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l‘l The symbol is a graphic statement which stands for international academic
exchange and onwards search of knowledge for the betterment of human being.

The overlapping circular segments of the design denote global interaction,
creating a flame emitting enlightenment, this flame emerges out of the traditional Indian
'diya' (lamp)-a source of Light, Understanding and Brotherhood.

The design is also representative of the rose-bud closely associated with the name of Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru.
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JNU News had a free ranging
discussion with the Vice Chancellor on
his thoughts after completion of a year
as the head of the university. He
highlighted both achievements and
areas of concern. The interview:

JNU News: You have completed
more than a year as Vice Chancellor —
hasitlived up to your expectations?

VC: Expectations — one is expectation from self and from
others. After visiting all the schools and the feedback that I got, I
developed plans that I wanted to execute. I laid my road map
and hence initially I had expectations from myself not from
others. We wanted to reform our administrative systemin small
ways but those that would lead to bigger gains in future.
However I realized that we have to move gradually since we
needed to activate the system of governance and delivery. A few
targets we have beenable to achieve.

We were able to fill many positions in the administration —
Registrar, Finance Officer, Deputy Registrars, Librarian,
Assistant Librarians, Assistant Registrars, SO's and some more
—many of which had been vacant for a very long time. We have
also implemented promotion policies for the administrative
staff. We have now initiated training of the staff to increase their
competence — in-house training to begin with; workshops on
administrative matters. We have also started online computer
training.

We were able to complete the promotion of all those Faculty
(around 20) whose promotion was due upto 2008. For all others
the process is on and we will take up all these cases of promo-
tionsvery shortly.

The other reform that we could initiate is the online admission
and registration of students. This has by far been successful,
however needs further refinement and is a very satisfying
experience since many were apprehensive about it.

I am also happy that today we are able to issue final certificates
to the students within 4-6 weeks after his/her having completed
aprogram. At the timeIjoinedIwas signing degrees of students
who had passed out in 2008. Foreign students are especially
happy that they get their degree before they leave the country.
We are now developing e-tracking theses system so that one is
ableto getthe reports etc ontime .Work on thisis already on.

I must also mention that last year we were able to put up our
accounts and activity report to the Parliament on time; probably
this has been done for the first time in many years. Finance is
currently following file tracking on biweekly basis. At present
this is a manual system but we should be able to develop a
systemto e-track the files!

There are some problem areas which need more attention —
projects cell for example. We have now got all the information

An interview with Vice-Chancellor

on the new projects, about 110 or so, computerised. We send
online reports to all PIs every two months, so that they can
check the records. While there will be every attempt to help the
faculty in purchase etc, and clear their papers on time, one has
to realize that an Institute has to have some financial discipline.
We have also now appointed a committee to suggest ways and
means for the governance of the project cell. I meet all officers
regularly. We follow on the tasks assigned to each one of us and
reportin the next meeting. Itis not easy to get people to do what
they are supposed to do but I'm hoping that by the end of this
year more rigour will setin.

We have been able to stream line some regulations in the Estate
branch. Lot of information on the collection of dues etc was
missing. This has now been computerized and the bank accounts
are reconciled regularly. This had not been done for over 6-7
years. Due to this reform our internal receipts have increased.
We have also put everything under rate contracts, so one
doesn't need to get quotations etc for buying regular store
items. The Engineering section still needs lot of improvement
and we are trying to make it more efficient and responsive. We
are also developing an electronic way of filing complains. The e-
complaint software is ready and will be launched soon. This will
also help the officers to have an overview of the number of
complaints and the action taken.

JNU News: Ineffect you are moving towards e-governance.

V/C: Yes. Each section will be e-governed first and then the
whole University. The problem with establishing a robust e-
governance system earlier was lack of data. We did not even
had concrete information regarding the number of students or
the research projects etc. So, first we started by working on that
and that's where we are slowly moving ahead.

JNU News: I'm glad you talked about administrative reforms
because that was one thing you had mentioned was your priority
and there seems to have been a lot you have accomplished and
some areas you are working on.

VC: Yes, a lot needs to be done yet. We have constituted a
committee headed by the Rector which will further look into the
ways and means to improve our functioning. We have already
delegated powers. The financial power of Deans etc has been
alsoincreased so that the time spent on taking decisions and the
movement of files is decreased.

JNU News: A year ago we had talked about that in the
interview where you had said that you wanted elections and a
student's body as a medium of dialogue with the students. Now
we have a union and you are happy about it but do you think
things willimprove now?

V/C: Iam happy that student elections were held and we have a
student body functioning. I am in touch with them or they keep
coming and let me know the problems of the students in general
or of a particular student. As far as possible I try my best to help.




One thing we have to understand is that the VC doesn't has all
the power to do anything or everything. There are a lot of
constraints under which one works and within these constraints
we try and resolve as many issues as possible. A few days back
there was aninteraction session of students with the librarian to
discuss and find answers to the matters related to library. We
hope more such sessions are organized. These are helpful as we
come to know about what we need to do.

JNU News: Again a year ago you said you had an academic
vision for JNU. There it was more a matter of convincing people,
changing the mindset. Do you think you have been able to get
people onyour page?

V/C: Not absolutely. What I have done is I have visited all the
Schools and a lot of Centres. Iinteracted with the faculty as well
as the students. One concern is to increase the quality of output
and research. We have to compete with ourselves and the idea
has to be that I have to do better than myself. Also we need to
introspect and find out if we are better academically than what
we were two decades back! I came to know through these
meetings what research is being done in different centres. With
this information we have been able to organise an interdisciplin-
ary seminar series where the Social Sciences seminars are held
in Science schools on topics that are of interest to both and vice
versa so that the students get better exposure to other areas as
well. We were also able to convince students to start their own
intellectual series. We are also planning to start trans-
disciplinary research clusters. Recently faculty members from
different science schools put up a joint project to the DBT and it
has already sanctioned to the tune of about 17 crores. A few
faculty members have also floated a group on cognitive science
.They are holding seminars and should be able to submit a joint
project for funding soon. A few faculty have signed an MOU in
Climate Biology and Glaciology and here the School of
International Studies and Social Sciences along with three other
universities, Jammu University, Kashmir University and Sikkim
University are going to submit a mega project. On three
programmes, public health, education and climate change we
are connecting ourselves to the Meta University concept.

JNU News: This Meta University is the proposed one in Delhi
with Delhi University, ITT, JNU, Jamia etc. So, have admissions
and other modalities been worked out?

VC: Ttis clear that in future education is going to move out of
the boundaries of the campus. The urge of the student or for that
matter the faculty is sometimes more than we can provide at one
place. Knowledge is growing and the pool of knowledge is so
huge thatinteractionis necessary and required.

The model and modalities of functioning of Meta University is not
very clear. We had some discussion about this in Deans'
committee meeting. A committee is being formed to look into
this. Once it is clear it will be discussed in various bodies and in
the Academic Council.

Ishould also mention that today higher education in Indiais also
an issue about quality, accessibility besides numbers. That is

where places like JNU are so important because we provide
education even to students who cannot otherwise afford it.
Places like JNU are needed for innovation and quality education
with social relevance.

JNU News: But what are we doing in places like JNU? Our USP
has been the teacher student ratio which has gone out of the
window in the past few years and it can't improve even after all
the recruitment because the demand to take more students will
always be there. In a sense our university has already lost its
edge of having every teacher in a centre know every student. A
lot of things used to get done with this close interaction between
the two. Now we are turning into any other university with
lectures and so on as the new method.

V/C: That is a problem and unless interaction is there between
the teacher and the student that edge would not be there. While
this is true for teaching Masters students I still feel at the
M.Phil./Ph.D level this cannot be an excuse. Nevertheless I am
hopeful within next year if we are able to do recruitments as
planned, we hope to achieve an overall ratio of 1:10 which is
whatIam looking to achieve as of now.

JNU News: This brings us to the question most teachers and
students are asking, what is happening with the recruitment?

VC: As you know the recruitment process was with held for
want of clarification and adoption of UGC norms. Through a
number of meetings we have now crossed this barrier. I must
thank all the faculty for their understanding and help in this
process. We have also now received a letter of approval from
MHRD to our modified statutes. The recruitment process is on
way.

JNU News: Tell us alittle about the role of the IQAC. What kind
of benchmarks are they going to establish?

VC: We had to get ourselves NAAC accreditation first, as we
were losing out on grants, equipments etc. The NAAC report, a
huge document, was made ready and sent to the NAAC office.
This was a major task..The idea of the IQAC is to see that the
quality norms for recruitment and promotions are adhered to.
IQAC will also analyse our publications and research and also
teaching to constantly monitor the progress and standard of the
university. Basically itis a quality management cell.

Due to the ranking systems, everybody talks about where JNU
stands in world ranking! I have my own views on this. However
IQAC is also doing some research to develop our own ranking
system.

JNU News: When we had talked to you the last time you had a
set of priorities. Now one year into the job, do you have a
different set of priorities or maybe areas that need immediate
attention?

V/C: The broad priorities are the same — academic excellence,
increased output, provide better facilities and responsive
administration. In order to move in all the directions, during this




tenure we had four Academic Council meetings, four Executive
Council meeting, financial meetings, two court meetings and we
could take some concrete decisions. We have moved ahead on
all fronts and I am confident that the effect of some of the
initiatives we have taken will be felt in the years to come.

JNU News: So there is a sense of achievement in terms of
administrative matters. What do you think are the specific
incidents you would remember from the first year a few years
downtheline?

VC: I think it would be, our effort to move towards e-
governance, bringing the faculty from different schools to hold
joint seminars, develop trans-disciplinary thinking, holding
Deans' meeting in Schools rather than in Administration,
starting language empowerment cell, initiating training
programs in AIRF, and other training workshops conducted
through EOO office and of course the student elections. And
another would be the hunger strikes — which also gave me and
Rector, who would handle these issues very well, a different
kind of experience. My greatest satisfaction is my meeting with
the students on the open day as also on other days. With them I
could talk about their academics and also they would let me
know their problems with respect to teaching, research and
living. On individual basis I could take up their problems and find
solutions. Many who left or those around communicate their
views, their satisfaction or otherwise, personally as also
through emails. I enjoy meeting and talking to students.

JNU News: What have been your greatest disappointments?

VC: One cause of concern is the speed at which we work.
Despite working for long hours I am unable to meet my targets.

New Chairperson/Coordinator

& Prof. Vijayachandra Naidu, as Chairperson, Centre for
South, Central, Southeast Asian and Southwest Pacific
Studies, School of International Studies

@ Prof. Krishnendu Ghosh Dastidar, Centre for Economic
Studies and Planning, School of Social Sciences, as
Coordinator, EXIM Bank-JNU Library

Administration

€ Mrs. Shipra Awasthi as Assistant Librarian, Central
Library

¢ Sh. Mukesh Kumar, as Senior Assistant, Administration
Branch

€ Sh. Naveen Bisht as Senior Assistant, Administration
Branch

Even some of my own commitments I could not fulfil. In our
governance system one is dependent on others. For example we
wanted to create better facilities, like cafeteria for faculty, in our
Guest House, improve Faculty club and ISA office and others.
This did not mature. Another disappointment has been the lack
of timely response from the Schools, Centres and from the
faculty. For example, we had requested all the faculty tofillup a
form, for which a format was provided (one page only) describ-
ing their background, interest and academic output. So far only
about 200 faculty have responded!

This year I wish to spend more time attending to the issues and
problems of IHA and Library. The DSW and the Librarian have
taken new initiatives and I am hopeful that we will start seeing
some positive changes. I am meeting all the concerned to see
that the annexe building are completed on time. For this we have
now been able to get necessary grant from UGC. We are also
working towards making this campus barrier free. For this we
were able to get grants from the Ministry of Social Welfare.
Other smaller initiatives on providing more ATMs, improving
roads, repair work in hostels and old transit houses, etc have
been taken. For this we were able to get some grants from UGC.
We have also got grant for providing fire safety in the Library as
also in some science schools. SBI has given some grant for
making a good Children Park!

I only hope I can come upto my own and others' expectations. I
have so far received lot of support from everyone and hope this
will continue.

JNU News: Thank you very much Vice Chancellor for the
interview.

€ Sh. Sunil Devasia as Senior Assistant, Administration
Branch

€ Sh. Mayank Kashyap as Senior Assistant, Accounts
Section, Finance & Accounts Department

& Sh. Bhagwat Kumar Pandey as Lift Operator, Engineering
Branch

Retirements/Resignation

@ Prof. Christopher S. Raj, Centre for Canadian, US and Latin
American Studies, School of International Studies

& Prof. Sankar Basu, Centre of Russian Studies, School of
Language, Literature and Culture Studies

& Sh.K.K. Jain, Private Secretary, Office of Vice-Chancellor,
JNU

& Sh.Naresh Kumar, Section Officer, Evaluation Branch




¢ Smt. Susheela S. Narayanan, Section Officer, PFP Section, @ Sh.Sube Singh, Caretaker, School of International Studies

Finance & Accounts Department & Sh. Ghanshyam Pathak, Office Attendant, Brahmaputra
4 Sh.Chand Narain, Section Officer, Academic Staff College Hostel
€ Sh.RatanMani, Assistant, Evaluation Branch 4 Sh.Mohan Lal, Plumber, Engineering Branch
€ Smt. Tapasya Sharma, Assistant, Bill Section, Finance & ¢ Sh.Manohar Lal, Wireman, Engineering Branch

Accounts Department

& Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Member, Planning Commission, is the new Chancellor of the University. He assumed office on
March 30,2012. His appointment is for a period of five years.

& Prof. Sudhir Kumar Sopory, Vice-Chancellor JNU was conferred the award of D. SC (Honoris Causa) in recognition
of his contribution as scientist, outstanding teacher and academic administrator, by Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, in
their 94th Convocation held on 17 March 2012.

7 & Prof. V. K. Jain, School of Environmental Sciences has been appointed as Vice-Chancellor of Doon University,
Dehradun, for a period of three years.

@ Dr. Alka Acharya, Centre for East Asian Studies, School of International Studies has been appointed as Director,
Institute of Chinese Studies, New Delhi, for a period of two years.

& Prof. Niraja Gopal Jayal, Centre for the Study of Law and Governance, has been awarded the Sanjaya Lall Prize 2011
18 by the Board of Oxford Development Studies for her article “A False Dichotomy? The Unresolved Tension between Universal
' and Differentiated Citizenship inIndia”

# Sh. D. P. Tripathi, JNU Alumnus has been elected as Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha)

4 Dr. Anup Kumar Das, Documentation Officer, Centre for Studies in Science Policy, School of Social Sciences, was
declared the runner up in the 2011 Emerald Digital Usage Award. This award was instituted by the Emerald Group Publishing
Limited, United Kingdom in partnership with student competitions.com. The title of his award winning business plan was
“Enhancing Digital Usage of E-Journals by Researchers and Scholars at Jawaharlal Nehru University, India”.

@ Sh. Yeshraj Singh Pal, Section Officer has been appointed as Assistant Regional Director in Mahatma Gandhi
Antarrashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha.
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Jawaharlal Nehru University seeks co-operation with Ghanaian University

A four member delegation from Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU), met with the Vice Chancellors of the Universities of
Ghana and Cape Coast.

The delegation, under the leadership of Prof. Sudha Pai, Rector
and Pro-Vice-Chancellor of JNU, was in the country to explore
bilateral relations and collaboration with the two universities, in
the areas of science research and African Studies, through
exchange programmes.

Ghana and India have similar curricula thus a strong academic
link between them undertaking joint research projects, to be
funded by the Indian University, would be beneficial to both
countries.

Prof. Sudha said when the collaboration takes off, professors
from Ghana could enjoy a year's sponsorship to JNU to do
research studies.

Archives on Contemporary History

A new website has been designed for the Archives on
Contemporary History (also known as the P.C.Joshi Archives). It
showcases some parts of this very rich and unusual collection of
materials on the history of the Communist Party and the Indian
left generally, carefully assembled and catalogued by the first
General Secretary of the Communist Party of India, P.C.Joshi. It
currently hosts two small virtual exhibitions of photographs,
most of the P.C.Joshi Memorial lectures that have been
delivered over the last decade or so, some of the indexes that
are available for consultation by scholars, and links to related
websites. Please do visit the ACH at: http://www.jnu.ac.in/
Academics/Schools/SchoolOfSocialSciences/Archive/default.
html

This year, the ACH organized, in collaboration with Ambedkar
University's Centre for Community Knowledge, an Oral History
Workshop for students chosen from JNU and AUD. Held over
five weekends, the students were addressed by several oral
historians of note, such as Nonica Datta, Suroopa Mukherjee,
Chitra Joshi, Pradip Kumar Datta, and Shahid Amin. They
presented the oral histories that they collected on the last day of

JNU would again network with the University of Ghana to train
its students in African studies and expose then to African
perspectives.

Professor Sudha acknowledged Ghana's rich traditions and
cultural values, and said the JNU would therefore, sign a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Department of African
Studies of the University of Ghana, towards achieving that
objective.

The other members of the delegation were Professor Harjit
Singh Advisor, International Collaboration; Ajay Dubey, Chair of
the Centre for African Studies and Subodh Narayan Malakar of
the School of International Studies

Ajay Dubey, Professor,
Centre for African Studies, SIS

this workshop on March 31, 2012. These interviews will form
part of the ACH and CCD. The response to the workshop was
very encouraging, and hopefully it will be repeated in the years
tocome.

The P.C. Joshi Memorial lecture for 2012 was delivered by Nikhil
Dey, renowned founder member of the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan, and principal force behind the Right to Information
Campaign. His well-attended lecture, 'Participatory Democracy
and the Future of Dissent', was presided over by the Rector Prof
Sudha Paiand chaired by the lawyer-activist Usha Ramanathan.

ACH is making every effort not only to digitize existing materials
in the archive, but also to expand the collection by inviting
donations from members and activists of the Indian left, of all
affiliations. It is planned to organize a seminar and exhibition
towards the end of the year on left cultural activism, ranging
from writing and poetry to drama and cinema, in the period from
the 1940s to the 1960s.

Janaki Nair, Chairperson
Archives on Contemporary History




International Food Festival

26 January —Republic Day of India — has significance as well in
JNU. It is now a tradition for all foreign students of JNU to as-
semble at Jhelum lawns and cook their national food. This year

Surajkund Fair & Akshardham Temple Trip

A one-day trip to the highly acclaimed annual national handi-
craft fair — the 'Surajkund Mela' — and the magnificent temple,
'Akshardham'’, was organized by the ISA on 5 February 2012.
Around 40 international students in JNU visited both places.
Needless to say, the participants were absolutely mesmerized
by the immense cultural diversity of India as displayed in the
range of the handicrafts, cuisine and textiles. The vibrant
colours and energetic folk dances were also fascinating and
captivated the international students. The architecture of the
famous Akshardham Temple had us all spellbound. The high
point of this excursion was the fountain-show in the the temple.

Freshers Welcome Party

To welcome the new entrants to the campus this semester, ISA
organized a welcome party at the ISA office on 12 February.

19 countries participated in this appetizing event: Vietnam,
Laos, Palestine, Tajikistan, Bangladesh, Iran, Syria,
Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Thailand, Tibet, Armenia, South
Korea, Nepal, Uzbekistan, Indonesia, China, France and India.
The NGO "Unnoticed children of JNU" had its stall too. The
event witnessed the graceful presence of Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. S K Sopory as chief guest, and Rector Prof. Sudha Pai,
International Student's Advisor Prof. Alka Acharya and Deputy
High Commissioner of Bangladesh Mr. Mahboob Salleh as spe-
cial guests. Vice-Chancellor noticed the huge popularity of the
festival and promised to help ISA finding a new venue for the
International Food Festival next year. Guests from inside and
outside JNU enjoyed delicacies made by international students
aswell as colorful country presentations following the event.

Students hailing from different corners of world came in large
numbers to the get together. 'Freshers' were welcomed with
flowers and the 'tika' — the traditional Indian practice of putting
a dot of vermillion powder on their forehead. This event
combines the objective of familiarizing the new entrants to the
campus and building contacts, with loads of fun and laughter.
The delicious Indian sweets, cakes and snacks were loved by
everyone. Some enthusiastic students put up a show consisting
songs and dances which helped in promoting camaraderie and
friendship.

Bikash Kumar Mishra
President, ISA, JNU




JNU's Eco-Warriors

The next time you throw a used cup, a plastic wrapper or a
piece of paper anywhere inside the Jawaharlal Nehru
University campus, you might find the guy standing next to you
pick it up and put it in a dustbin nearby. The JNU Eco-Club, a
students' initiative to make the campus cleaner and greener,
has been running cleanliness drives since February this year at
major get-together points in the university premises to
discourage littering. The initiative with the larger aim to
encourage the habit to reduce, reuse and recycle has since
been joined by nearly 200 people from the university fraternity,
mostly students.

The Club has held three cleanliness drives since February. In
the first phase a popular open-air eatery inside the campus,
24*7; Sabarmati hostel lawns and Godavari Dhaba were
cleaned with the help of nearly 30 volunteers. The second
phase took place in March at 24*7, Sabarmati lawns, KC
Market and Ganga Dhaba. The third phase was run in early
Aprilin the surroundings of the following hostels — Tapti, Mahi-
Mandawi, Koyna, Shipra, Lohit and Chandrabhaga apart from
24*7 and Sabarmatilawns.

The Club's president Phakharuddin Ansari, himself a Masters
final semester student of CCFS/SLS says, “Over the last four
years I have seen a drastic reduction in the green environ of
JNU. Many new buildings and hostels have been accommo-
dated on patches covered with green trees earlier.
Unfortunately, the loss has not been compensated ade-
quately.” He adds, “We want JNU to be a role model of a green
and environment friendly campus.”

The Club, however, has not limited its activity to the campus
alone. In the sixteen months of its existence since being
formed on November 14, 2010, the club has to its credit three
cycle rallies, one of which went all the way to Sariska in
Rajasthan. Inthe last cycle rally to Dahojvillage in Haryana, the
club members shared the villagers' concerns about the
ecological degradation in the Aravallis. The club also ran an

Earth Hour campaign last March and has orgnaised many a
plantationdrive.

Next on the Club's 'To do list' apart from the cleaning up
campaign is the water issue. The nearly 1000 acre campus
which is home for around 7,000 students from various corners
of India and abroad has hardly any water source of its own. The
campus suffers deep water scarcity during summers. Mr.
Ansari says, “We intend to run campaigns to create awareness
among the university community. Through such campaigns our
goal is to make people sensitive about not only water but other
environmental concerns as well.”

Talking about Club's future plans, he says, “Coming monsoon
we are planning to launch a massive tree plantation program
and engage every single student to do their bit. The campus can
easily become a lush green and beautiful eco friendly zone if we
all associate with the campaign.” How will the Club do it, and
Ansari says that they expect cooperation from the JNU
administration and the student community.

The Club has got a few active sympathisers in the teaching
fraternity. Dr. Abhijit Karkun of School of Language, Literature
& Culture Studies has been particularly active in joining all the
eco-club initiatives since the very beginning. The club's
president Ansari says, “Whenever I felt down it was Karkun Sir
who always encouraged us to keep the ball rolling.” Another
senior faculty member of School of International Studies, Dr.
Alka Acharya, participated in the 3rd campaign with the young
students.

“It's amazing to find our teachers, despite their busy schedule
and high profile commitments, join hands to shout slogans and
pick up waste that many of us throw carelessly,” said one
studentvolunteer.

The club has many silent supporters. A student said, “When-
ever I am about to throw anything, the JNU Eco Club's cleanli-
ness drive comes to my mind and I walk up to the dustbin.”

Change doesn't come easily; not even in one of India's top
universities where everyone is educated. Even people who are
aware of the importance of cleanliness and greenery are not in
the habit of actually doing something. Old habits do not change
easily; not when civic sense is not a social norm. The inertia of
sticking to habits, however, can be used in favour to clean JNU
by creating environmental consciousness.

Md Phakharuddin Ansari, President
JNU Eco-Club




Seminar on “Mechanism of Ribosomal Scanning and AUG Selection in Translation:
where to begin?”

Dr. Alan Hinnebusch, Program Director and Chief, Laboratory of
Gene Regulation and Development at the National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development, National Institutes of
Health, USA, delivered a seminar in the School of Life Sciences.
The event was highly attended by students and faculty, including
the Vice Chancellor. The students and faculty also had very
productive and enlightening scientific interactions following the
seminar.

Protein synthesis (also called mRNA translation) is a key
fundamental step for gene expression in all living cells. Control
of protein synthesis is vital for normal cell growth and develop-
ment, as either the unregulated high-level protein production or
inappropriate shutting down protein synthesis in cells often
have catastrophic consequences including several human
diseases. In this case, the non-coding (5' leader) portion of
mRNAs also have large impact on protein synthesis efficiency.
But the mechanism of how the regulation of the inititation step of
protein synthesis or the various factors required for this Dr. Hinebusch is a pioneer and a true leader in the research on
regulation have not been understood. control of protein synthesis in eukaryotes. He is a yeast
geneticist and a molecular biologist and has published over 150
peer reviewed articles in top scientific journals, and has several
recognitions to his credit. Above all, he is afantastic mentor and
a great human being, and has trained generations of post-
doctoral scientists for well over 25 years.

permissible conformation of the ribosomes to enable locating
the correct position for initiating protein synthesis. These
findings are profound and fundamental to our understanding of
the mechanism of protein synthesis in eukaryotic organisms
ranging from budding yeast to humans.

In this seminar Dr. Hinnebusch reviewed a large body of
scientific research work that elucidated the mechanism of how
the beginning step of protein synthesis is controlled at molecu-
lar level (see below for a review article). For these studies, Dr.
Hinnebusch's laboratory used a model gene, GCN4, which

encodes a master transcriptional regulator in budding yeast Further reading of the details of his research work: Microbiol.
Saccharomyces cerevisae. Furthermore, he presented startling Mol. Biol. Rev. (American Society of Microbiology Press)
results demonstrating the finesse by which the cellular September 2011 vol. 75, pages 434-467

machinery works, and, in particular, how general eukaryotic

translation factor-1 (eIF1) and eIF1A cooperate to maintain a Krishnamurthy Natarajan

Associate Professor, School of Life Sciences

Conference on: “Living in Peace and Harmony in a Multicultural World: The Risale-I|

Nur perspective”

The Centre of Arabic and African Studies, School of Language, to attend the proceedings of the conference. The conference
Literature and Culture Studies organized a two day international was also attended by a large number of research scholars and
conference on “ Living in Peace and Harmony in a Multicultural students from JNU, Delhi University, Jamia Millia Islamia and
World: The Risale-I Nur Perspective” in collaboration with Aligarh Muslim University. They actively interacted with the
Istanbul Foundation for Science and Culture, Turkey. Risale- I scholars from India and abroad.

Nur is a 6000 page commentary of Holy Quran written by the
great Turkish Scholar and socio-religious reformer
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi (1876-1960) who played a major role in
shaping the socio-religious and cultural contours of Modern
Turkey. The objective of the conference was to deliberate upon
the relevance of Nursi's ideas of peace and harmony, meaning
and significance of faith in life, peaceful co-existence, interfaith
dialogue etc for multicultural societies like India. The confer-
ence was attended by delegates from UK, USA, Canada, UAE,
Turkey, Lebanon, and Indian universities and colleges. A
contingent of about 30 participants from Turkey especially came

The inaugural session was chaired by Prof. R.N.Menon, Dean
School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies. Prof. M.
Aslam Islahi, delivering the welcome speech, remarked that
JNU has the distinction of being the first institution in India to
introduce the revolutionary ideas of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi. He
further said that true to his name Bediuzzaman was the wonder
of the age and that he did not belong to Turkey alone rather he
belonged to all people. Dr. Mujeebur Rahman, convener of the
conference, briefly introduced the theme of the conference.
Guest of Honour Mr. Riza Akcali, former minister and Member of
Parliament in Turkey and a much respected figure, spoke highly




of the Indian tradition of hospitality and expressed his delight at
the reception received in India. He said that our time is marked
by explosion of science and knowledge. But the increased
knowledge has not solved the problems of humanity. There are
endless conflicts, wars and tensions and all kinds of problems.
Referring to the author Ian Malcolm he said that perhaps we
should turn to Ustadh Bediuzzaman Said Nursi for the solution to
these problems. Dr. Thsan Qasim Salehi a well known authority
on Nursi who translated Risale-I Nur into Arabic said that this
book offers solutions for the problems of the age. Risale-I Nur is
like a panacea for all the diseases and ills afflicting the society.
Risale-I Nur addresses entire humanity and suggests solutions
to all problems. Similar opinions were expressed by the Dr.
Abdul Hakim al —Anees from Dubai. In his speech Abdul Hakim
Al-Anees said that Bediuzzaman Said Nursi was very fond of
India although he never visited India. He was particularly
inspired by Imam Sirhindi and Shah Waliullah Dehlavi. Nursi
lived in pain for the sufferings of humanity. Nursi truly was a man
of peace and love.

The inaugural address was delivered by Shri Arif Mohammad
Khan, Former Union Minister, and a noted scholar and speaker.
He began his speech by saying that it was always a delight to be
in JNU. He further said that the choice of venue for a seminar on
living in Peace in Harmony in a multicultural world was the most
appropriate one as JNU was a living embodiment of harmony in
a multicultural environment. He spoke at length on the dynamic
approach of Bediuzzaman Nursi to the interpretation of Quran.
He termed Nursi's magnum opus “Risale-I Nur” as the “Barkat”
(Blessing) of Quran. Quoting extensively from Quran he stressed
the point that diversity is ordained in the scheme of God. Quran
describes this diversity, this pluralism as the signs of Allah. The
colours of our skin, the various languages which we speak, they
are all signs of Allah. Then are we going to fight against these
signs of Allah? The real problem comes when people arrogate to
themselves the power of God. With reference to India's tradition
of pluralism he said that India is known for its long cherished
practice of pluralism since the time immemorial. India has
received the Parsis, Jews, Christians, and Muslims. The
presence of a large number of Sadat (Prophet's progenies) in
India testifies to the fact that when these people were perse-
cuted in the Arab world itself, India welcomed them with open
arms. India does not just tolerate pluralism rather India
welcomes and practices pluralism. He stressed that when this
wonderful message of Bediuzzaman will go from this land of
pluralism and diversity it will have added respectability and
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value. Referring to Nursi he said that Bediuzzaman found
manifestation of the divine in human cooperation, in mutual love,
in coming together of human beings. Indeed these are brilliant
thought. He said that religion is for man making but when
religion is used for empire making then problem starts. This is
what Bediuzzaman has spoken time again in his Risale-i Nur. He
concluded his speech hoping that the deliberations of this
international seminar will show new light to the world and we
will be able to create a better world where we have more
understanding, where we are more concerned about each
other, where we have the feelings of brotherhood for each
other.

Prof. Faris Kaya, Secretary General Istanbul Foundation for
Science and Culture, delivered the key-note address. Prof. Kaya
beautifully elaborated the core aspects of the message of
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi and he especially highlighted the moral
issues and the centrality of morality in the thought of Nursi in the
light of his Damascus Sermon. He said that there is a dearth of
morality in today's life. Despite advancement in science and
knowledge, problems of humanity have not diminished, rather
they have escalated. Social crises, violence of various types,
consumerism, and problems arising out of modernity, problems
arising out of religious differences etc; may be attributed to the
neglect of spiritual life. Said Nursi's Risale-I Nur offers solutions
tothese problems.

Prof. Ravindra Nath Menon, Dean SLL&CS, while delivering the
presidential remarks, congratulated the Centre of Arabic and
African Studies for organizing such an important seminar and
said that throughout history religion has been exploited by
people to dominate over others. This has largely happened
because of the wrong interpretation of religious scriptures.
Against this backdrop the role of Said Nursi is laudable by virtue
of his rational and scientific interpretation of Quran in 6000
pages. Nursi emphasizes on values such as love, compassion,
humility, non-violence and education. Education rids us of
ignorance and transforms us into thinking human beings. We
must emphasize on these values because at one level all
religions emphasize on the unity of mankind. The inaugural
session ended with a vote of thanks proposed by Dr. Rizwanur
Rahman of the centre.

Inthe middle of the session there was a DVD presentation for 15
minutes about the life and works of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi. A
special Turkish plaque was also presented to Prof. R.N. Menon
by His Excellency Mr. Riza Akcali.

The first academic session was on “The Methodological and
Educational Aspects”. The session was chaired by Prof. Bilal
Kuspinar from Canada. Five papers were presented in this
sessions which included “Mecca Medina Paradigm: The Nursi
Perspective on Reform” by Prof. Colin Turner of Durham
University, UK, “Bediuzzaman Said Nursi” by Prof. Akhtarul
Wasey of JMI, New Delhi, “Bringing Faith, Meaning and Peace to
life in a Multicultural World: The Risale-I Nur's Approach” by
Prof. Farida Khanam of JMI, New Delhi, “ Education and
Empowerment through Education: Lessons for Said Nursi for
Muslims in India” by Dr. Zubair Hudawi of Kerala and “Bringing




Faith, Meaning and Peace to life in a Multicultural World: The
Risale-I Nur Perspective” by Abida Kawser of JMI, New Delhi.

The second academic session, on “Modernity, Globalization and
Reform”, was chaired by Prof. Colin Turner of Durham
University. Four papers were presented in this session. Dr.
Sanaullah Nadwi of Aligarh Muslim University spoke on “The
Mind Matter Intrigues: Nursi's Critique of Positivism and
Materialism; Prof. Hamid Nasim Rafiabadi, Director of S.H.
Institute for Islamic Studies, Srinagar, Kashmir, presented a
paper on “Bediuzzaman Said Nursi and the Theory of Clash of
Civilization: A Critical and Comparative Study”; Dr. Mohammad
Ajmal of JNU presented paper on “Globalization and the Thought
of Unity in Diversity of Nursi: The Role of Risale- I Nur”; and Dr.
Md. Qutbuddin of CAAS, JNU made a comparative study of Sir
Syed Ahmad Khan and Nursi in his paper “Reform and
Education: A Comparative study of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi and
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan”. This session generated quite a bit of
debate and discussion among the speakers and the audience.

On the second day, there were parallel sessions and the 3rd
session in was titled “Human Nature, Faith Youth and Women's
Issues”. The session was chaired by Dr. S.A.M. Pasha of JMI. In
this session, Prof. M. Aslam Islahi of JNU, Prof. Alparslan
Acikgenc of Yildiz Technical University, Turkey, Mr. Abdul Majid
Sayem of Kashmir, and Ms. Sneha of JNU presented their
papers. The parallel session was chaired by Prof. Shafique
Ahmad Khan Nadwi of JMI, papers in Arabic were presented by
Prof. Zubair Ahmad Farooqui of JMI, Dr. Ihsan Qasim Salehi of
Istanbul, Dr. Abdul Hakim Anees of Dubai, Dr. Ahmad Farhat of
Lebanon, and Prof. Ayub Nadwi of JMI.

After the tea break, Arabic papers were continued in the session
titled “Contribution of Nursi to change and other issues”. The
session was chaired by Prof. Aslam Islahi. Maulana Saeed al
Azmi Nadwi, Rector, Darul Uloom Nadwatul Ulama Lucknow,
presented his paper titled “The Role of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi
in the upbringing of new generation in Turkey”. Other paper
presenters in this session included Dr. Abdul Majid Qazi of JMI,
Ali Katioz of Turkey, Dr. Nasim Akhtar Nadwi of JMI and Dr.
Obaidur Rahman of Baba Gulam Shah Badshah University of
Rajouri in Kashmir. The parallel session was on “Multicultural-
ism, Peace and Harmony”. The session was chaired by Prof.
Zikrur Rahman, Director India Arab Cultural Centre, JMI. Prof.
Thomas Mitchell of USA, Dr. Obaidullah Fahad and Dr. S.A. Kazmi
of AMU, Dr. Abdul Quddoos of AUS, Assam, and Dr. Sheikh
Jameil Ali of Kashmir presented papers on different aspects of
multiculturalism, Peace, Harmony in the thought of Nursi. All the
papers were appreciated by the participants and audience and
the session generated intense debate and discussion.

The titles of the four parallel session held in the afternoon were
“Scholasticism and Comparative Framework”, “Interfaith
Dialogue and Pluralism”, “Spirituality, Revivalism and Reform”,
and “Dialogue and Co-existence”. Fourteen papers were
presented by eminent scholars on different aspects of Nursian
Thought and Movement. The paper presenters included: Dr. S.
A. M. Pasha of JMI, Dr. Irfan A. Omar of USA, Prof. Bilal Kuspinar
of Canada, Dr. Wali Akhtar Nadwi of Delhi University, Md.
Obaidullah Qasmi of DU, Dr. Abdul Majid Andrabi of Kashmir,
Quamer Shaban Nadwi of JNU, Mahmood Alam Siddiqui of JNU,
Dr. Arafat Zafar of Lucknow University, Dr. Md. Akram Nawaz,
Afsal Hudawi, Dr. Wasiul Haque and Mohammad Ahmad of JNU.

His Excellency Prof. Burack Akcapar, Ambassador of the
Republic of Turkey to India attended the Valedictory Session as
Guest of Honour. Prof. Thomas Mitchell of USA representing the
delegates presented the feedback about the conference. In his
speech he appreciated the wonderful hospitality, excellent
arrangements and the high quality of papers presented and the
lively debates and discussions that followed. In his erudite
speech, the Turkish ambassador Prof. Burack Akcapar dwelt on
the affinities and linkages between India and Turkey. He
emphasized that Turkey and India were two leading democra-
cies of the world and shared historical and cultural affinities
exemplified by the fact that some 9000 words are common to
Hindi, Urdu, and Turkish languages and that the wonder of India,
the Taj Mahal, has a strong Turkish connection. He further said
that India and Turkey are not only great democracies; they are
also big market economies, scientific hubs and are shaping the
future of the world. A lot depends on the cooperation between
these two countries. India and Turkey have shown to the world
that democracy is a global and universal offering and is not
exclusive to the west. With regard to Bediuzzaman Said Nursi he
said that overlooking the two problematic approaches to
religion, religion today is a part of life and this simply cannot be
ignored. Bediuzzaman Said Nursi's relevance in the pluralistic
world is demonstrated by his assertion not on tolerance but on
mutual cooperation and acceptance. He ended his speech by
thanking the organizers to invite him to the conference.

Prof. Faris Kaya, Secretary General Istanbul Foundation for
Science and Culture read out the recommendations of the
conference which focussed mainly on increasing cooperation
between JNU and Turkish institutions in general and IFSC in
particular. Turkish Ambassador Prof. Burak Akcapar on behalf
of Istanbul Foundation for Science and Culture presented a set
of books to Prof. M. Aslam Islahi, Chairperson of the Centre.

Mujeebur Rahman, Associate Professor
Centre of Arabic & African Studies, SLL&CS
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Fifth Lecture in the JNU Seminar Series Towards Interdisciplinarity

The School of Social Sciences
organized the fifth lecture in
the “JNU Seminar Series
Towards Interdisciplinarity”
on 3 February 2012 at the
Committee Room of School of
Social Sciences. The Lecture
titled “Computational
Linguistics, Corpora and
Standards: The Big Picture”
was delivered by Dr. Girish
Nath Jha of Special Centre for
Sanskrit Studies. Professor
Alok Bhattacharya, School of
Life Sciences, chaired the meeting. Professor V.V. Krishna,
Chairperson, CSSP, formally introduced the seminar series.
This series addresses the challenge of interdisciplinarity.
Specifically, it seeks to enable, sustain and nurture dialogues
across disciplines. This initiative intends to close the gap
between the 'two cultures' within JNU and aims to generate
and energize research ideas and ways of thinking about
knowledge and scholarship.

In this lecture Dr. Jha briefly introduced the field of
Computational Linguistics (COLING) as an inter-disciplinary
area of research and application under artificial intelligence
(AI). There are two popular approaches to COLING, namely, (a)
the grammar based approach where formal models of
language analyses are developed and used, and (b) the
statistical methods of COLING where large sized annotated
corpora are used to train computers to learn linguistic
patterns. He also introduced the national and international
standards and the necessity to develop resources as per global
standards. He highlighted the efforts to develop language
technology standards in India under Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS).

Fifteenth P.C. Joshi Memorial Lecture

The P.C. Joshi Archives on Contemporary History of Jawaharlal
Nehru University organized the Fifteenth P.C. Joshi Memorial
Lecture on 28 February 2012 at School of Social Sciences
Auditorium. The Lecture titled “Participative Democracy and
the Future of Dissent” was delivered by Shri Nikhil Dey, a social
activist. Shri Dey is associated with Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sanghatan (MKSS) and National Campaign for People's Right to
Information (NCPRI). He has been actively engaged in different
grassroots social movements such as Right to Information,
Right to Food, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment

In this context, Dr. Jha demonstrated the progress made at
JNU with examples from his projects “Indian Languages
Corpora Initiative” (ILCI), and “Developing Computational
Tools for Sanskrit and Sanskrit-Hindi Machine Translation”,
both funded under the Technology Development for Indian
Languages (TDIL) program by the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology (MCIT).

The Lecture concluded with Chair's remarks and a vibrant
interaction with the audience.

Earlier JNU Seminar Series Towards Interdisciplinarity held
the following events:

e  FirstLecture “the Unclear Nuclear Future” by Professor R.
Rajaraman of School of Physical Sciences on 29 April 2011.
Professor Zoya Hasan of School of Social Sciences chaired
the session.

e Second Lecture “Indian Modernity” by Professor Avijit
Pathak of School of Social Sciences on 14 October 2011.
Dr. Rohini Muthuswamy of School of Life Sciences chaired
the session.

e Third event Panel Discussion on “Science and
Globalisation” on 25 November 2011. Professor
Rupamanjari Ghosh of SPS, Professor V.V. Krishna of
CSSP, SSS, and Professor B.S. Chimni of CILS, SIS were
discussantsin this event.

e Fourth Lecture on “Climate Change” by Professor Arun K.
Attri of School of Environmental Sciences. Chair:
Professor V.V. Krishna chaired the session and Dr. Rohan
D'Souza of CSSP, SSS was a discussant.

Anup Kumar Das
Documentation Officer
Centre for Studies in Science Policy, SSS

Guarantee Act (NREGA) and Lokpal Bill. Dr. Usha Ramanathan,
Independent Law Researcher and Activist, chaired the Lecture
session.

In this lecture Nikhil Dey lucidly discussed the formation of
social movements in the remote areas across India, with the
participation of workers of unorganized sectors, agricultural
laborers and other marginalized communities. He also pointed
out that social exploitation, social discrimination and political
corruption of ruling machineries are the major reasons for




socio-political dissent across
the country. Thus, worker
groups have been engaged in
mobilizing social movements
to achieve their right to
livelihoods, and other human
rights. In this direction, he
pointed out how Right to
Information movement
brings some sorts of
transparency and information
flow in the functioning of
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NREGA. Targeted beneficiaries of NREGA and other national
schemes are now better informed about their rights and how to
participate in those livelihood schemes. Existence of RTI also
helps in minimizing malpractices and corruption as citizens are
more vigilant than a decade earlier.

The Lecture concluded with Chair's remarks and a vibrant
interaction with the audience.

Anup Kumar Das
Documentation Officer
Centre for Studies in Science Policy, SSS

HART ST &, S UHR HR SR AR HR BIRH BT Sl ot
TR U {21 I 8 | Sf. WifeTe 3TeR% o JGb hact urel
@ TSI BT AHS ATAT gl & aR H g7 | SF 74T
@ o BT [ &H THIAF] Bl SMATIAHD GIedIoT A |l
< B IS © | JFETEAT BRI g SF. 3R UTLT 7 el
o AHA™ | B B SeTd Y et 2 | 39 U fohed a1
ST Y AT ST AHaT § |

] & IR FF § Sf. 89 3MeA8 WM o ‘a9 e
T Uh [ZgEar AHEAFT & gaTel 9 (U 91 el |
YN B ITAT b SR AIRGpT 1 TSIl BT g TexTs I ST
IR IW IR el H dMA w@r| Sl s {AR
SaR<Ig 1 del b B =g o o & SxiE™
oRgP DI € IrraT &7 fI9 B gRRY # =L dreEr =Ry |
ST I dI T ‘SJ¥s] & 9T WR SF. T ARTR 7 370
I AT DI | S, AETwe ag T 39 AHAE R P TS
AT BT BIH! FEedql IR | BgEIH geTaqar Bl ToR
H U9 4 Y B S 37 hadl A ST D THR BT G FolR
Bl U PR [T | Hgd—TT—oax & AHRAH Tap AT 6
T 39 IUR H' IR IRTST IISTHSHT = 79T I 3T | S
B 7 U fHY 7Y FAST gA R S AR ugd o |
T BT JLTETAT Y. A, SITETS UG sl <dg dig 7 fhar| <.
<V AT o AT b AT B SR gD IT—3N0 TP A
T g ISl BT W IS © | 59 ATAGAA! Bl Sicrsrd ol
TRE UG Bl ¥l JAMETIHRAT & | HRATI AT st & g & Ul
STHTETS = 9T o foh AHRATT U I &6l 9379 BT & |

AT & AR a7 I AR WX a1 aRd gU Ul =
AR 7 B (& GBI A B TRY I 4RI ARl 3R
ARIAT DI AT I AN BT S BT b YA 8, TorTa!
B9 ARIA® AT IR 57eh TSR BT &H TS Bl IR
g BT ASTRAT A & | U9 9 IqdTe Aol H S=i-
m%wﬁaaﬁwa%qqﬁwﬁfaﬁﬁﬁwaﬁ?ﬁﬁ
BT H AT | 1, ST, AT, SIadl, 90, de,
8U 3R 39 a%agvﬂwz_ﬁf%r T &) RIBR) B |
I8 IS] 59 G H U 91 AR & | ST H o Jfeify
% ®Y H drefd §Y MR WRBR & Wie FA1 Gagdid A8

J P8l b g31 39 GIS] BT BT 977l §Y T HEYA &l &




2 | 98I Pl b ues 21 8 & 1 931 I8 Ul & fdb qRa
# STRDIY Ted WRPid AR & P g 31 ¢ |
gARI fafdeargead iR &3 A1 R ERpid B%dﬂ wi?r
TE FRehl 2, afed adia W At 71 39 AR
Wﬁm?wwﬁwwmmmw
HHRIAD U8 & |

S 9§ WIe & U fawafdernery &1 UhaR edhe
<rft 7 FeT & MRT wFadT & SN # U 9gd 991 <9 B
3R TE BBl ST AHAT & b IR Ao 3R FRIAT Bl ST
© | RA @ g6 Fecqqul I @l g # gfbat i Hal o1

I BT & | 9814, & UG 8B BT + el fd
ST AT A A Qe T 9, a8 Heell geri HEph 2 |
ST SARDICT DT ATADIT B Dello dTell I o s‘ﬂé‘r
2| T I8 WRA Bl JXRPT deoid § GhAl & I
DI NG [T | ST ST AS JaRIc! HelfRmT &I
QIR ol el Ao o S & AER ol AR [T aRRab] B
YR AT P R H g Y Dol fb al IR ST 37T o
Fiifh TBT AR B ATeITal 3iR AWfad @l sremar off iR
I Y B S H VAT 81 o | STH—U—R & HUTaH GR
TN 71 BeT {6 Gibat 1 MR Bl &1 72 diof 41, Td df 34,
|97 3R AR 9IRT DI IARBI FIBHT | I/l BT [ Ig,
Rl Uep #oTed @I 99T 81§, dfeh I fergwie ol U
AT 2, foeT o & $IE 9T 78 2 |

9 93 Pl ey g9 <d gU dardl INB B qIS
HIEHS PINH 3R ATd - BT (b Jhal 7 =l Sie
% I FAR AR IR ARG DI M-S JRIRD] TeD
BT AT FSIT §Y 3T BT ATMHS &I 3R 30 dR—aIpl
QAR T et Si foram | 3= wet fh ithal & g1 41 88
FRIETTG 311G 11 EHIR oY IRl 8 SR Ih! 18 UR I PR
SR U V€ UIGH | PTishH & AR H AR @ Freere
1. ITol A8 IS scwgqqm T AT AT YT BT
FEl & IR o RAfdydrged dwpfa iR amEh favmEa &
FASH & ol GfhAT BT TTI—HSHT MaId 2 | 9 37T
1 &4 <TE feard € |

TG %ﬁzﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁwﬁtﬁ ngi;L\H%NUoﬁ i Aal &
FORAH! A TG TEel TR HIIS) T Ueqd b | S
®El b A fbdl ST &1 9NN a1 A8l aRidl
9 e 8 | g8 AaRIET & 3y . wofld HAR g9 |
RIES AHeATIH, M=, faw] THTHR Ud Gl & FHRAEI
DI Tl DI | HS W AU FHTH SIS YRI AIEd - FHRAH
H FHRITR &7 Al g 4 R & BR Bl e H B
EaTel A HET [ 37T & AHRAT] H ABIHR HIH] &€ b
BIAT 81 I & fOrToll <aHT H U 1 ST dTet] =irol 3o
I gedA ol 7| S RIS, et | 3y el
IR <1 qarT & fEmgRelT 3iR UIfhad= &1 gt d <1
AERAH o @1 Rarl @5 2| R W 981 g o
AHRAM o MY 59 A1ead ¥ g &l iR UeT &l
TS | SR P UI. 37T ST = 37Ul 381 AT T 9o o |
FF H Ug Y UAl IR 9 AF B el ge dbacl o AU dI
I | Sf. AT BIAH! 7 FAHIAF B WY TR I 1
1| . @ifere Heqe o Hel fb qwRaE d A 9

3IITTTD & — TR, HHR 3R TBR |

AT FF H MRAH FTEaTel Rl A8d o AR € &
I AR H Fehrecil: Teoiidl 3R fadl Il #' ol ¥

UHh AR A WR o Y THHE FHIAM] B DRI a4,
A 3R TRl Eile, Wl Rarst @1 form uga (A |
TN STHRTS - I b 1857 W Ugel Ig, ¥ AHRAH ford
ST RE 9, HIR S GHI P I8 Y el Bl AP o b Ig
THRATHT 8 314dT ST AT BT | UTfhed W 378 S
doige fBREN o Ig & Usel WHRAM 3fSlgdd BT W)
AT DI | AR B A9 H ORI Y BRAT FAHIAM TR
WW@W oI Sf. ATSTRTTHET = I Gfhal &
AHRATA BT e T U (63T | S, STdhTs BRaT
A B! 3G9 B LG FAHRATHI DI =l DI | STl

H I T BT U1 AR T4 7 SSladd & AHRAM B
f[dehal 1T TR U & | 9RT H &+ dTell Solicdl &
TR ¥ forar T 37 Rig &1 [ ‘U8TS 3R I’ UR ST,
3Raerer gd =1 3191 Ut UeT | @ T H 37T B
8U S ShaTd AYE, Ul Shwaal, Sd AETGald 3Tl
3IR Sf. @ifels #Hqg =1 Ug Y WITS! U TR fewoly i |

14 AT BT UI=Id G H HR JAARICT], SR I T GedTdh
e T IHN HAE & ABRAF § HIR' DI TR I
P | AT I D HEHRAMH & IR H e AR & g
SRR AT 7 qarn & gadar g & el U 3R
SITAT, HTST, HIR<D! AT & g8l vl AR femgea aiiR
IR T | ©F AL §A7 -1 SeTaqal & AHRAH & gdlel I
BIREE g‘§4¢ E%;;:Hu a%‘r%l%n‘azrl AT 61I\:IEI; SECASTY
RIFEINCIR RGN EN | ql &=’ & 98T gig,
dfeel iR \HEY W Al Thwgad o Ul a1 Pl |
R TEIdl AHIDhd B ABH KIS © STvicl ASDH
a9 oR S, RIS AT 1 37U+ fI=R I | 37egerdy vd gU
IR 9T9T &5 & U1 e -1 Pel fob 3 &1 o H Sq,
H 31 AHva™ ford U | FHRamE | RuiféT & aer—arer
Aifge A Aig[g 8IaT € | ol g sHd Aedd o gfer |
PR ST R |

BS A & YIRY H HREd IIRT WA  gardm & wgers
HOR T Pl BT T, el e, sradl, i wferat
BT JUIF BN Adl H SOIHT BRAT & | FHIAM! 7 ffoegad
AR WP AR I TR ETfers Heals o UehIT STefl |
T G(aRIET ¥ 31Y VTS 3EHT BT 99y ‘ST HeHR ¥ 95,
AHRATT BT IR T | SR ST 3MTSTE, el | LEollg,
T Rig onfe & wweaml & gt @ | Java o8l o
Sufiderare 4R H fo 1 A Afgdr arRi—aRar ares,
Ul HeRIF Uege 3R WIdhT HATE & AHAMI o1 =i Bl |
méﬂf{wa@cﬁ%‘ ' fqw o el 7 P el o | .
;ﬁﬂﬁr faferaw Arsfes & ABRA™ &l fdvy g91HR a1y
BT 9 a7 | Sf. TR g4 7 el ¥ T
FAREM & FHIAM DI g2l BT | Sf. I9[d @AM 7 TEell A
3R FHRAM gRT R B q8oild 3R [P U™ B
g del & I8 aweam Jafed Ray &1 9uaM & |
el 3rgvle | wal fb 30 ARAR BTl 9 IeUUdh| & H8
oI 95T AR 914 DI TR |

AIAd FF H 938 A 7 Al & 916 & g Al d
THIH-—T—fe & Fe¥ # AfYuad ARSI BT guid
53T | 3TeR® AIF 5 UTfhRaT™T ABRATH] § ST R
St &1 quie foha | ToRa o™i =1 grar eite & FHmi
BT eI UK (BT, fTH HeHR a1 Rerfer &1 udr gerr
2| B RIge! 1 AERAM! § RgEaT GHIS iR aRIRg 6




=l B | SBIH gl b > IRGeP] THRAHI H fegw a1
I 3R AT 1 aetfdep Ty frerchl @ | et aredi
T I AR H g W = i & | 81 gaTggard
7 &9 RS & ABIAM & gdTel I [RgIT <@ Bl =T
AT W) | Gl o Seaqal & IhRArHl H R
B STeTd BT A YT | BT W 7 S T F el b
AHAT U VAT Riw ® S Rl & & I 7wl B |
SRR fferan seertaa, g facell | 3iY HIvR Aies] FaR]
T 18 JoIRfbed], Teoiidl iR aredl garar fawg s fam
Udhe YA g Bl AR e {6 fur @ ave € g,
ITD Hay | Dlg ARy ﬁﬁgid Hluj\qﬂ?f%*lwaqqﬁ
ST & AHAH H Rl dgoid’ WR dled ¢ el
URMET T U1 IS TN T8l Bel Siel getaqar 7 11 8l |
gg%ﬁwws%;ﬂvsm$%% ATEd o wEl fh W:ITH;
Gal 3T ABRAAT JHFIe GGl
|HAT | SIYAY, & g & AESTH Asqd 894 1 ‘fege™
BRI @l ok ¥’ fa9a U 3fTelg U a7 | g9+ dag
37t 3ThaR RSl & 9RA # AR BRI & AR T 375 © | S,
AL BITH 1 AT FART D THIAM H AR, ASRT AMS BT
faega aoiF faar 21 Sf. e ofede & e &1 fawd
faeell 3R I IaRIP # GRerd deviid’ H 1894 ®1 faeel!
BT o goRd SEell 7 A & SIRY AMH /AT 2 | 39D
TTITT WA B JFeIET B gY Ul &1 dhacl, Sl I’EAS
BB, TRAM &, Ul ToiA [hRar o U¢ Y 3feial 1R
3T T T |

AMAR & 379 |31 | Y. el Side, 9. 3dR 99, Ul uRd

1. Jedd e, Sf. Wollg gd, S SR qeygd, <
qmmds SISl A, ©f. JoIhR 3fTe™, of. WA
qIRTe, F. Mifdg TS, 1. AT yare RiET, S Hﬁ%ﬂﬁ’@@?{
BIIAR, Sf. IS o1, Sf. wuT RiE, S, IR, IATHM, <.
3TER UTRM, Sf. U, TaeERe, Sf. qdws dld, Sl qoiiga
e, Sf. Fell| IMoIE, Sf. I TG, Sf. STHId
%ﬁwﬁwwﬁﬁﬂwaﬁﬁéﬁﬁwﬁﬁ

|

A fem o9 el M & AT FHRIE Bl
AR B A3 faocl] BTS HHITR T3, TRID JEHAS HRIHF o
Qe BT | SBIT Pl FAISI BT Hheld HR AT A4 JaT
HRAT AR BT IGI1T & AR T8I AT B (A 2 | Hiferard,
wR1E fAfER, qRI0T, g woid, 3Mfe &g U o@d & Sl
%ﬁjﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁwzﬁmﬁﬂaﬁ?mmﬁraﬁaﬂ?
Had IRA & | hAH & g1 fIaRl, F¥pfaai &1 smem
U&TH BT 2 | BRISH H 3T garsi Ul WRAM AR doigA
|%<d|<1ﬁWH|<d|uWWﬁanﬁ?wﬁ@raﬁw
DI | AT S99 HRA gY WRART 96T S & 3fede Ul
FOIRATH A1fS ﬁmaﬁ'ﬁja@raﬁ?wﬁw
RE! | 39 FRMSEY FST Bl 3R Ig & AfIRa U,
BRI 3R IRAT H 9 FF AT Y AR AR, T,
STET fagTi §1RT 2 93 Ug T |

ogd doll, ifad Tawars, Himed,
HYfABT 4 U, A ITed AR Il A&,
ARA AT S, S|

fazafaenea o <) AT &1 IS U

sl foAl favafdeneay § aria &frs Jerel g <rsiie;
/ ATHRI / Aeldi / Fol Feldl / akss aeridl
IR TG WP Hew| Bl el H AEST—SIET, U3 ol
Uqd RIS ITegTaell, YIRI® U9 aeR 3T & aR §
TIRTRS URIET S & o1y 21 AT, 2012 BT FIE 10 ol A
3T 5 FoT T TR W1 & HRIER Hef § vh—feadia &
BHTRITTAT AT BT TS | IH 26 ¥T% Tl =1 91T form |
9 PIITTSAT BT G SGad YTl I Gl o fadl 4
BT B B foT¢ geTdT T o7 | ITh FaT DI JeAdh
fawl w® e, IUF, PRI MR AT RGN Ud
F—TRBRT T FoIa™ BT IIIRT HRATAT AT | T AR TR
T, ST, eRamall anfe & <1, faf=T srfereTiRal &
el @1 fgamdt (B oiR SfIoh) & don <fe garT |
3 Tl fewfort & Arer—arer fgurdY eregTdel Sudel o1
g | 59 BRITMET &I I fBal FellgdR Ul axard Rig =
fhaT 3R URITAA ¥RET & Y ferdrad S swya. diel =1 A
H B B B o1y URT fovan | sriemen & ofd # favafdenea
@ qerdred # e Feoll o b Aal Bl FaIfed B
BU U ARG gaded # iRt o1 i # srfdrerfaes
HTH DR BT UV <F | 39 (AR IR &1 Feuil o favafdene

H 2 & TaR—UNIR ¥ Hol'd &S T & YA Bl RIS
FRd Y UfowiREl o el f 9 g9 erwmeen H
frP——31fdh =T & 9T of 3R B # o vt & forw

AARIHT YA X | S=iA B U gRT TIR Bl T8 U1ed

A BT Tactdd fhar iR B ue=mal # Sier & Faw

WR T4l B gY URMIRTTN BT 39 v wR T8 fdaR &=

P FTg 41| 3fd # 39 B wRizner & deer § ufowrfirat
ERT YR =Rt/ gemal R A 3R & =l a1 1% |

AHYBT dar,

R aforerd), sfa
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School of Social Sciences

Status of Elementary Educationa in India
Pentagon Press, by Bupinder Zutshi,
CSRD

Village Society Orient Blackswan Private
Limited, edited by Surinder S. Jodhka,
CSSS

Non Discrimination and Equality in India:
Contesting Boundaries of Social Justice
Routledge, London, by Vidhu Verma, CPS

School of Computer & Systems Sciences

[ Techonologies and Protocols for the Future
rohnotogles ond | Of Intenet Design: Reinventing the Web

e | Premier Reference Source, by Deo
Prakash Vidyarthi

An interview with Shri D.P. Tripathi (Member of the Rajya Sabha)

Wafa: What was your first impres-
sionof JNU?

DPT: IfirstcametoJNUin1973,13th
of July. My first day's experience was
memorable. I had distinction in
English but I didn't speak the kind of
English that the public school
educated breed of students did. I was
having tea at the Club Building in the
Old Campus. So two girls came there, quiet modern, well
educated and said Come on! The vice chancellor is there. Let's
go and see. And I said that madam I am having my tea. I
pronounced itin a typical Hindi accent. So one girl looked at the
other and said let him be. Looks like a rustic poor guy. That day
I decided that I would work hard and speak better English than
the forefathers of those girls. Incidentally I topped the
admission list for the Centre for Political Studies and then with
time I got to know those girls as well and all of them became my
friends. But thanks to them, I started learning English in my
room, 105Kaveri Hostel. I used to come after classes and
political work and listen to BBC and speak to the walls for
practice. It took me only a month as I did know English; the
problem was only the accent. I am the first village born student

to be president of JNUSU. The ones before me were not from
poor families nor were they born in a village. My father was a
tea stall keeper in the suburb of Calcutta, Howrah, and was
born in Sultanpur. He used to sell tea and was the backbone of
our family. Since my birth T was visually handicapped partially
and the doctors told my parents that I shouldn't be sent to
school or else I would gradually lose my vision completely. So I
was not sent to school and gradually learnt my alphabet by
writing with coal on the ground. The first time I was admitted to
school was in class 4. It was only after my high school that I
earned a national scholarship and then of course I went to
Allahabad University for graduation and then JNU and after
that I did not have to look back to those doctors.

Wafa: How did JNU shape the way you think and help in the
path you took?

DPT: Although I was politically active before coming to JNU it
was nothing compared to my involvement here. My total
political baptism beganin JNU.Iwas a political fellow but I was
basically devoted to my studies

The first time I came they made me a candidate for the council
which I lost because I was campaigning more for Prakash




Karat and less for myself. The next year I won the council seat.
Incidentally I was against Prakash Karat's re-contest as I was
against re-contesting on principle. But then the party decided
to go with Prakash Karat and as I had predicted he lost against
Anand Kumar. And Anand Kumar was a deserving winner. Then
the next electionson31 January 19751 won.Iwas also the first
SFI candidate to lead in the School of Languages. Although
there were great apprehensions because of my situation and
disability but still it worked. The first guest I called to JNU as
the President of the students union was Mother Teresa. The
Statesman on 21 Feb wrote that the SFI Marxist President of
JNU asks the students not to ask any political questions to
Mother Teresa. But one person, Pankaj Sharma, a Hindi poet,
asked Mother what about the Naxalite prisoners? And Mother
Teresa gave a wonderful answer. She said “I pray for them.”
We also had a movement in JNU which was historical which
one can read about in Economic Weekly. It was called Butter
and Jam strike because it began with the mess bill problem.
There were other issues as well but this was one of the major
ones. So the university went on a sine die strike. This was the
first time in any University in the world that all of us complied.
And the Student administrative body decided that if the JNU
administration would not run the University, we will. So
students prepared lectures and took classes. JNU is not merely
Jwaqaharlal Nehru University but Just National Understanding
according to me. So classes were started and running and the
greatest amazement for the country was that the library run by
students was open 24 hours and none of the books were lost
andthisisrecorded. Later obviously the issues were resolved.

I was arrested on 11 Nov 1975 and released on 25 Jan 1977
along with Arun Jaitley. When I came to the campus on 27 Jan
1977 in club building quadrangle and almost The entire student
community, staff and even the faculty were there to listen to me
and then I was taken to the Students Union office and installed
there. So in that sense I was the longest serving JNUSU
Presidentfrom 21 Jan 1975 to 25 April 1977.

After that there was a demand for fresh elections by Free
Thinkers and the proposal was accepted in General Body
Meeting.

After being voted out I thanked my General Secretary the most
who was a Free Thinker, S.S. Singh. Then 22 or 23 April 1977
elections were held. We made Sitaram Yechury the candidate.
Prakash Karat said that I should re-contest and I refused as I

was against it. The two names came from the General Body and
I made sure that Sitaram was voted as a nominee and not me.
In that election the entire CPM was convinced that Sitaram
would lose. Prakash Karat did not even campaign. I coined the
slogan for him “Badi ladai ucha naam Sitaram Sitaram!”
Sitaram won the elections.

\Wafa: Are their any changes you see in JNU over time?

DPT: There are many changes taking place in the country and
JNU cannot be removed from these but I still think that JNU is
the best university in India and I am not saying this because I
am from JNU. There are reasons for that, firstly it's a national
university, It's a residential university; the teaching is direct
and more practical rather than bookish, self study. But
depoliticisation has taken place to a certain extent which is in
keeping with the trends in the world which is in turn governed
by the market. But even then the atmosphere continues. The
worst thing that had happened to JNU was the stopping of JNU
elections. We had all gone to appeal to the court as well. There
was no communalism, no casteism and no gender bias. In fact
JNU was the first university to have norms and a body against
gender bias. When I became President e that there were joint
hostels. Moonis Raza, the then Rector called me and said that
these joint hostels should be changed as we live in India. The
girls should be allowed to go to the boys' hostels and go to the
mess but the hostels should be separate. I agreed with himand
convinced my council as that was the demand of many people
as well. But many girls surrounded and questioned me and
called me a chauvinistic pig. It took me seven hours to convince
them but ultimately they accepted because of the affection for
me. And the VC, Nag Chaudhary and the Rector congratulated
me. Politics and personal relations were separate. There was a
sense of tolerance. And students voted based on issues and
agendas. When I stood for elections many of my classmates
like Jayshankar or Malay Mishra or Shushant Mishra who are
well known names now opposed me whereas some who were
not my classmates or especially close to me supported me
based on their viewpoint. There was always a dialogue and
endless discussions over tea with the ones who were opposing
me politically. They would give their feedback on what they
thought was lacking in my agenda and I would do the same for
them. This aspect should not change.

This interview was taken some time ago.

Sh. Sahib Singh Rathee, Junior Assistant-cum-Typist passed away on 18 March, 2012

We extend our condolences to the bereaved family.




A delegation headed by H.E. Riza Akcali Ex-Minister and Member of Turkish
Parliament visited the Centre of Arabic & African Studies, School of Language,
Literature & Culture Studies to attend a workshop on 1 February 2012. Photo shows
His Excellency Riza Akcali presenting a plaque to Prof. S.K. Sopory, Vice-Chancellor.

A delegation from Queensland University of Technology, Brishane, Australia visited
JNU on 14 March 2012 and sign a MoU with JNU. Photo shows Prof. Sudha Pai, Rector
and Prof. Arun Sharma (Centre) alongwith other officials from JNU and the members
of the delegation.

A delegation from Twelve International Education Administrators from Universities
inthe US visited JNU on 20 March, 2012. Photo shows (from right) Dr. Milap Sharma,
CSRD; Prof. I1.S. Thakur, SES, Dr. Milap Punia CSRD, Dr. S. Chandrasekaran,
(Coordinator), Prof. Harjit Singh, Chief Advisor, International Collaboration, and
Prof. Rajiv Bhatt, SBT with other members of the delegation.

A delegation headed by Prof. Dr. Bernhard Eitel, Rector, University of Heidelberg,
Germany (UHG) visited JNU on 26 March, 2012 and met the Vice-Chancellor Prof. S.K.
Sopory. Photo shows Prof. Eitel, and Prof. S.K. Sopory (Centre) alongwith other
officials from JNU and the members of the delegation.

A delegation of high level officials from Vietnam led by Deputy Prime Minister of
Vietnam H.E. Mr. Nguyen Thien Nhan, visited JNU and met the Vice-Chancellor on 29
March 2012. Photo shows H.E. Mr. Nguyen Thien Nhan, presenting a Memento to
Prof.S. K. Sopory, Vice Chancellor, JNU.

Prof. Ahmed C. Bawa, Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Durban University of
Technology, South Africa visited JNU and met Prof. S.K. Sopory, Vice-Chancellor on 9
April, 2012. Photo shows (from right) Prof. Ahmed C. Bawa, Prof. S.K. Sopory, Vice-
Chancellor and Prof. Sudha Pai, Rector.
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A lecture-cum-interaction session with Madame Samia Yaba Christina Nkrumah, Member of
Parliament and daughter of Kwame Nkumah, the First President of Ghana, on “The Continued
Relevance of Pan-Africanism in the Contemporary World” was organised on 21 March, 2012. Photo
show Madame Samia Yaba (Centre) interacting with the participants.

Central Asian Studies Programme, Centre for South, Central and Southeast Asian Studies, SIS
organized an International Seminar on “Tajikistan in the 21st Century” on 22-23 March, 2012. Photo
shows (from right) Prof. S.K. Sopory, Vice-Chancellor, JNU, Shri Ajay Bisaria, Joint Secretary (Eurasia
Division), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India and Prof. K. Warikoo, Centre Asian Studies
Programme, SIS.

The University Library organized a lecture on “E-Book, Choices and Challenges” on 20 March 2012 by
Ms. Linda K. Parker, Resource Officer, US Department of State. Photo Shows Ms. Parker delivering the
lecture.

The University Sports Committee organized Annual Sports Prize Distribution Function on 30 March
2012. Photo shows Shri Kapil Dev (Arjun Awardee, Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan, Wisden Indian
Cricketer of the Century) with students after the prize distribution ceremony.

Chairperson: Prof. G.J.V. Prasad, SLL&CS, Members: Dr. Devendra Kr. Choubey, CIL/SLL&CS, Dr. Andrew Lynn, SCIS,
Dr. Rohini Muthuswami, SLS, Ms. Ritu Nidhi, CIS, Member Secretary: Poonam S. Kudaisya, PRO
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