tksj fn;k fd ehfM;k esa 'kksèk 
vkSj vè;;u lekt foKku ds –f"Vdks.k ls fd;k tkuk 
pkfg,A

nwljs l= esa gqbZ ppkZ esa Hkkx ysrs gq, ubZ nqfu;k ds laiknd 
lqjs'k ckQuk us dgk fd vkt HkweaMyhdj.k ds dkj.k ehfM;k 
ds fofHkUu :iksa dk Hkh fodkl gqvk gSA lapkj ek/;e ls tqM+s izks- 
gsear tks'kh us dgk fd ge tc ehfM;k dh ckr djrs gSa rc 
dsoy lekpkj pSuyksa vkSj lekpkj i=ksa ds fo"k; esa gh fopkj 
djrs gSaA ehfM;k ds vU; Hkh :Ik gSa ftu ij Hkh gesa fopkj djus 
dh vko';drk gSA çks- peuyky us ehfM;k ds iwathoknh [krjksa 
ds lUnHkZ esa viuh ckr j[khA tkus ekus i=dkj dqynhi dqekj] 
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Dance and Music classes in JNU Campus: Initiatives of the JNU Faculty Club

Jawaharlal Nehru University Faculty Club, JNUFC is a social 
and cultural club. The purpose of having such a club in the 
campus is to have a platform where the faculty and their family 
members can interact and participate in myriad and meaning-
ful activities. All round the year JNUFC organizes events, both 
cultural and sports for faculty, their spouses and children. 

Since 2005, EC members of the Faculty Club took initiatives to 
start music and dance classes for the faculty and their children. 
Dr. Abhijit Karkun, Dr. K. Mohd. Ekrammudin, Dr. Rizwanur 
Rahman and myself could invite some of the reputed teachers 
for various activities like Kuchipudi, Odisi, Kathak classes and 
also Hindustani vocal music along with painting classes.

Kuchipudi dance is taught by famous couple dancers, Padma 
Shri Guru Jaya Rama Rao (9868228890) and Smt. Banashri Rao 
(9868113677). Odissi Dance is taught by Ms. Kalayani Behera 
(9871834004) Kathak dance and music is taught by Pandit 
Ghanshamji (9810470160) and painting classes are taken by 
Ms. Indira (9868637224) in a small room at Faculty Center 
opposite IHA. One can call the teachers and enroll for these 
classes.

The dance classes are not only attended by the children of 
faculty but also students and they have been performing at 
various places in India like youth festivals, conferences and 

also have gone abroad.

The campus has more than 100 children of faculty at any given 
time, they are born and most of the time grow up in this 
beautiful campus. These kids have got ample opportunities to 
learn fine arts and hone their creative skills. 

Lawn tennis is another activity started by the faculty club, 
which is running successfully in the tennis lawns, and faculty, 
their children and students too go for coaching classes and play 
regularly.

JNUFC regularly organizes football matches for the children 
and cricket matches for the faculty with some fun games to 
celebrate the Republic Day and Independence Day. Painting 
competitions are also organized on these days along with 
colorful kite flying.

As more and more young and energetic faculty joins the 
campus, it would be wonderful to come together, make JNU a 
place to learn fine arts and involve in sports, and cherish 
beautiful moments.

Sunita Reddy, Assistant Professor
Centre of Social Medicine,

Community Health, SSS

Their Majesties Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko of Japan 
made an official visit to the Jawaharlal Nehru University on 2 
December, 2013. They were accorded a warm welcome on 
their arrival at the Administration Block by the Vice-Chancellor 
and the Rector. The welcome function organized at Vice-
Chancellor's office was attended by the Chancellor, Prof. K. 
Kasturirangan, Vice-Chancellor, Prof. S.K. Sopory, Rector, 
Prof. Sudha Pai, Dean of Students and Deans of Schools. After a 
brief introduction of the dignities and presentation of gifts to 
Their Majesties, Vice-Chancellor, Prof. S.K. Sopory, made a 
brief power point presentation on Jawaharlal Nehru 

University. Their Majesties were greatly delighted to know 
about JNU's achievements and its contribution to the society as 
a National University. After the function, Their Majesties made 
a short visit to the Centre for Japanese Studies (CJS) in School 
of Language, Literature and Cultural Studies (SLL&CS) and to 
the main Library. Their Majesties were welcomed by the Centre 
Chairperson, Prof. Anita Khanna and escorted to the classroom 
on the second floor of SLL&CS. Their Majesties spent around 12 
minutes in the class room watching there the class conducted 
by Prof. P.A. George for the post graduate students. After the 
class, Their Majesties interacted with the faculty members of 
CJS and those students present in the class. Their Majesties 
were greatly impressed by the high level of language profi-
ciency and confidence level of our students and their active 
participation in the class, and praised the students before 
leaving the classroom. Their Majesties also had a look at the 
text books and teaching materials for undergraduate courses 
in the Centre. These books were displayed at the entrance of 
the classrooms. CJS gifted some of its faculty publications to 
their Majesties. As a token of their kind acknowledgement and 
appreciation, their Majesties gifted few books authored by 
Empress Michiko to the Centre. 

Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of Japan Visit JNU
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Their Majesties visit to the Jawaharlal Nehru University would 
not have been carried out smoothly without full cooperation 
and support by the staff and officials including Estate Branch 
and Engineering Branch.

Anita Khanna, Chairperson
Centre for Japanese Studies, SLL&CS

From SLL&CS, Their Majesties went to the Main Library where 
they were welcomed by the Librarian, Dr. Ramesh C. Gaur. In 
the Library, They were shown some books which were 
displayed at the Journal Section. Thereafter, Their Majesties 
had an interactive section with JNU students inside the front 
Lobby of the Library. Their Majesties were seen off by the 
Librarian and the faculty members of CJS.

JNU Badminton team's participation in the N.N Inter-University Tournament

After a gap of many years, the JNU Badminton team again 
participated in the North Zone Inter-University Badminton 
tournament. This was also only the 2nd time when the women's 
team participated in the event. The tournament was organized 
at the well laid out indoor badminton hall of Jamia Millia 
Islamia, New Delhi from 13 to 16 December, 2013.

Four boys and four girls comprised the JNU Badminton team. 
Since it was the first time any of the participating players were 
playing in a tournament outside JNU, it was valuable learning 
experience which will help them as well as the Badminton Club 
in future. Women's team lost to the doubles players from 
Lucknow University in the women's category. Men's team 
reached the 2 round of the event in the top 16 teams out of total 
37 teams from all over North Zone and lost to Jammu 
University.

The Badminton Club wants to thank the JNU sports office for 
ensuring out participation and Assistant Director (PE) Dr. 
Vikram Singh for accompanying the team on both days and 
giving valuable tips to the players. At the same time we would 
also like to thank other members of JNU community who 
cooperated with and helped us to ensure practice and partici-
pation of the team.

The JNU Badminton Club intends to implement the lessons 
learnt from participating in such tournaments so as to ensure 
better functioning of the club in the campus as well as for 
encouraging participation of students in sports in general.

Koyel Sarkar
Convener (JNU Badminton Club)

Sports Office 

^fHk[kkjh Bkdqj ds tUEk fnol ds volj ij ts,u;w esa Hkkstiqjh lkfgfR;d lkaLd`frd eap] 
}kjk laxks"Bh dk vk;kstu^

^fHk[kkjh Bkdqj ds tUEk fnol ds volj ij ts,u;w esa Hkkstiqjh 
lkfgfR;d lkaLd`frd eap }kjk laxks"Bh dk vk;kstu fd;kA 
leLr oDrkvksa us fHk[kkjh Bkdqj ds lkfgR; vkSj O;fDrRo dks 
mtkxj fd;kA blds lkFk gh ts-,u-;w- ds iwoZ Nk= Lo- dsnkj 
pkS/kjh dks Hkh ;kn fd;k] ftUgksaus fHk[kkjh Bkdqj ij u dsoy 
'kks/kdk;Z fd;k Fkk cfYd viuk lEiw.kZ thou fHk[kkjh Bkdqj ds 
lkfgR; dks lefiZr dj fn;kA bl laxks"Bh dh v/;{krk izks- 
eSustj ik.Ms; us dhA e`R;qta; izHkkdj us dgk fd fHk[kkjh 
Bkdqj okLrfod thou esa O;kl ds dke ls vR;f/kd izHkkfor 
FksA og thou esa O;kl ugha cu ldrs FksA blfy, os viuh 
jpukvksa ds ek/;e ls O;kl cu x;sA mUgksaus lekt esa O;kIr 
cqjkbZ;ksa vkSj dqjhfr;ksa dks vius ukVdksa dk vk/kkj cuk;k vkSj 
muds fo:) fuHkZ; vkSj fuMj gksdj fy[kk] ftlds 
ifj.kkeLo:i mUgsa thou esa dfBukbZ;ksa dks >syuk iM+kA 
izfl) jaxdehZ egsUnz izlkn flag us dgk fd mUgksaus yksd 
thou dh fod`fr;ksa dk fojks/k fd;k vkSj mlds fy, lq>ko Hkh 
fn,A ;fn xaxk Luku dks ns[ks rks ;g ik;sxsa fd lekt dh lkjh 
fod`fr;k¡ nwj gks tkrh gSA bl n`f"V ls fHk[kkjhnkl dks 

jktkjkeeksgu jk; dk ntkZ fn;k tkuk pkfg,A bfrgkldkl 
MkW- j'eh pkS/kjh us dgk fd dsnkj pkS/kjh fdrkcksa ds ek/;e ls 
gekjs fny vkSj ifjos'k esa ekStwn gSA os ckS) ugha Fks ysfdu ckS) 
/keZ ls izHkkfor FksA mUgksaus vius ;gk¡ ckS) eB LFkkfir djk;k 
FkkA EkSa mudksa ueu djrh gw¡A dyk vkSj lkSan;Z'kkL= laLFkku 
dh Mhu izks- bjk HkkLdj us dgk fd ikdht+k fQYe esa os';k 
fookg dks fn[kk;k x;k Fkk] ysfdu bl fQYe ds Bhd nl lky 



In keeping with the glorious academic tradition of JNU, Kaveri 
Hostel mess was booked for more than two dozen programmes in 
two months for post dinner talks. Eminent speakers from various 
universities and associations discussed different topics. A large 
number of Kaveri residents participated in the programmes and 
placed their views before the audience during the question and 
answer sessions. Some select programmes (titles) with dates and 
names of speakers are as follows:

1. “Atrocities on Dalit women and Indian society”by P. 
Sivakamion 1 October, 2013.

2. “Communal riots in India”by Hafiz Manzoor, N.D. Pancholi on 
2 October, 2013.

3. “Dalit women rights” by VimalThorat on 3 October 2013.

4. “Pasmanda discourse: reality and challenges” by Ashok 
Yadav, Khalid Anis Ansari, Dr. S. Islahi on 11 October 2013.

5. “Jazeera struggle against sand and mining mafia in Kerala” 
by Anup, Elizabath on 14 October 2013.

6. “PH issues” by PH students on 24 October 2013.

7. “Hindu Fascism: A Dalit Adivasi Critique” by Anita Bharti, A K 
Pankar, SushmaAsur on 25 October 2013.

8. “Debating experience and theory” by Prof. Gopal Guru, Prof. 
SundarSarukkai on 27 October 2013.

9. “Remembering OmprakashValmiki” by Prof. Tulsi Ram, Dr. 
Vivek Kumar, Dr. Umakant on 17 November 2013.

10. “Debating theory and experience” by Prof. Gopal Guru, Prof. 
SundarSarukkai, Edward Rodrigues, Mary John on 27 
November 2013.

11. “Communalization of Indian polity” by Harinder Singh, 
ManishaBangar, AftabAlam on 2 December 2013.

12. “Caste atrocities in Lakshmipeta and question of land” by 
SimmyBabu, Dr. G.Srinivas on 5 December 2013.

13. “Ram kenam (Movie)” by AnandPathwardhan on 6 December 
2013.

14. “Nelson Mandela: The long walk to Freedom” by Anand 
Kumar, Anwar Pasha, Anuradha Chenoy, A.K. Ghosh, Kamal 
Chenoy on 7 December 2013.

Mohammad Ahmad
President, Kaveri Hostel

Post- Dinner Talks in Kaveri Hostel
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igys xaxk ebZ;k rksgjs fi;jh p<+bcks esa os';k fookg gks pqdk 
Fkk tks iwjh rjg ls fHk[kkjh Bkdqj ds ukVd ls izHkkfor FkkA 
fnYyh fo-fo- ds MkW- eqUuk ik.Ms; us dgk fd dsnkj pkS/kjh ls 
esjk lh/kk ifjp; ugha FkkA muls esjk ifjp; fou; ds ek/;e 
ls gqvkA eSaus fHk[kkjh Bkdqj dks mudh jpukvksa ds ek/;e ls 
tkuk gSA izfLk) vkykspd izks- eSustj ik.Ms us vius v/;{kh; 
Hkk"k.k esa dgk fd fHk[kkjh Bkdqj lEiw.kZ dykdkj] yksd xk;d] 

ukVddkj] dfo vkSj laxhrdkj FksA os vius ukVdksa ds 
jpukdkj rks Fks gh( blds lkFk gh ukVd dSls [ksyk tk,xk] 
;g Hkh ogh r; djrs FksA os cgqr gh izHkko'kkyh u`R; djrs FksA 
dk;ZØe esa cM+h la[;k esa ts,u;w ds Nk= vkSj v/;kid 
mifLFkr FksA

lquhrk] 'kks/k Nk=k
Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUnz

Seminars/Conferences

An Orientation Programme on Social Science Research was 
conducted during 17-19 July, 2013 by the Centre for the Study 
of Discrimination & Exclusion (CSDE), School of Social Sciences 
(SSS) with the financial support from the ICSSR Northern 
Region Centre. The venue of the programme was Committee 
Room, SSS-I. The theme of the orientation programme was 
“Social Exclusion and Liberal Democracy”.

The Mathematics group at the School of Physical Sciences 
(SPS) organized an International Conference and workshop in 

Mathematics on “Teichmiiller Theory and Interfaces with 
Ergodic Theory and Group Actions” during 28 October - 1 
November, 2013 at the School of Physical Sciences, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University.

About eighty mathematicians from various parts of the world 
participated in this international meeting. More information 
about this event can be found at the conference webpage: 
http://www.math.u-psud.fr/~repsurf/ERC/Delhi/JNU.html. 
Many distinguished mathematicians presented their recent 

Teichmiiller Theory and Interfaces with Ergodic Theory and Group Actions
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Seminars/Conferences
This meeting was supported by ERC-advanced grant. 
HighTeich, Department of Science and Technology (DST), the 
GEAR Network, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) and the 
National Board of Higher Mathematics (NBHM).

Riddhi Shah, Professor

School of Physical Sciences

works in the conference and as a part of the workshop, there 
were three mini-courses offered by experts in order to educate 
students and faculty about this branch of Mathematics. Also, a 
public talk on “Moduli Spaces” by Prof. David Dumas from 
University of Illinois at Chicago was organized on 30 October, 
2013 at the convention Centre, JNU.

UNESCO, in partnership with Central Library, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU) and the Commonwealth Educational 
Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA) organized a National 
Conference on Opening up by Closing the Circle: Strengthening 
Open Access in India.To mark the Open Access Week, the 
event was organized at JNU, New Delhi on 21 October, 2013. 
The organizers intended to focus on the need to create an 
enabling environment for open access (OA) in India, promote 
and upscale existing OA initiatives, and encourage the 
development of new OA programmes. This was planned to do 
by 'closing the circle' or linking multiple stakeholder groups, viz. 
researchers, librarians, archivists, publishers, technologists, 
authors and policymakers.

Beginning with Saraswati Vandana and lighting of lamp, Prof. 
Sudha Pai, Rector, JNU, welcomed the guests and the dele-
gates. Prof. S K Sopory, Vice-Chancellor, JNU said “There is 
sheer need of such models where submission and access to OA 
journals are free for authors as well as readers”. Representing 
UNESCO, Mr. Shigeru Aoyagi, Director and UNESCO 
Representative to Bhutan, India, Maldives and Sri Lanka, 
addressed the gathering explaining the UNESCO's objectives 
and initiatives in holding the Conference. He specifically 
highlighted the UNESCO's path-breaking initiatives to make the 
OA movement more popular. Dr. Sanjaya Mishra, Director, 
CEMCA shared his ideas about the intentions and expectations 
about organizing the Conference. Dr. Ramesh C. Gaur, 
University Librarian, Central Library, JNU shared the OA 
initiatives of JNU's Central Library. To mark the Open Access 
Week, JNU's Central Library presented the package of 5000 
ETDs (Electronic Theses and Dissertations) of JNU research 
scholars to INFLIBNET. Dr Sopory handed over the ETDs to Dr. 
Jagdish Arora, Director, INFLIBNET, Ahmedabad and the 
delegates applauded with cheers. The Inaugural Session 
ended with proposing vote of thanks by Dr. Ramesh C. Gaur. 

The conference began with the Keynote Address on The 
Importance of Being Open by Prof. Ramakrishna Ramaswamy, 
Vice-Chancellor, University of Hyderabad. Dr. Ramaswamy 

said “though OA movement has a global devoted following, in 
recent times, the debate has gotten complicated”. He also 
expressed his displeasure over poor peer-review processes 
and growing trend of plagiarism. He said “an unreviewed (or 
poorly reviewed) work is potentially dangerous”.

The first Panel discussion on Why Open Access? was chaired 
by Dr. Usha Mujoo Munshi, Librarian, Indian Institute of Public 
Administration (IIPA), New Delhi. The discussion began with 
Mr Sanjiv Goswami's presentation on Open Access and Its 
Positive Impacts. Mr. Goswami, Managing Director of Springer 
India Pvt. Ltd. highlighted the importance of publication units 
and their relation with the authors, librarians and readers. Dr. 
Hirwani, Head, CSIR Unit for Research and Development of 
Information Products, Pune said, “CSIR will lead the OA 
movement within the country and take on board other scientific 
agencies to form a National Open Access Policy, including 
legislation, if necessary to mandate the availability of output of 
publicly-funded research in public domain”. Dr. A R D Prasad, 
Professor and Head, Documentation, Research and Training 
Centre (DRTC), Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Bangalore 
presented his ideas on Open Data Repositories 
(ODRs).Speaking about the importance of data transparency, 
he said, “Data transparency supplements the objectivity and 
self-corrective characteristics of Science”. Another invited 
speaker, Dr. Nehaa Chaudhari, Programme Officer, The Centre 
for Internet and Society, Bangalore shared her thoughts on 
Pondering Copyright and Recasting Openness. She under-

Opening up by Closing the Circle: Strengthening Open Access in India
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scored the value of open licensing in view of the IPR issues. She 
also spoke on alternatives to copyright and ways to recast 
openness. Later Dr. Usha Mujoo Munshi, presented her ideas 
on Open Data, Open Licensing, and Open Data Policy before 
sharing her remarks. She expressed that there was a need of a 
robust data policy.  

The second Panel discussion, titled The Open Access 

Environment in India was chaired by Dr. N V Satyanarayana, 

Chairman and Managing Director, Informatics India Ltd., 

Bangalore. There were five invited speakers who shared their 

views on the theme of the panel discussion. 

Prof. Uma Kanjilal, Director in-Charge, Advanced Centre of 
Informatics and Innovative Learning (ACIIL), IGNOU, New 
Delhi spoke on Open Educational Resources: Indian 
Perspectives. She introduced the concept of OER, its advan-
tages, some popular OER initiatives and OER search engines. 
Speaking on Open Access Initiatives in India, Dr. Pratapanand 
Jha, Director (Cultural Informatics), Indira Gandhi National 
Council for Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi, highlighted the major 
initiatives of IGNCA. He assured that majority of the digitised 
resources would be made available openly online. Dr. 
Rameshwar Singh, Project Director of Directorate of 
Knowledge Management in Agriculture, Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR), New Delhi shared his experi-
ences of OA and the policy implemented at ICAR. Another 
invited speaker, Dr Sukhdev Singh, Technical Director, National 
Informatics Centre (NIC) spoke on Open Access to Indian Bio-
Medical Literature. He gave an overview of online access to OA 
data of pre-Internet and post-Internet phases of India. He said 

that there was a need to promote OA repositories and self-
archiving of research papers among the authors. Mr. Vivek 
Mehra, MD and CEO, Sage Publications India Pvt. Ltd. 
expressed his concern over the rise of predatory publishers in 
the OA domain. Dr. Satyanarayana speaking on OA Publishing 
in India: Need for Quality Benchmarking appreciated India's 
contributions to a steady growth of scholarly OA journals. 
However, he said “A global quality policy is an urgent need to 
keep the OA movement clean and relevant.”

The deliberations of the Round Table (RT) meeting on Towards 
a National OA Policy: Forging the Missing Links was preceded 
by Rapporteur's brief summary of the key issues emerged from 
the two panel discussions. Dr. Sanjaya Mishra chaired the RT 
with the participants viz. Dr. Gautam Bose, Head (Social 
Development), NIC, Dr. N V Sathyanarayana, Dr. Ramesh C. 
Gaur and Mr. Vivek Mehra. The participants of the RT recapped 
and addressed the selected issues discussed in the panel 
discussions. Dr. Mishra, highlighting the issues discussed in 
both the Panel discussions and the participants' remarks made 
in RT, requested the floor to give their suggestions too. 

After a day long successful deliberations and active participa-
tion of the delegates, Ms. Iskra Panevska, Adviser for 
Communication and Information for South Asia, UNESCO, New 
Delhi gave concluding remarks. Dr Ramesh C. Gaur thanked 
profusely the co-hosts, UNESCO and CEMCA for their determi-
nation to make OA popular in India through the Conference and 
also his colleagues and delegates for their active participation. 

Ramesh C. Gaur

Librarian, Central Library

Seminars/Conferences

Training Programme on Assistive Technologies and Library Orientation for Students 
with Visual Impairment

Two training programs were conducted by the Central Library 
for the benefit of students with visual impairment on 30-31 
October, 2013. The events were conducted with an aim to 
familiarize the students with latest assistive technologies that 
would be useful in academics and daily living. The first one was 
a day long training program on assistive technologies wherein 
experts from Saksham were invited. The second day there was 
a session to familiarize the students and research scholars 
with the e-resources available at JNU.

The training program on assistive technologies covered a wide 
range of topics. The various options of mobile phones available 
for persons with visual impairment were explained. Some of 
the ongoing research for making maps accessible for blind and 

for introducing new features in canes that are being under-
taken by different organizations were discussed. There was a 
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Gulf Studies Programme (GSP), Centre for West Asian Studies, 
School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University 
organized a one day seminar on Contemporary Saudi Arabia 
and the Emerging Indo-Saudi Relations on 16, November 2013 
in JNU. The seminar began with the keynote address by former 
diplomat Shri Rajiv Sikri. Delegates from Indian Council of 
World Affairs (ICWA), Institute for Defence Studies and 
Analyses (IDSA), Shiv Nadar University, Jamia Millia Islamia as 
well as from Jawaharlal Nehru University presented papers. 
The seminar was broadly divided into two themes; the first 

session on Saudi Arabia: Internal Issues was chaired by Prof. 
A.K. Pasha and the second session on External and Bilateral 
Relations was chaired by Prof. A K Ramakrishnan.  Both the 
sessions were followed by an Q&A session. The seminar ended 
with a vote of thanks from Prof. P.R. Kumaraswamy, Director, 
GSP.

Tsupokyemla (Ayem)

Gulf Studies Programme

School of International Studies

Contemporary Saudi Arabia and the Emerging Indo-Saudi Relations

Our Publications 

“Santideva and Bodhicaryavatara 
(Images, Interpretations, Reflections) 
edited by Prof. C. Upender Rao, Special 
Centre for Sanskrit Studies, published by 
Pragun Pub l i cat ions .  ISBN:  13-  
9788178542386

^^tks esjs Hkhrj gSa** ys[kd e`R;qat; 
izHkkdj] 'kks/k Nk=] t-us-fo- izdk”kd 
lkfgR; vdknseh] 2013] ubZ fnYyh&1] 
ISBN No. 978&81&260&4021&6

“Dual Identity: Indian Diaspora and 
Other Essays” edited by Prof. K. L. 
Sharma and Dr. Renuka Singh, Centre for 
the Study of Social Systems, SSS,  
published by Orient Blackswan (October 
10, 2013). ISBN: 978-81-250-5272-2

“Education in Colonial India: 
Historical Insights” edited by Depak 
Kumar, Joseph Bara, Nandita Khadria & 
Ch. Radha Gayathri, published by Manohar 
publishers, New Delhi.  ISBN: 978-81-
7304-987-3, 9-788173-049873.

too was a good session where the students came to know 
various new things. Also certain requirements for making 
study material and sites more accessible came forth which 
would help the library in making the experience of studying and 
researching more enjoyable for persons with visual impair-
ment. 

On the whole it was a wonderful initiative by the Central Library 
to enable persons with visual impairment to be independent.

Pragya Deora
Research Scholar

Centre for study of Social Systems, SSS

detailed session on the various options and the latest develop-
ments for reading, recording and accessing books. There was 
also a demonstration of the dragon naturally speaking 
software, a software that writes as the person dictates to it. 
Other talking devices like Hindi OCR scan, instrument for taking 
blood pressure, calculator, thermometer for the purpose for 
independent living were also displayed. On the whole it was a 
very informative and interactive program.

The library orientation program was held on 31 October, 2013 
to give training to the visually impaired students and research 
scholars on accessing the e-resources available at JNU. This 
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Alumni Corner

An interview with Prof. Ayesha Kidwai, Centre for Linguistics/ Language, 
Literature and Culture Studies 

able to adequately address. In our University, through various 
affirmative policies that I endorse as well as a generally 
heightened aspiration to higher education, new groups have 
come into the education system who weren't there before in 
the '70s and '80s. University policies on matters relating to 
bridge courses and other enabling provisions needs to change 
to accommodate, rather than alienate, those who haven't had 
access to higher education of the quality that is available to a 
lot of students from larger cities, but in a way that still encour-
ages all students to aspire to the rigorous standards that JNU 
is known for.

Mansi: How does it feel to be a faculty member at 

your alma mater?

Ayesha Kidwai: For the first ten years, it was really 
traumatic. I would still like to believe I still think like a JNU 
student, not like a faculty member, I don't feel that divide. At 
the point when I got the job here, I was completely overawed 
that I would be in the same institution which had so many 
greats, Meenakshi Mukherjee, Anil Bhatti, Romila Thapar, 
Prabhat Patnaik, Krishna Bhardwaj. That initial enthusiasm 
abated somewhat, but still, every time I feel dismayed, I have 
to remind myself it is so much better here. 

Mansi: You have been to so many different institu-

tions and universities, in India and abroad, what do 

you think sets JNU apart?

Ayesha Kidwai: JNU as a university is always striving for 
democracy, and is unique in that so many people here have 
seen both teachers and students as learning together in the 
university space. As an institution, there is no doubt that we 
have problems -- I am not denying that -- but I take pride in the 
fact that as a University, we seek to produce democratic 
structures and participation in all areas of campus life. This will 
to democracy sets JNU apart, I think, as well as the concern 
that teaching and learning must be also democratised. I don't 
know of any other University, where this kind of concern is 
there, as part of our culture. Two years ago, some students of 
our Centre and I did a Linguistic survey of JNU. It was pouring 
the day that the survey was to begin, and all we had was one 
little shamiana. But even in that torrential rain, there was a 
long line of people standing patiently waiting to fill up one form 
telling the Centre for Linguistics students what languages they 
speak. Finally, what also sets JNU apart is the will to make 

Mansi: How were you introduced 

to JNU and how has your experi-

ence here been, over the years?

Ayesha Kidwai: I was advised to 
come to JNU to study linguistics by my 
teacher, Sharda Nair, at LSR, where I 

studied English literature. I enjoyed studying literature, but I 
was n't sure if I wanted to continue with an MA in the subject, 
and I hadn't even heard of linguistics as a subject, I applied 
because I trusted her. I made it luckily; by which point the 
major deciding factor was that I had spoken to Madan Gopal 
Singh, who was then pursuing a PhD in Linguistics here, and he 
had told me that MA Linguistics students get to go on field trips 
and that the year before, they had been to Goa. So I came to 
JNU in 1988, and it was like coming to another country. Thus 
far, I had spent my life in a panic about security, and if I was 
going to get home after dark, would spend my money making 
telephone calls about where I was, how long it would take me, 
etc. But once I came to JNU, there was no heed to be concerned 
anymore. Thereafter -- and I know that many JNU ites say this, 
and in my case it's completely true --JNU made me who I am, 
but. I went to a convent school in Delhi, and then I went to Lady 
Shri Ram College. My world thus far was full of elite people, or 
those a spiring to be elite, but it was only once I came to JNU 
that I learnt to understand what life and society really is. 
Luckily for me, I enjoyed doing Linguistics so I had a valid 
reason to stay. So from 1988 I have never left this place.

Mansi: How do you see this place having changed 

over these years you have been here?

Ayesha Kidwai: I think the impact that the JNU has on an 
individual's life has remained the same. At that point too JNU 
was like an island, as academics tend to create ones where 
they go. Until 1983, JNU had a unique Admission Policy, which 
gave deprivation points on a number of criteria, but a lot of the 
uniqueness of JNU students and our campus culture was built 
in that period. Even in 1988, there were still senior students 
who had been admitted through the pre 1983 policy. So there 
was great variety of people, with a great variety of experience 
and everybody was reasonably committed to study. Since then, 
there have been many changes in the populations that choose 
JNU, and those whom JNU chooses -- although there is still a 
great deal of variety, the many changes in admission policies 
have produced a challenge that we have quite frankly not been 
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wasn't in that class, but this anecdote really epitomizes JNU for 
me. There was a political discussion in a class, where although 
the class was united in one opinion, the teacher was firmly on 
the other. The ensuing argument developed into a big fight, and 
one of the students got very angry and walked out, declaring  
that he was leaving in disgust out saying I don't want to have 
this discussion anymore. Five minutes later, he came back in 
and told the professor, I don't know why I should leave, you 
should because you have been defeated by our combined 
position. The professor meekly complied, and left! The next 
day, I think it was, the class and the teacher, both sides calmed 
down, and classes resumed as usual.

Mansi: Any message for the JNU community.

Ayesha Kidwai: That's a difficult question, as I have no claim 
to any authority. What JNU particularly affords is the option of 
learning and doing many things outside the classroom. I think 
that there is some kind of a popular impression amongst the 
students who are committed to academics that a good student 
should only study. I think that's completely the wrong idea, as 
you can never know what you may learn from whom and in what 
kind of situation. It is important to have as full an intellectual 
and social life as a student, and to work on bringing these 
varied things to your research. In this I include collaborating 
with and teaching others, as well as working together in 
groups. If you want to be a teacher, you must learn to recog-
nise the different abilities and the differing access to skills that 
students have. Fostering an atmosphere of collaborative 
learning is always going to stand one in good stead; it will make 
one a better teacher and a better researcher.

knowledge socially relevant and meaningful, and the recogni-
tion that we are not just an institution, we owe something to 
this country and the generation of learners that are going to 
come after us.

Mansi: You have recently won the Infosys Prize for 

Humanities, how do you feel? Do you feel your 

responsibilities have changed or increased? 

Ayesha Kidwai: First of all, I am delighted because it gives 
recognition to Linguistics in general and my discipline of 
theoretical generative linguistics in particular. Very few people 
in India are engaged in this kind of linguistics, and so the prize 
is really for the sustained effort of that handful of people in the 
last twenty or thirty years. With regard to my responsibilities, 
there is always pressure -- that pressure in academia is really 
created by yourself and the will to know something. However, 
in the last four five years, it has been quite difficult to satisfy 
myself with the research I have been able to do, because our  
numbers were very small, and we have had  to do  a lot of 
teaching ( which is also work -- so that young people can also 
study theoretical linguistics). So far from feeling overbur-
dened, I am hoping the prize will release some pressure, will 
give me less teaching to do and more time for my own research! 
In fact, since this prize is equally for the students who have 
adopted generative linguistics as something they want to do, I 
am hoping that the prize will give them greater confidence, and 
that their enthusiasm will soon render me irrelevant. Until that 
time comes, of course I will continue to do the best I can.

Mansi: Any fond memory of JNU that you would like 

to share with us?

Ayesha Kidwai: I won't name the faculty member and I 
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We extend our condolences to the bereaved families.

JNU News welcomes contribution about Alumni Achievements/Awards. Please write to pro@mail.jnu.ac.in, pro@jnu.ac.in or poonamskudaisya@gmail.com
Public Relations Officer
Public Relations Office
Room No. 102, Administration Block, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi – 110067

Prof. Nandita Prasad Sahai, Centre for Historical Studies, School of Social Sciences passed away on Sunday, 17 November, 2013

Shri Krishan Lal Malhotra, Section Officer, Bill Section passed away on Sunday, 10 November, 2013
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Photo Gallery

1. Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies organized a debate competition on Voter's 

I. Card by Delhi Elections Department on 7 November, 2013. Photo shows: 

Registrar, Dr. Sandeep Chatterjee with other participants.

2. JNU Confidential Cell organized a three day In-house Capacity Building 

Training Programme on 6-8 November, 2013. Photo Shows:  Prof. S.K. Sopory, 

Vice Chancellor, Dr. Sandeep Chatterjee, Registrar, and others.

3. tokgjyky usg: foÜofo|ky; esa ,Y;qeuh ,lksfl,'ku vkWQ ts,u;w ¼vkt½ dh 
vksj ls 6 ls 10 uoacj rd iwoZ Nk=ksa ds ikap fnolh; okf"kZd lEeysu dk vk;kstu 
fd;k x;kA ts,u;w dks Hkkjr lfgr nqfu;k Hkj esa ,d ,sls foÜofo|ky; ds :i esa 
ns[kk tkrk gS( tks dsoy ,d f'k{kk laLFkku ugha gS] cfYd lkekftd vkSj jktuhfrd 
vkanksyuksa dk Hkh dsUnz gSA

4. Central Library organized a Lecture Series on “Quality Assessment and Open 

Access at the Faculty of Fine Applied and Performing Arts, University of 

Gothenburg, Sweden” by Dr. Karin Sunden, University Librarian, University of 

Gothenburg, Sweden on 6 November, 2013. Photo Shows: Dr. Karin Sunden, 

University Librarian, University of Gothenburg, Sweden and JNU Library staff 

members.

5. Centre for the Study of Social Systems, SSS, organized an Interdisciplinary 

National Seminar on “Towards Understanding Modernization of Indian 

Tradition” on 9-11 December, 2013. Photo Show: Prof. Anand Kumar, Prof. 

Yogendra Singh, Emeritus Professor, JNU and Prof. Ishwar Modi, a pioneer of 

Leisure Studies in India.

6. Jawaharlal Nehru University organized a “National Education Day” in 

commemoration of the birth Anniversary of Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, on 11 

November, 2013. Photo shows: Prof. Abdul Nafey, Dean of Students, Shri 

Pawan Aggarwal, Advisor (Higher Education), Planning Commission, 

Government of India, and Dr. Sandeep Chatterjee, Registrar.
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7. Centre of Indian Languages, SLL&CS, organized the 4th Subramania Bharathi Memorial Lecture on 13 
November, 2013. Photo shows:  Hon'ble Justice M. Karpaga Vinayagam, Chairperson, Appellate 
Tribunal for Electricity Petroleum & Natural Gas, Prof. Aslam Islahi, Dean, School of Language, 
Literature and Culture Studies and Prof. M. Thirumalai, Vice Chancellor, Tamil University, Thanjavur, 
Tamil Nadu.

8. Jawaharlal Nehru University & Indian National Science Academy organized INSA-PMS Blackett 
Memorial Lecture on Controlling the Cell Cycle by Sir Paul Nurse, President, The Royal Society, London 
(Nobel Laureate in Physiology of Medicine-2001) on 19 December, 2013. Photo shows: Prof. Alok 
Bhattacharya, School of Life Sciences, Dr. Krishan Lal, President, Indian National Science Academy, 
New Delhi, Sir, Paul Nurse, President, The Royal Society, London, Prof. S.K. Sopory, Vice Chancellor, 
JNU, and Prof. Rajendra Prasad, School of Life Sciences.

9. A delegation from University of Saskatchewan, Canada, visited JNU to meet Prof. Harjit Singh, Chief 
Advisor, International Collaboration, on 15 November, 2013. Photo Shows: Prof. Harjit Singh, Chief 
Advisor, International Collaboration, Prof. David Parkinson, Professor of English and Vice-Dean of 
Humanities and Fine Arts, University of Saskatchewan, Canada and Prof. Peta Bonham Smith, 
Professor of Biology and Vice-Dean of Science, University of Saskatchewan, Canada.

10. A delegations from University of Essex, UK, and University of Konstanz, Germany, visited JNU on 11 
December 2013. Photo shows: (from right to left) Dr. S. Chandrasekaran, Coordinator Evaluation, Prof. 
Sudha Pai, Rector, Prof. S. K. Sopory, Vice-Chancellor and Prof. Harjit Singh, Chief Advisor, 
International Colaboration with members of delegation.
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