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Iam a recipient of SYLFF from 2005 December.I have obtained my Masters and M.Phil Degree in Economics, from the School of Social Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kerala. At present I am doing PhD at the Centre for Social Medicine and Community Health, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi on “Political Economy of Health: An Analysis of Policies, Priorities and Agents in Kerala” under the supervision of Prof: K. R. Nayar. The present study problematizes the uncritically accepted conceptions on which health policies and academic researches work on and its effects. Unlike the contemporary studies on health policies the present study proceeds with reflexively looking at the very notions of policy and priority in multiple discursive fields.

Research Interests

Though the degree was awarded in Economics, the exposure I received in interdisciplinary social sciences research and social theory throughout my postgraduate and M Phil programme oriented my research interests towards historical and sociological aspects of health practices in Kerala. While trying to understand the concept of ‘health’, I found that the discursive effects of western medical practice are important since it is, in and through these discourses the health care is defined and redefined in the post-colonial Keralam. The reproduction of the colonial modernity constituted notions of health in the contemporary health policies and health reform initiatives are legitimized stating that it is imperative for improvement of the health of the population. Understanding the power relations involved in these discourses and its consequences on the society is a desideratum in making sense of the genealogy of modern medical practice in Kerala.

