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I am a doctoral scholar of the Modern History Program at the Centre for Historical Studies, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. My doctoral thesis titled ‘Science and the Nation: The Quest for Self-Reliance’ deals mainly with an exploration of the efflorescence of science and scientific institutions in colonial India, particularly in Bengal, from the mid-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth centuries. In mapping out a hundred years of the history and sociology of science in India, my attempt is to especially look at how western science was received, imbibed, and nurtured in the colonial milieu. The cultural encounter that ensued fostered a wide range of debates. The agenda of science and its institutionalization was intimately connected with the rise and growth of nationalism. After the 1930s, a mature scientific community came into being and not only carved out a niche for itself but also successfully floated the agenda of reconstruction and self-reliance for which it enthusiastically became partners in the National Planning Committee. In the particular instance of Indian science, the scientific community’s specific role in the anti-colonial struggle and their quest in imparting national initiatives for development in the post colonial phase were significant contributions. These are the broader themes which I am exploring in my thesis. On a wider level, my research interests fall under the rubric of the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine in India. 
