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The aim of this course is to critically comprehend terms such as “people,”
“demos,” “rule,” “popular sovereignty,” “constituent power,” “representation,”
“deliberation,” “constituency,” and “citizenship.” Many of these terms can be
associated with both procedural and agonistic conceptions of democracy. The
hope is that the course will permit consideration of the meaning of the above
terms, as far as possible, from the perspective of both conceptions of democracy.
As well, the course aims to enable familiarity with classifications of democracy
that go under headings such as “liberal,” “radical,” and “socialist.”” For themes
such as constituent power and representation, the course will entail engagement
with both contemporary democratic theory and the history of democratic political
thought. The course will also probe how different strands of contemporary
democratic theory engage (i) contestation, persuasion, rhetoric and deliberation;
(if) association and participation; (iif) modes of representation in formal decision
making forums; and (iv) the effect on democratic politics of claims to group
rights. Reading materials for the course will also consider the phenomenon of
transnational democracy, and issues related to the impact of the new social media
on democratic theory and practice.
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Based on the above, the course is divided into the following segments:

1. (a) Cultures of Democracy
(b) Democracy and the Political

2. (a) Elitist Theory of Democracy and Its Critics
(b) Liberal Democracy and Its Critics

3. Representation
4, Participation, Persuasion, Rhetoric and Populism

5. Citizenship
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