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JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY 
School of International Studies 

Centre for International Politics, Organization & Disarmament 

PhD in International Politics 
 MONSOON 2021 

IO643: Culture, Norms and Identity in World Politics 
 
Course Teachers: Prof. Jayati Srivastava/ Prof. Varun Sahni  

Google Classroom: https://classroom.google.com/c/NDU1OTQzNzc2OTM2?cjc=vuc5
3px or use class code: vuc53px 

Google Meet link 
for online classes: 

https://meet.google.com/uoc-owyn-myr  

Google Drive link 
for readings:  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IDQXJBETlLc8x5KSTpm
WDkSGG9bZB9r-
TBCFSLkTq0YkCzQQ1k7DIJckCqkdPoqwltNkbEiC?usp=sharing  

Class Hours: Monday and Thursday, 2.30 p.m. to 4 p.m.  

Office Hours: Online, by appointment 

Email: jayatis@jnu.ac.in; varunsahni@jnu.ac.in  

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
The primary intent of the course is to systematically unpack the categories of culture, norms 
and identity against a backdrop of broader inter-disciplinary debates pertaining to them 
within the social sciences. Our more specific interest is to examine the changing meanings 
and contexts of usage relating to these categories with a particular focus on its analytical 
utility in the sphere of understanding world politics.  
 
The existing scholarship pertaining to all three categories is large and given our finite time 
schedule the course concentrates on some representative strands of scholarship 
surrounding these terms. Students are expected to keep up with contemporary journals in 
the field, especially World Politics, Alternatives, International Organization, International 
Security, Review of International Studies, European Journal of International Affairs, Journal of 
Asian Studies, International Studies, South Asian Survey and Millennium. All readings listed 
here must be treated as essential readings.  
 

EVALUATION & DEADLINES  
 

Mid-semester term paper – 40% 31 March 2022 
Mid-semester term paper presentation – 10% 24 March 2022 
End-Semester term paper – 50% 15 April 2022 

 
You are required to take a close look at the note on plagiarism in the SIS Research Manual. 
Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and anybody who commits it will be strictly 
penalized. If you have any doubts regarding this, consult with your course teacher well in 
advance to turning in your term paper.  
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COURSE THEMATIC AND READINGS 
 

Culture 
Abu-Lughod, Lila, ‘Writing Against Culture’, Richard G. Fox (ed.), Recapturing 
Anthropology: Working in the Present (Santa Fe: School of American Research Press, 1991), pp. 
137-161. 

Ballinger, Pamela, ‘How to Detect Culture and its Effects’, Robert E. Goodin and Charles 
Tilly (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Contextual Political Analysis (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2006), pp. 341-359. 

Bilgrami, Akeel, ‘The Clash within Civilizations’, Dædalus 132 (3), Summer 2003: 88-93. 

Bozeman, Adda B., ‘Civilizations under Stress: Reflections on Cultural Borrowing and 
Survival’, The Virginia Quarterly Review, 51 (1), Winter 1975,  
https://www.vqronline.org/essay/civilizations-under-stress-reflections-cultural-
borrowing-and-survival  

Cox, Robert, W, 2000, ‘Thinking about Civilizations’, Review of International Studies, vol. 26, 
Dec., pp. 217-234. 

Gupta, Akhil and James Ferguson, ‘Beyond “Culture”: Space, Identity, and the Politics of 
Difference’, Cultural Anthropology 7 (1), Feb., 1992: 6-23. 

Huntington, Samuel P., ‘The Clash of Civilizations?’ Foreign Affairs 72 (3), Summer 1993: 22-
49. See various responses to Huntington in Foreign Affairs 72 (4), September/October 1993, 
and Huntington’s reply, ‘If Not Civilizations, What?’ Foreign Affairs 72 (5), 
November/December 1993: 186-195. 

Khong, Yeun Foong, Analogies at War: Korea, Munich, Dien Bein Phu, and the Vietnam Decisions 
of 1965 (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1992). Select chapters: Part 1 (‘The 
Argument’) and Part 3 (‘The Implications’). 

Lawson, Stephanie, Culture and Context in World Politics, (Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2006), chapters 1 & 2.  

Lichterman, Paul and Daniel Cefaï, ‘The Idea of Political Culture’, in Robert E. Goodin and 
Charles Tilly (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Contextual Political Analysis (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2006), pp. 392-414. 

Nandy, Ashis, ‘The Political Culture of the Indian State’, Dædalus 118 (4), Fall 1989: 1-26. 

Tanham, George K., Indian Strategic Thought: An Interpretative Essay, RAND National 
Defense Research Institute, Santa Monica, CA, 1992, 
www.rand.org/pubs/reports/2007/R4207.pdf 

Thompson, Michael, Marco Verweij and Richard J. Ellis, ‘Why and How Culture Matters’, 
Robert E. Goodin and Charles Tilly (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Contextual Political Analysis 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), pp. 319-340. 

Tilly, Charles and Robert E. Goodin, ‘It Depends’, Robert E. Goodin and Charles Tilly (eds.), 
The Oxford Handbook of Contextual Political Analysis (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), 
pp. 3-32. 
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Tylor, Edward, ‘The Evolution of Culture’, Jerry D. Moore, Visions of Culture: An Introduction 
to Anthropological Theories and Theorists (Plymouth: AltaMira Press, 2009), pp. 5-17.  

Viveiros de Castro, Eduardo, ‘Cosmological Deixis and Amerindian Perspectivism’, The 
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 4 (3), Sep. 1998: 469-488. 

Norms 

Acharya, Amitav, ‘How Ideas Spread: Whose Norms Matter? Norm Localization and 
Institutional Change in Asian Regionalism’, International Organization, 58 (2) Spring, 2004: 
239-275.   

Carpenter, R. Charli, ‘“Women and Children First”: Gender, Norms, and Humanitarian 
Evacuation in the Balkans 1991-95’, International Organization, 57 (4) Autumn, 2003: 661-694. 

Cortell, Andrew P. and James W. Davis, Jr., ‘Understanding the Domestic Impact of 
International Norms: A Research Agenda’, International Studies Review 2 (1), Spring 2000:  
65-87. 

Finnemore, Martha and Kathryn Sikkink, ‘International Norm Dynamics and Political 
Change’, International Organization, 52 (4), Autumn 1998: 891-892. 

Finnemore, Martha, ‘Constructing Norms of Humanitarian Intervention’, Peter J. 
Katzenstein (ed.), The Culture of National Security: Norms and Identity in World Politics (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1996), pp. 153-185. 

Finnemore, Martha, National Interests in International Society (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 
Press, 1996), chapter 2. 

Klotz, Audie, ‘Norms and Sanctions: Lessons from the Socialization of South Africa’, Review 
of International Studies 22 (2), Apr. 1996: 173-190. 

Kratochwil, Friedrich, ‘The Force of Prescriptions’, International Organization 38 (4), Autumn 
1984: 685-708.  

Percy, Sarah, Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in International Relations (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2007), chapter 5 & 7. 

Petersohn, Ulrich, ‘Reframing the Anti-mercenary Norm: Private Military and Security 
Companies and Mercenarism’, International Journal, 69(4), 2014: 475–493.  

Price, Richard and Nina Tannenwald, ‘Norms and Deterrence: The Nuclear and Chemical 
Weapons Taboos’, Peter J. Katzenstein (ed.), The Culture of National Security: Norms and 
Identity in World Politics (York: Columbia University Press, 1996), pp. 114-152. 

Raymond, Gregory A., ‘Problems and Prospects in the Study of International Norms’, 
Mershon International Studies Review, 41(2) Nov, 1997: 205-245. 

Risse, Thomas & Kathryn Sikkink, ‘The Socialization of International Human Rights Norms 
into Domestic Practices: Introduction’, Thomas Risse, Stephen C. Ropp, Kathryn Sikkink, 
(eds.), The Power of Human Rights: International Norms and Domestic Change (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 1-38. 

Ruggie, John Gerard, ‘What Makes the World Hang Together: Neo Utilitarianism and the 
Social Constructivist Challenge’, International Organization, 52 (4), Autumn 1998: 855-885.  
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Wingel, Susanne Z, ‘How Do Norms Travel? Theorizing International Women’s Rights in 
Transnational Perspective’, International Studies Quarterly, 56 (1), March 2012, 115-129. 

Identity 

Appiah, Kwame Anthony, ‘“But Would That Still Be Me?” Notes on Gender, “Race” and 
Ethnicity, as Sources of “Identity”’, Journal of Philosophy, 87 (10), 1990: 493-499. 

Appiah, Kwame Anthony, ‘Race, Culture, Identity: Misunderstood Connections’, The 
Tanner Lectures on Human Values, University of California at San Diego, 27-28 October 1994, 
https://tannerlectures.utah.edu/_documents/a-to-z/a/Appiah96.pdf. 

Appiah, Kwame Anthony, ‘The Politics of Identity’, Dædalus 135 (4), Fall 2006: 15-22. 

Baele, J. Stephane, Balzac, Thierry, ‘International Rituals: An Analytical Framework and its 
Theoretical Repertoires’, Review of International Studies, 48: 1, 2021, pp.  1–23. 

Berenskoetter, Felix, ‘Identity in International Relations’, Oxford Research Encyclopedias, 
International Studies, published online, 2017, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.013.218.  

Bharucha, Rustom, ‘Beyond The Box: Problematising the ‘New Asian Museum’, Third Text 
14 (52), September 2000: 11-19. 

Bilgrami, Akeel, ‘Notes Toward the Definition of “Identity”’, Dædalus 135 (4), Fall 2006: 5-
14. 

Deudne V, Daniel, ‘Ground Identity: Nature, Place, and Space in Nationalism,’ Lapid Yosef, 
Friedrich Kratochwilpp, (eds.), The Return of Culture and Identity in IR Theory (Boulder, 
Colorado: Lynne Rienner), 1996, chapter 7. 

Ghosh, Amitav, ‘The March of the Novel through History: The Testimony of My 
Grandfather’s Bookcase’, Kunapipi: A Journal of Postcolonial Writing 19 (3), 1997: 2-13, 
accessed from https://www.amitavghosh.com/essays/bookcase.html  

Gioia, Ted, ‘The Prehistory of Jazz’, The History of Jazz (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2011), pp. 3-26. 

Pamuk, Orhan, My Father’s Suitcase: The Nobel Lecture, trans. Maureen Freely, The New 
Yorker, 25 December, 2006, https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2006/12/25/my-fathers-
suitcase. 

Peterson, V. Spike, ‘The Politics of Identity in International Relations’, The Fletcher Forum of 
World Affairs 17, 2 (Summer 1993): 1-12. 

Taylor, Charles, Sources of Self: The Making of Modern Identity (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 1989), chapters 1 & 2. 

Tickner, J. Ann, ‘Identity in International Relations Theory: Feminist Perspectives’, Lapid 
Yosef, Friedrich Kratochwilpp, (eds.), The Return of Culture and Identity in IR Theory (Boulder, 
Colorado: Lynne Rienner), 1996. 

Varadarajan, Latha, The Domestic Abroad: Diasporas in International Relations (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2010), chapter 2.   


