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(i). Message from the Ambassador of Russia to India

H.E. Denis Alipov

T D Cy7-
Thhe Dussian SImbassador
N 3360
New Delhi, Octoberng, 2025

Dear readers,

The year 2025 marks the Diamond Jubilee of the Centre of Russian Studies
(CRS), Jawaharlal Nehru University — an occasion of special significance and joy
for me as a JNUite.

For six decades, the Centre has stood as a beacon of academic learning,
a distinguished institution of education and research, and without exaggeration,
one of the finest schools of Russian language and culture in India. It has evolved
as an integral part in the matrix of historically deep, comprehensive and trusted
Russia-India relationship with Dr Rakesh Kumar Verma, Director, Cabinet Secretariat,
Representative of India in RATS, SCO, Prof Abhai Maurya, Founder Vice Chancellor,
English and Foreign Languages University, and Prof Kandarpa Das, Vice Chancellor,
Girijananda Chowdhury University, among the most prominent graduates,
who contributed tremendously to the promotion of our unique ties.

Since its establishment in 1965, the CRS team has traversed a long and dedicated
path toward building a self-reliant and forward-looking combination of theoretical
insight and practical experience, as well as credible institution capable to reflect
contemporary trends and environment. The collection of papers presented
in this volume serves as a brilliant testimony to this legacy.

Warm congratulations to the alumni, professors, and students of the CRS
on this remarkable jubilee. There is no doubt that the 60th anniversary will become
a milestone for new achievements, expanding horizons for excellence and nurturing

the next generation of scholars and a wide range of professinz

Shantipath, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi - 110021 Tel: 2611-0640 E-mail: {'u mbindia@mid.ru
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(i1). Message from the Vice-Chancellor, JNU

Prof Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit

AR AeE fasafdEd

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY
aé fecei-9900€9

NEW DELHI-110067

Professor Santishree D. Pandit
Vice:chancelior Message from the Vice-Chancellor

Dear Readers,

Let me congratulate the Centre of Russian Studies for its Diamond Jubilee, i.e.,
completing 60 years of the establishment. It is a landmark occasion that fills the entire
JNU community with price and joy. The Centre of Russian Studies is one of the oldest
centres of JNU. It was found in 1965 and has since become one of the nation's
pioneer institutions of its kind, spearheading the study of Russian language, literature,
culture, and translation. Over the past six decades, the Centre has not only nurtured
generations of scholars, translators, and educators, but has also made significant
contributions to the consolidation of cultural and educational relations between India
and Russia, thereby exemplifying the spirit of international understanding, intellectual
engagement, and cooperation that constitutes the core of Jawaharlal Nehru
University's academic vision.

To commemorate this historic milestone, the Centre is bringing out a series of
scholarly publications, including the journal Critic, Issue no. 23, Critic, Special Issue
24; Journal on Translation of Research Articles, Journal on Translation of Literary
Works, an edited book on Creative Writings in Russian, an Abstract Book of the
International Conference, IRBB-2025. These publications collectively stand as a
testament to the academic rigour, creativity, and collaborative spirit that have guided
the Centre through six decades of excellence.

On behalf of Jawaharlal Nehru University, | convey best wishes to the faculty
members, alumni, students, and all well-wishers of the Centre of Russian Studies.
May this Diamond Jubilee serve as an enduring source of inspiration, leading to new
frontiers in teaching, research, and cultural cooperation, and may the Centre continue
to uphold the proud traditions of scholarship and excellence that define our university.

With best wishes, Y
?M"M
i\

(Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit)

Tel.: 2674 1500, 2670 4001 @ Fax: +91-11-2674 2580 e E-mail: ve@mail jnu.ac.in
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(ii1). Message from the Dean, SLL&CS, JNU

Prof Shoba Sivasankaran

TR Ve fagfaemes
| JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY
@ AT, WIfeT Yd WP sreqas der
SCHOOL OF LANGUAGE, LITERATURE & CULTURE STUDIES
=¥ faeelt - 110067 / New Delhi-110067

ot T REgiewE

A HTATET

Prof. Shoba Sivasankaran
Dean

Message from the Dean
School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies
Dear Readers,

The year 2025 marks the Diamond Jubilee of the Centre of Russian Studies (CRS), Jawaharlal Nehru
University, a moment of immense pride and celebration for the School of Language, Literature and
Culture Studies.

The Centre has been very active in promoting academic excellence, linguistic scholarship, and
cultural understanding, establishing itself as one of the finest centres of Russian Studies in India for
these six decades. Its contributions to the fields of language pedagogy, literary analysis, and
translation have significantly enriched our School’s intellectual landscape and strengthened India’s
long-standing cultural and educational engagement with Russia.

As the centre publishes several Journals and books such as:

Critic Issue no. 23 Research Articles & Translation

Critic Special Issue 24 (i) Research Articles in Russian Studies
Special Issue 24 (ii) Translation of Research Articles

Special Issue 24 (iii) Translation of Literary Works

An Edited Book Creative Writings in Russian

Abstract book, IRBB, 2025

The collective efforts to create such volume of scholarly works are a testament to the commitment,
scholarship, and vision that have guided the Centre through sixty remarkable years. I would also like
to acknowledge that Centre of Russian Studies has been one of the most active centres in organising
various activities for students, scholars and colleagues. I am sure that they will continue their
endeavours to make their contribution in making JNU as an institution of excellence.

On behalf of the School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies, | extend my heartfelt
congratulations to all faculty members, alumni, students, and well-wishers of the Centre of Russian
Studies. May this milestone inspire new directions in teaching, research, and cultural collaboration,
carrying forward the proud legacy of excellence that defines our School and University.

With warm regards,

/g/s/('vf('v}__

Prof. Shoba Sivasanka}ah“‘ l{
SIDEAN '

A\ Fh I Abrhdfe Snd Culture Studies

Ha

NS
" 7§ Rt / New Delhi-110067

é W A ] ’niversity

Tel: (O) +91-11-267442511,26704233
Email: dean_slics@mail.jnu.ac.in, sshobha@mail.jnu.ac.in, shobashekhar@yahoo.com
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(iv). Message from the Director, Russian House, New Delhi

Dr Elena Remizova

EMBASSY OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION IN INDIA
Cultural Department

e

RUSSIAN HOUSE
24, Firoz Shah Road, New Delhi, 110001
RUSSIAN HOUSE Tel: 011-2332-9100, 011-2332-9101, Email: india_deli@rs.gov.ru
Ref : %X!—X/a& Date. : 05~/ 4025

Jloporue Jpys3bsi, yBaXkaemble KOIUIErM, BBINYCKHHKH M [pPerojiaBaTesu
[lenTpa pycckux ucenenopannii Yuusepenrera umenn Jbxasaxapiana Hepy!

[pexne Bcero, 103BOJNbTE  BbIPA3UTh  MCKPEHHIOW W IIYyGOKYHO
6J1ar‘onapno<:Tb LlCHpr pPycCcKux HCCJICI{OBSHMF{ — YHHUKaJILHOMY o4ary 3H3Hl4ﬁ,
KOTOPBII yKe Ha MPOTSHKEHUH JECATHICTUH BOCTIUTBIBACT MOKOICHUS! HHIHHCKIX
pyCHCTOB, npeaantbIxX PyCCKOFl KYJIbTYpEC, sA3BIKY H TpaJAHLHAM. Bnaro,culpx B{ILIJCM)’
TPYAY, SHTY3Ha3My M Npo(EeCCHOHANN3MY PYCCKMH SI3bIK 3BYYHMT B aylAMTOPHSX
Mll}lMﬁcKMX y“"BCpCHTeT()B, pyCCKilﬂ JIMTCP'(\I')’pu BJIOXHOBJISICT HOBbIC ITOKOJICHUS,
a Ky/nbTypHbIH quanor mexxaty Poccueit u Mniuneii oOperaer skuBy10, 4e10BEYECKY O
cuy.

CeroaHst MbI € TOpAOCTBIO MPEACTABIAEM MATb U31aHUid, pO)K)JéHHle B
crenax LleHTpa M CTaBIIMX SPKHM OTPA@XKCHHCM €O MHCCHH — CTPOMTb MOCTBI
MesK/ly HallMMU HapoJiaMy uepe3 o0pa3oBaHue, HayKy ¥ TBOPYECTBO.

IepBoe u3 Hux — kyphan Critic co crarbsiMu Ha pPyCCKOM si3bIKe,
OTKpbIBAIOLIEH WHAWHCKAM YHTaTeNsM TyOWHY POCCHIICKOH MBICTH B 00NacTH
JINTEPATYPOBEAEHMsT M KYJILTypoloruu. DTO He mnpocrto mybnukauus, a
IIPOCTPAHCTBO, IJIe POXKAAIOTCS HOBBIE MJIEM M YKPEIUBIeTCs aKaJeMHyecKoe
uapraéperso. XKypuan cayxur iarQopmMoit Ul MHTCUICKTYalbHOIO 0OMeHa,
CTUMYJIHPYS JAJibHERLIUE HCCIEMOBAHUS U IUCKYCCHHU.

Bropoe uspanne —— cGOpHHK MEPEBOAOB CTaTeii ¢ PyCCKOro Ha XHH/H MIIH
AQHMIUHCKUA. DTH MaTtepuasibl 3HAKOMST MHIMICKYIO ayJUTOPHIO C KIIOYEBHIMH

paboTaMu pPOCCHHCKMX aBTOPOB, crocobeTBys Oosice ryGOKOMY MMOHHMaHHUIO
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Hay4HBIX M KYJIbTY PHbIX I0CTHIKEHHH. [TepeBo/ibl BHIMOIHSIOTCS ¢ y4ETOM HIOAHCOB,
COXpaHsisi OPUIMHAJILHbBINA CMBICI M CTHJIb.

Tperbe — mepeBOmbI  Xy/I0XKeCTBEHHOI JIMTEpPaTYphl C pyccKoro Ha
AHIIMHCKHI MM XUHM. Knaccuueckue W coBpeMeHHble POM3BEICHHS PYCCKHX
nucaresniel o6peTaloT HOBYIO KM3Hb B HMHIMICKOM KOHTEKCTE, BIOXHOBIAS
YMTaTeNied Ha MEXKYIBTYpHbIH auanor. Takue nepeBojbl pacIUMpSIOT JOCTYN K
PYCCKOIi JIuTeparype U 000ramaioT HHAKKMCKYIO TUTepaTypHYIO TPaIHLHO.

YerBéproe — COOPHUK COOCTBEHHBIX PAaccKa3’oB M CTHXOTBODEHMH Ha
PYCCKOM sI3bIKE, HANMHCaHHbIX mpernogasatensMu LlenTpa. DTH npousseneHus
OTPAXAIOT JINYHBIH ONBIT U TBOPYECKHUI B3NS MHAMICKUX PYCHCTOB Ha PyCCKYIO
KyIbTypy, NEPEOCMBICICHHYIO 4epe3 MNpu3My HWHIMICKUX Tpaauuui. OHu
A€MOHCTPHUPYIOT, KaK PYCCKHU SI3bIK CTAHOBUTCSl MHCTPYMEHTOM CaMOBBIP@KEHHS U
KyJIBTYPHOTIO CHHTe3a.

[lsiroe — kHura o BhinyckHHKax L{eHTpa, rj1e OHU AeNATCS MCTOPHSIMH CBOETO
M3YYeHHMsI PyCCKOrO si3biKa W JIOCTHXKEHMsIMM OJlarofapsi eMy B IpenojaBaHuH,
HayKe, IMIIOMaTHH, Gu3Hece U KybType. 3a Kask /10l MCTOpHeli — peanbHas KU3Hb:
OT MEpBBIX IIArOB 10 POl ambaccazopoB pycckoil KyiasTypsl B Muauu. Dti
MIOBECTBOBAHMS YKPEIUIAIOT CBA3M HAa YPOBHE HJEH, TMPOEKTOB M YEIOBEYECKHUX
cyned.

Ot umenu Pycckoro soma B Hbto-/lenu s Gnarogapio Bcex, KTO CTOMT 3a
STUMH M3JIaHUSIMU: TIpenoasareJieii, uceyeoBarelnei, IepeBoAYMKOB, CTYAEHTOB 1
SHTY3UacTOB. Bel — cepjuie pyccko-unauiickoro auainora. Bel — Gyayliee Hawmx
OTHOIIEHUIA.

[TycTb 5T NATH MyGIMKALKii CTaHyT He IPOCTO KHATaMH, @ HOBBIMH [JIaBaMH

B MCTOpHH ApY)Obl Mexay Poccueit n Mnaueit — sipkiMH, )UBBIMH U BEYHBIMH.

PyxoBoznuresns Pycckoro jjoma E.C. Pemuzona



Critic, Issue no 24 (jii) / 11

(v). Message from the Director, Russian House, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Dr Andrey Potemkin

IN KUALA LUMPUR

Highly Esteemed Professor Kiran Singh Verma,

Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the Russian Centre for Science and Culture in Kuala Lumpur (Russian House in
Malaysia) and on my own behalf, 1 extend my heartfelt congratulations on the momentous
occasion of the 60th Diamond Jubilee of the Centre of Russian Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru

University!

The Centre of Russian Studies (CRS) is rightly considered one of the oldest and most
authoritative centres of Russian Studies in Asia. For six decades, you have fulfilled a vital

mission, becoming a true "bridge between the cultures" of Russia and India.

We highly appreciate your contribution to the development of humanitarian ties, academic
mobility, and professional translation. We especially want to note the significance
of the International Conference, "India and Russia: Building Bridges between Societies
through Language, Literature, Translation and Culture,” which will serve

as the culmination of your anniversary celebration.

‘We wish you and your team continued prosperity, new remarkable scientific achievements,

and successful realization of all planned projects!
With profound respect and hope for fruitful cooperation,
Sd/-

Andrey Potemkin, Ph.D

Director, Russian Centre for Science and Culture (Russian House) in Kuala Lumpur
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(vi). Message from the Chairperson, CRS, SLL&CS, JNU

Prof Kiran Singh Verma

STATERAT AT [aRataeaTerd
Jawaharlal Nehru University
I 3T e,
Centre of Russian Studies
AT IR 3R FPh AT T - ¢
School of Language, Literature & Culture Studies — 1
Phone: +91-11-26704235, +91-11-26704237, Email: chair_crs@jnu.ac.in

From the Chairperson:

Reflections on the Di d Jubilee Celebrations

Tn 2025, as the Centre of Russian Studies (CRS) at Jawaharlal Nehru University celebrates its Diamond
Jubilee, India and Russia mark over scven decades of enduring friendship. This partnership, rooted in shared
values of cooperation and cultural exchange, continues to flourish through education, literature, translation,
and research, reflecting a deep and time-tested bond between the two nations.

Founded on 14 November, 1965 as the Institute of Russian Studies at IIT Delhi by India’s Education
Minister M. C. Chagla and USSR Minister Prof. V. P. Yelutin, the Centre was established to meet the
growing demand for Russian language experts amid strengthening Indo-Russian relations. In 1969, it
became part of Jawaharlal Nehru University, acquiring its current name and becoming the university’s
oldest Centre. For six decades, CRS has remained India’s premier institution for Russian language,
literature, culture and translation, with alumni serving across government ministries, academia, and the
public and private sectors in India and the CIS countries.

To commemorate 60 years of academic excellence, CRS proudly presents Critic Series No. 24, an
anthology of four distinct volumes that reflect the Centre’s scholarly and creative breadth.

e Special Issue of Critic No. 24 (i) features original research articles in Russian language.
literature, and culture.

e Special Issue of Critic No. 24 (ii) showcascs translated rescarch papers and articles,
underscoring CRS’s commitment to cross-cultural academic exchange.

o Special Issue of Critic No. 24 (iii) is dedicated to literary translations, highlighting creative
engagement with Russian texts.

e Complementing these is the CRS Edited Book, Creative Writings in Russian, a collection of
original literary compositions by students and faculty, celcbrating the Centre’s vibrant creative
spirit.

These publications are released in conjunction with the International Conference on the theme “India and
Russia: Building Bridges between Societies through Language, Literature, Translation and Culture,” held
from 12—14 November 2025. Organized by CRS in collaboration with ICSSR, Russkiy Mir Foundation,
the Embassy of the Russian Federation in India, Russian House, Institute of Literary Translation (Moscow),
Synergy University, Sberbank, Pushkin State Institute of Russian Language (Moscow), and VK Global
Publication, the conference brings together over 400 scholars, philologists, translators, and Indologists from
India, Russia, Europe, and Asia. CRS is also bringing out the Abstract Book of the International Conference.
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As part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations, CRS has hosted a vibrant Cultural Programme as “Week of
Russian Culture" featured a Russian Olympiad, painting competition, poetry recitation, and performances
of Russian songs and dances showcased the creative and linguistic talents of students and the cultural
harmony between India and Russia. A special interactive event, “Telemost,” engaged participants in a
BRICS-themed quiz, fostered intellectual exchange and cross-cultural understanding.

Additionally, Diamond Jubilee celebrations also include a Professional Development Course in Russian
Language, Literature and Culture from 3-14 November, 2025 being organised in collaboration with Minin
University (Nizhny Novgorod, Russia) to provide participants with an opportunity for academic
enrichment, exchange of ideas and professional development. The course includes lectures on modern
media, didactic use of advertisements, cultural history of Nizhny Novgorod, synthesis of arts in language
teaching, and film and theatre adaptations in foreign classrooms.

The celebrations conclude with the Alumni Meet, “CRS through 60 Years,” on 15 November, 2025 at the
Convention Centre, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. We are also publishing an Alumni Book titled
CRS Through the Years: 1965-2025.

We extend gratitude to the Vice-Chancellor of JNU, Dean, SLL&CS, Embassy of Russian Federation in
India, Russian House, New Delhi, Russkiy Mir Foundation, ICSSR, Institute of Literary Translation, TV
BRICS, Synergy University, Sberbank for their support in organising the programmes. Special thanks to
the organising committees and the enthusiastic contributions of students, scholars, and faculty whose
dedication and creativity have shaped this year’s Critic publications into a true reflection of CRS’s legacy
and future.

We feel heartfelt gratitude for the level of initiative and dedication demonstrated by each and every member
of the organising committees as well as the vibrant enthusiasm of the students, scholars, teachers and alumni
that filled the various gmail inboxes with their contributions across the different Critic publications
embodying a true reflection of CRS’s legacy and future.

AL %
4
Prof Kiran Singh Verma
Chairperson

Centre of Russian Studies
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(vii) Editors’ Note

The Journal ‘CRITIC’ was established in 1971 and is being published by Centre of
Russian Studies (CRS), Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India. The first edition
was typed on typewriter and printed by offset method. Today ‘Critic’ has become a
regular annual publication of our Centre. The journal investigates into the new horizons,
various interpretations, new ideas, reviews, Russian texts in translation etc. in Russian
studies from ancient period to the present day. The objective of the journal is to manifest
the critical, as well as appreciable approach on various perspectives of Russian studies
worldwide today. The journal is an effort to encourage and motivate the study of Russian
language, literature, culture in original, as well as through translation among the scholars
and philologists.

This special issue of CRITIC marks a moment of reflection and celebration as the Centre
of Russian Studies completes sixty years of its establishment. Since its founding, the
Centre has remained a pioneering institution in India for the study of Russian language,
literature, and culture. Over the decades, it has built a bridge between two rich literary

traditions, Russian and Indian, through teaching, research, and translation.

The Diamond Jubilee issue, dedicated to Translation of Literary Works, pays tribute to
this enduring academic and cultural dialogue. Translation has always been at the heart
of the Centre's spirit. Through this special edition, we honour that tradition by presenting
a collection of Russian literary works translated into Hindi and English. Each translation
included here is more than a linguistic exercise; it is an act of cultural preservation,

empathy, and artistic exchange.

As we celebrate six decades of scholarly pursuit and cross-cultural engagement, this
issue stands as both a commemoration of our journey and a reaffirmation of our

commitment to deepening the understanding of Russian thought and creativity in India.

The Translation of Konstantin Paustovsky’s story *“ 7he Little Steel Ring” from Russian
to English is a touching tale about a little girl, Varyosha, and her grandfather Kuzma,
who live in the village of Mokhovoye, on the edge of the forest. The story reflects themes
of hope, faith in small wonders, and the deep bond between humans, nature and
homeland. In V. M. Garshin’s “The Traveller Frog”, which has been translated from
Russian to English the focus is on a frog who lives in a swamp and dreams of fleeing it
after listening to the migrating ducks talk about the warm and plentiful South. This story
explicitly illustrates the follies of human nature, which include the elevated sense of self,
the thirst for recognition, and the foolish overreach of wisdom supplanted by arrogance.
The Translation of Anna Mire’s story “Rambellino” from Russian to English is a story
about a young countess who is madly in love with an automatic man. They communicate

mentally, but she doubts his feelings and as a result he disappears. A. Mire (Alexandra
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Mikhailovna Moiseyeva 1874-1913) was a prose writer, translator of the Silver Age.
She was born in 1874 in the Voronezh province. She is the author of impressionistic
decadent stories filled with symbolism.

A short story by Lyudmila Petrushevskaya translated in Hindi “Aer by Neeraj Dhankar
This work reflects contemporary Russian life, particularly of women, and expresses the
everyday difficulties of life. “2773377 &I 7T, a story by Saltykov-Shchedrin, has been
translated by Chandan Kumar. The story exposes the deep-seated social inequalities of
Russian society by evoking the symbolic atmosphere of Christmas Eve. While the night
is typically associated with joy and holiness, it is portrayed as a tragic moment for the
poor, the hungry, and the oppressed, who have nothing to celebrate. In fact, this short
story is not a celebration of divine joy, but a vivid portrayal of the stark reality of poverty
and injustice that pervaded 19th-century Russia. «/l1oxas #eHa» is a story by Mikhail
Zoshchenko. “?g&'ﬂﬁc ge77" has been translated by Anju Rani The chosen story “The
selfish wife”, written in 1935, unfolds with his trademark humour and sharp social
commentary. At first sight, the story seems to be about a selfish woman, but it portrays
the absurdities of domestic life while gently exposing human folly and ego within
everyday relationships. Arkady Petrovich Gaidar’s story “R. V.S. ”has been translated by
Sushant Saini The story “&Rg& " focuses on the themes of frontline camaraderie and the
romance of revolutionary struggle to a younger audience. «Ceoe u yyxoe» 37 3R T
is a short story by Nadezhda Taffy, translated by Suman Prabhakar. The translated work
“379 37 s a satirical short story that ridicules human relationships, as well as
prejudices, based on dividing people into friends and strangers. Written in Teffi's typical
comic style, the work shows how easily people change their attitudes towards others to
avoid conflict, creating absurd and ridiculous situations. “A#, feeth!” and “Cat” are the
works translated by Unnati Panjikar In the story “&7%F/ 7% 5777, a theatre-lover named
Sergey Alekseevich Dybkin suffers from toothache and becomes the unwitting object of
comical attention from discerning Moscow dentists and society ladies. His ailment, trivial
as it seems, serves as a humorous mirror of social pretensions and human vanity. In the
story “faeef”; a poor boy named Alyosha wakes to find his aunt wearing a borrowed
housecoat and holding a rooted resentment over a cat and its mischief. What follows is a
subtle study of familial tension and how everyday trivialities can reveal deeper
frustrations. Ivan Bunin’s story «TémHsie anneu» has been translated by Shahil Kumar
Das. The story explores lost love and the permanence of memory. The mood of the story
is full of sadness and the realization that the past cannot be regained. The title “3fet
TP is symbolic: it reveals the hidden paths of memory and destiny, where love

remains only a shadow.

Meeta Narain has translated three of Pushkun’s beautiful poems “ 7he Flower, The Cloud
and The Echo’; from Russian into Hindi. “¥%7, &7ac7 37T FITET7” have been beautifully
translated into Hindi keeping the nuances of the original text. Narain is an exceptional
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translator, admired for her ability to preserve the soul and subtlety of the original text.
Her translations capture both the linguistic essence and the emotional undercurrents of
the work. “7he Tale of the Fisherman and the Fish” is a story by Alexander Pushkin,
translated by Sharmin Arya “ 575?? 751 #1 F&1 reflects themes of human greed,
discontent, and the consequences of unrestrained ambition. Through simple images, it
conveys universal truths about morality and human nature, making the story timeless

and relevant across cultures.

Anton Chekhov’s story “7he Death of a Clerk” has been translated by Devarchit The
story “Te FHIRT 1 Fi criticizes the evidently hierarchical nature of Russian society,
where lower workers and clerks often endure humiliating treatment and discomfort to
avoid upsetting their superiors. “New Year”is a short story by Ivan Bunin, translated by
Radha M. Meena & Shaulat Ali The story “7%7 &c7” describes a man’s feeling of
loneliness and emptiness during New Year’s celebrations. While people outside
celebrate joyfully, he is haunted by memories of lost love and the downfall of his
aristocratic background. “7he Deceptive Journalist and the Gullible Reader”, a short
satirical work by Saltykov-Shchedrin, has been translated by Aditya Barnwal. “37
SRTRETAT HK HIGH 913 ’is a story of a cunning journalist who deliberately fabricates
sensational and absurd news, fully aware that his audience will unquestioningly accept
it as truth. His counterpart, the naive reader, consumes these falsehoods with blind trust
and even defends them passionately when questioned. “dis # fefFFr” is Hindi
translation of the story “The Copper Box” by the Russian-Israeli writer Dina Rubina.
The story tells about the fate of a family, separation, difficult human relationships during
the Russian Revolution and about forgiveness. The memories told on the train show the
tragedy of the family: the mother is forced to give up the child, the revolution changes
her life, and the meeting at the end brings pain. «Kak »#asb», a short story by Aleksandr
Solzhenitsyn, has been translated by Indu Shekhar as "SGR #1 . The short
highlights the struggles of a daughter whose father was imprisoned. It is a sad and
somber story that highlights the injustices and suffering of the Soviet era, with no easy
resolution to the sadness it portrays. Anton Chekhov’s story “Student” has been
translated by Manju Rani. “/3277%7"is about a young man named Ivan who feels sad and
hopeless but finds new faith after talking with two women. The story focuses on the
notion that truth and goodness have always existed and will never fade away.

Mikhail Lermontov's poetic work “7hree Palms” have been translated into Hindi by
Saima Parveen “7 98 7§ 3 explores themes of pride, fate, and man's relationship
with nature. This translation is a collection of 3 poetries of Vasily Fedorov from the book
“The Book of Faith”. The translation has been varied out by Sonu Saini. “#7 &7 &7, w7t
®&’evokes the restless journey of the soul, walking through life, freezing the heart with
unfulfilled longing, until finally arriving at one’s own truth. Saini is a dedicated

translator and known for his many translated works.
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“T BTG, a story by Lyudmila Petrushevskaya, has been translated by Shamse Alam.
“A Mother’s Greeting” explores the multifaceted nature of motherhood, portraying it
not as an idealized construct but as a lived experience shaped by sacrifice, vulnerability
and emotional endurance. Konstantin Balmont’s Poem «/H0ulickue mpassi» has been
translated into Hindi 9-77?6?27\?7’37—?7@?77 ” by Nagendra Shreeniwas. This poem expresses
its understanding of Indian spiritual knowledge, especially — Maya, cycle of life, Indian
philosophy, rzshz, meditation, Upanishad, prayers etc. “Listen!”, a poem by Vladimir
Mayakovsky, has been translated into English by Rajkumar Yadav The poem
encapsulates the insignificance of life and the deep desire to search for a purpose through
childlike expression. TR a story by Sergey Aleksandrovich Abramoft, has been
translated by Utkarsh Dikshit The story unfolds with the main character Irina, a private
detective. This story beautifully depicts the relationship between father and daughter,
i.e., between two generations. Ivan Bunin’s story \2373'7# ZGe 5 has been translated by
Kaushal Kishore. Through satire, the story offers a symbolic portrayal of human society,
where everyone considers themselves the most sensitive, intelligent, and others inferior.
The story depicts the intertwining of true superiority and self-created illusions.

Sulabha Nandy has translated the story Crec "by the renowned Russian writer Anton
Pavlovich Chekhov into Hindi. This story was one of the Chekhov’s favourite works, in
which author beautifully depicts the mental conflict of a young woman. She expresses
her love in simple words, but instead of understanding her, the man becomes entangled
in his own complexities and rudely rejects her love. All these emotions, along with the

beauty of nature, are generously described.

Mitali Mittra and Gagan Pant have translated Alexander Sergeivich Pushkin’s “F®ici7
@#7” from his Tales of the Late Ivan Petrovich Belkin (October 20, 1830). It is a
masterful short narrative that intricately weaves irony and fate. The story follows Marya
Gavrilovna and her lover Vladimir, whose secret elopement is thwarted by a fierce
snowstorm. However, lost in the tempest, Vladimir fails to reach the church, by a twist
of fate, another man, Burmin, enters a village church lost in the storm and unknowingly
marries Marya in Vladimir’s place. Years later, Burmin returns unaware of their prior
union, until the truth is revealed. The narrative balances drama and comedy, portraying
the unpredictability and irony of life. It suggests that love and human connection
transcend logical plans and social conventions, often guided by mysterious forces

beyond control.

Pankaj Kumar Sharma has translated a collection of Russian folk tales “8?7-73? 3N
GeTeT 7 377 T @ HIST 7 “(%77(’-7'5'77 &8, and ‘WE’T&’# ’into Hindi. The tales are

translated not only to convey the plots of the original stories but also to adapt them
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culturally for an Indian readership. While preserving humor, moral lessons, and the
instructive character of Russian folklore, the Hindi versions render the narratives in a
form accessible and engaging for children. The work holds intercultural significance, as
it illustrates how traditional Russian folklore can be transmitted and reimagined within

a different linguistic and cultural context.

Anton Pavlovich Chekhovs story “&a-747 translated by Gauray Kumar reflects the inner
fear and lack of confidence of the main character of the story. Such a person can be
described as insecure or suspicious. They imagine feeling shame or criticism and resort
to unnecessary explanations. The author shows that not only women, but men too can
be overly suspicious and talkative. This story is humorous, but at the same time very
instructive. Anton Pavlovich Chekhov's short story "7i& 37 &7 8" (1888), translated by
Virendra Soren, is a brief but deeply disturbing exploration of child labor, the fragility
of the human mind in the face of exhaustion and constant stress. Written in a single day,
the story has been interpreted by modern readers as a harsh condemnation of child abuse,
portraying the protagonist's final act not as cruelty but as an inevitable turning point in

a life shattered by poverty and inhumane working conditions.

Dina Rubina's story "% &7t =711 subtitled a7 34 #7477 translated into Hindi by
Divyanshu Tiwari, was written in 2003 and first published in the first issue of Novy Mir
magazine. The stories of two married couples are told through two short scenes from the
author's perspective. The characters in both literary works are vivid, and it's easy to
understand the pain, suffering, and anguish experienced by the main male characters
after the deaths of their beloved women, which arouses deep compassion in the reader

as well as a desire to continue the dialogue with the author.

“&& [918 FT F99” translated by Ayushi Umariya is a short story by Ivan Bunin — the
first Russian to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993. His works are known for
deep emotions, beautiful language and description of nature. This story tells about a
woman remembering the farewell with her fiancé before he went to war. The cold
autumn day became a symbol of sadness, separation, and loss. The story shows feelings

of love, pain, and memory that remain forever.

Mcuxonam “&T&P” is a short story by Vasily Makarovich Shukshin, translated by
Kunwar Kant. The story focuses on a librarian with a deep interest in collecting old
books and journals. Due to his eccentric habits and socially unconventional behavior,
the villagers refer to him as a “Psychopath.” The story not only reveals the psychological
complexities of an individual but also provides a sensitive depiction of the realities of
rural life in Soviet Russia and the social attitudes prevailing therein. Samuil Yakovlevich
Marshak's story “STRE HEI" tells the story of a poor and kind stepdaughter who is sent
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by her cruel stepmother to collect snowdrops from the forest in the harsh cold of winter.
Rashmi Giri has translated Lyudmila Pitrushevskaya's story “TTI'I'g!:sc =HT” from Russian.
It tells the story of a little girl who finds a pair of magical glasses that reveal unique
worlds to her. The story offers the insight that true vision lies not in mere sight, but in
understanding and compassion. “f & B is a short story by Konstantin
Paustovsky, translated by Madhavi Rajurkar. In it, the author shares the experience of
a small village and the Kypreya plants that spread throughout its forests. The story
depicts the selfless power of nature, the protection of plants, and the sensitivity between
humans and wildlife. Vinay Kumar Ambedkar and Ujjwal Kumar Vidyarthi have
translated Ivan Sergeyevich Turgenev's story “ITAGTIE T S from Russian into
Hindi. This story is taken from the collection “A Hunter's Diary” (Zapiski Akhotnika).
In this collection of stories, the author presents Russian peasant life, especially the
serfdom, and the natural beauty of western Russia through travels to remote areas of the
city of Oryol.

Suhail Akhtar has translated Saltykov-Shchedrin's story “SiTeft SEIQR” which shows the
arrogance of Russian landowners and their dependence on the peasants. Vinay Kumar
Ambedkar, Uzma Firdous, and Shashi Shekhar have translated Alexander Sergeyevich
Pushkin's “gHH #T I, which provides a profound portrayal of greed, fate and

superstition.

Neemita Arya translated Anton Chekhov’s story “Vanka.” It tells the story of a nine-
year-old orphan who works for a shoemaker in Moscow. He writes a letter to his
grandfather on Christmas Eve and pleads to take him back to his village. The story shows
how poverty and child labor deprive children of their childhood.

The Russian folktale “&&} Tiehahe 3fuaft it TIT?IEFHT{BT anfaferr = & & SREICERY
translated by Sandeep K. Pandey. Its a story of a brave archer who captures the Firebird
and finally wins the heart of Princess Vasilisa with the help of his wise horse. Despite
several challenges he becomes a king. This poem by the famous Russian writers Sergei
Yesenin’s poem “Shagane, Oh My Shagane!” is translated by Angad. The poem reflects
Yesenin’s profound love for his homeland and nature.

The short story “fsffa Woft” by Nadezhda Lokhvitskaya, translated into Hindi by
Rajeshwar K. Dubey. The story attractively conveys about a little girl who loves her toy
lamb as if it were real. The story shows her innocence, loneliness, and how she slowly
learns that life is not always kind.

We are grateful to the scholars who contributed to this special issue dedicated to the
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the Centre of Russian Studies. This issue is a tribute to
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the generations of teachers, scholars, and students who have been shaping the Centre for
60 years.

We feel proud that Critic's special issue is devoted to the achievements and contributions
of the Centre, and we express our sincere gratitude to everyone who made it possible.
May this publication motivate generations to continue the Centre's glorious contribution

to translation studies.

Editorial Board
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Abstract: Lyudmila Petrushevskaya’s short story “Materinskii privet” (“A Mother’s
Greeting”) exemplifies the author’s distinctive narrative style, which merges stark

everyday realism with profound psychological insight. The text explores the
multifaceted nature of motherhood, portraying it not as an idealized construct but as a
lived experience shaped by sacrifice, vulnerability and emotional endurance. Central to
the story is the fragile bond between mother and child, articulated through fragmented
dialogue, sparse description, and subtle narrative tension. Petrushevskaya situates
maternal love within a broader discourse of memory, loss, and survival, thereby
challenging conventional literary representations of family and domestic life in Russian
literature. The work resonates with the author’s ongoing concern for depicting women’s
unacknowledged heroism and the silent struggles of ordinary existence. By
foregrounding the unspoken dimensions of care and longing, “A Mother’s Greeting”
contributes to contemporary discussions on gender, identity, and the aesthetics of
emotional realism.

Keywords: Lyudmila Petrushevskaya, Russian literature, Hindi, short story, motherhood
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[EaRETEC]

This work is about translating the Russian story «3aB0TNMBbIA LBETOK» ("The
Caring Flower" ) written by the Konstantin Georgiyevich Paustovsky into Hindi. The

main goal is to keep the meaning, feelings, and emotions of the original story. The story
talks about a small flower that helps other plants to and protect them during harsh cold
weather. It is a symbol of kindness, support and strength. The translation needs to be
careful while selecting words to maintain the story’s main thought and message. In this
work i tried translate the story in hindi language and make the story clear and
meaningful.

Keywords: The caring flower, Paustovsky, story, translation, literature
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Abstract: This article is dedicated to a framework in which Ivan Bunin’s short story
“Novi god” (New Year) has been translated into Hindi. Ivan Bunin, the first Russian
writer to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1933, is famous for his poetic prose, deep
emotional insight, and realistic descriptions. His writing often deals with themes such as
lost love, loneliness, exile, and the decline of the Russian aristocracy. Bunin is unique
in world literature for his skill in capturing the fading beauty of a bygone era with
philosophical depth and lyrical elegance. His works are important globally because they
portray universal human emotions with sensitivity and grace. The story “Novi God”
describes a man’s feeling of loneliness and emptiness during New Year’s celebrations.
While people outside celebrate joyfully, he is haunted by memories of lost love and the
downfall of his aristocratic background. The themes include isolation, memory, social
decline, and hidden sorrow behind festive cheer. Translating this story into Hindi is
valuable for Indian readers but challenging due to its subtle tone and cultural nuances.
This article aims to broaden Hindi readers’ exposure to world literature and emphasize
the importance of preserving emotional depth in translations.

Keyword: Bunin, Novi god, Literary translation, Cultural adaptation, Linguistic
challenges
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Abstract: The present translation is a collection of Russian folk tales—The Fox and the
Hare, Ali Baba, Father Frost, The Tar-Bull, and The Brave Tailor. The compilation is
designed not only to convey the plots of the original stories but also to adapt them
culturally for an Indian readership. While preserving humor, moral lessons, and the
instructive character of Russian folklore, the Hindi versions render the narratives in a
form accessible and engaging for children. The work holds intercultural significance, as
it illustrates how traditional Russian folklore can be transmitted and reimagined within

a different linguistic and cultural context.
Key words: The Fox and the Hare, Ali Baba, Father Frost, The Tar-Bull, and The Brave
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Abstract: The Tale of the Fisherman and the Fish by Alexander Pushkin is a poetic
narrative that combines simplicity of folk storytelling with deep moral reflection. The

story revolves around an old fisherman who catches a golden fish. The fish begs for
freedom and promises to fulfill any wish in return. Initially, the fisherman is modest and
asks for nothing, but his greedy wife compels him to demand more: from a new tub , to
a grand house, to becoming queen, and ultimately to aspiring for control over the sea
itself. Each wish is granted until the wife’s excessive desire leads to the loss of
everything, returning them to their original poverty.

This fairy tale reflects themes of human greed, discontent, and the consequences of
unrestrained ambition. Through simple images, Pushkin conveys universal truths about
morality and human nature, making the story timeless and relevant across cultures.

Keywords: Greed, Discontent, Ambition, Morality, Consequences.
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Abstract: In the satirical tale The Wild Landowner, M. E. Saltykov-Shchedrin exposes
the parasitic nature of the Russian gentry and their utter dependence on peasant labor.
The protagonist, a foolish landowner, wishes to be rid of peasants, believing they
interfere with his idle life. God grants his wish, and the peasants vanish. At first the
landowner rejoices at the pure air and dreams of theaters, cards, and orchards. Soon,
however, it becomes clear that without peasants there is no food, no household, no taxes,
and no survival. Deprived of support, the landowner degenerates into a semi-wild beast.
The peasants’ eventual return restores order, underscoring the author’s idea that the
people form the foundation of life and state, while aristocratic arrogance and parasitism
are doomed. Shchedrin’s satire blends grotesque, irony, and fairy-tale motifs to reveal
social inequality and the futility of the landowning class.
Keywords: M. E. Saltykov-Shchedrin, 19" century Russian Literature, Satire,
Translation
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ABSTRACT: Alexander Pushkin’s “The Blizzard,” from his Tales of the Late Ivan
Petrovich Belkin (October 20, 1830), is a masterful short narrative that intricately
weaves irony and fate. The story follows Marya Gavrilovna and her lover Vladimir,
whose secret elopement is thwarted by a fierce snowstorm. However, lost in the tempest,
Vladimir fails to reach the church, By a twist of fate, another man, Burmin, enters a
village church lost in the storm and unknowingly marries Marya in Vladimir's place.
Years later, Burmin returns unaware of their prior union, until the truth is revealed. The
narrative balances drama and comedy, portraying the unpredictability and irony of life.
"The Blizzard" suggests that love and human connection transcend logical plans and
social conventions, often guided by mysterious forces beyond control.

Keywords: The Blizzard, Alexander Pushkin, Russian literature,
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Published in Evgeny Zamyatin. Works. Moscow, 1988, pp. 490—493.
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Abstract: Cold Autumn is a short story by Ivan Bunin. It tells about a woman
remembering the farewell with her fiancé before he went to war. The cold autumn day
became a symbol of sadness, separation, and loss. The story shows feelings of love, pain,
and memory that remain forever.

Keywords: love, fiancé, farewell, war, separation, loss, memory, autumn.
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Abstract: Anton Pavlovich Chekhov’s Sleepy (1888) is a brief yet profoundly disturbing
exploration of child labour, exhaustion, and the fragility of the human mind under
relentless strain. Written in a single day while Chekhov was primarily occupied with his
novella The Steppe, the story was later revised for inclusion in the collection Gloomy
People, with repetitive descriptions condensed and a final sentence added.

The narrative center on Varka, a 13-year-old orphan servant, whose days are consumed
by ceaseless chores and nights by rocking her employer’s crying baby. Starved of rest
and haunted by memories of her father’s death, she drifts between reality and dreamlike
hallucinations. In a haze of physical agony and mental collapse, she perceives the infant
as the sole barrier to sleep. Acting in a state of delirium, she kills the child and instantly
falls into a deep slumber.

Contemporary responses to Sleepy were divided: some critics questioned its plausibility,
while figures like Tolstoy praised it as a masterpiece of precision and empathy. Modern
readings see it as a stark condemnation of the exploitation of children, with Varka’s final
act portrayed not as cruelty, but as the inevitable breaking point of a life crushed by
poverty and inhuman working conditions.

Keywords: Child labour, Exhaustion, Hallucinations, Exploitation, Breaking point
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Abstract: Dina Rubina was born in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, in 1953. She is a well known
modern Russian-Israeli writer. She began her literary profession in the Soviet Union,
and then immigrated to Israel in the early 1990s. Her works often touch the themes of
migration, identity, cultural differences and the complexity of human relationships. Her
main topics are Jewish and Israeli history, migration as well as the interaction of Israeli
and Russian Jewish cultures and languages. Her story “Takan gonras xu3Hb [1se
NCTOPUN NHOBBU™ has been translated in this article.

Keywords: Translation, Story, Takaa fonraa }usHb [ige ucropmm nobsu,
Dina Rubina, Hindi, Russian.
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foraeft s formr
STTfer wiferan seatir, foeedt
LiERETISE ]
Abstract: In this given work, 42 lines of Mikhail Yuryevich Lermontov's poem “Three
Palms” have been translated into Hindi. It was written in 1838 and published a year
earlier, in 1839, in the journal “Otechestvennye Zapiski”. It explores themes of pride,
fate, and man's relationship with nature. The main idea is that people should appreciate
the gifts of nature and not complain about their fate. The genre of Lermontov's poem
“Three Palms” is a ballad, written in the spirit of romanticism. The external world of the
desert is presented in complete harmony: palm trees grow in an oasis, and between them
a spring breaks through “like a cold wave.” However, the characters are not ready to
accept the uniformity of existence, and this internal conflict reveals their romantic
features. While translating the poem, some translation techniques are used, for example
in 1st stanza there are six lines in original poem but when I translated it in Hindi, I found
the four perfect translated lines, means here translation of source language may be differ
in target language.
Keywords: “Three Palms”, Ballad, Romanticism, Mikhail Yuryevich Lermontov.
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Cruxu MNywkuHa
(BANAHWE Ha MEHSA)

AHHoTaumA: OCHOBOMOJIOXKHUK PYCCKOrO NNTEPATYpPHOro A3bIKa,
AnekcaHap Cepreesud MyLWwKKH 6bla1 3BECTEH BCEMY MUPY. XOTA OH
HanMcan BO BCEX INTEPATYPHbIX GOpMax, HO ero NO33nA 3aHUMaeT
ocoboe mecto B ero TBopyectBe. OHa W306parkaeT BCAKUE
KM3HEHHbIE XapaKTEPUCTUKM U ABNAIOTCA CyOEKTOM Mccaea0BaHuA.
OHKM NONHbI KPAcOTON MWMPA, FTOBOPAT O PEaNbHOCTU XKU3HU, O
4Ye/IoOBEYECKOM MOBEAEHMU, O PaJOCTM U nedanu! MoaTomy OHM
ABNAOTCA BAN3KMMM BCEM - K AETAM U K B3pOoc/biM. [epeBoamTb ero
paboTbl — 3TO Henerkoe Aeno, Tak Kak HaZo nepepatb CMbICA
MaKCMManbHO 6/IM3KO K OPUrMHANY B NPaBUIbHON U TOUHOM popme.
CTaTbA COAEPKUT NEPEBOS, TPEX M3 ero KPACKBbLIX CTUXOTBOPEHUM —
LiseToK, Ty4a 1 X0, C pyCCKOro Ha XMHAMN, KOTOPbIE CUNbHO BANAK
Ha aBTopa M bOblnM nepeBefeHbl C YAOBO/BCTBbIO, TaK KakK
nepesog4vecKas AeATesibHOCTb cban3nna asTopa K NoaTy. ITa camasn
rnaBHaa 4yecTb K [lyWKMHY, HanoMWHaa 225 neT co AHA ero
POXAEHUA.

KnioueBble cnoBa: OCHOBOMOJIOXKHUK, YeN0BEeYECKOe noBeaeHue,
YKM3HEHHbIM, NepeBoaYeCcKan AeATeNbHOCTb, c6n3nTb

Abstract: Alexander Sergeevich Pushkin - the founder of the Russian literary language,
is a known figure throughout the world. Although he was a master of all literary forms,
but his poetry occupies a special place in his works. His poetry depicts the beauty and
philosophy of life and is a subject of research. Translating his works is not so easy, as it
is necessary to convey the deep meaning, keeping it as close to the original as possible
in the correct and precise form. The given article acquaints the readers with the
translations of three of his beautiful poems — The Flower, The Cloud and The Echo, from
Russian into Hindi, which greatly influenced the author. They were translated with deep
interest and pleasure, as the translation process brought the author closer to
understanding the insight of the poet. This is the greatest tribute given to Pushkin,
remembering him on completion of his 225 years.

Key words: founder, human behavior, literary forms, translation activity, insight, tribute
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CtuxotBopeHue LIBeToK - 3T0 cTMxOoTBOpEeHMe Hbl1I0 HAaNUCcaHo
MyWwKnHbIM B 1828 rogy. OHO punocodcKoe, KaxKablih CTPOYEK,
KOTOPOro 3acTaBAsAET YnTaTens 3ayMaTbCA O CMbIC/IE KU3HM,
0 TOM, Y4TO HaLLA KM3Hb KOHEYHA, U HaM HaZ40 HANOMHUTb YTO
BCE NpPEeKpaCcHoe, YTO Mbl BUAUM B KU3HWU, PaHO UAM NO34HO
ncyesaet. MywKMH yTouyHAET TOT GAKT, KaK BaXHO LEHWUTb
Ka*KObI MOMEHT KM3HM, NMOKA OHa eCTb, pPajoBaTbCA ee
KpacoTe, Ntobutb ntogen n Becb Mup. Yutaa CTUXOTBOPEHME,

Mbl MOHUMMaeM YTO KaK UBETOK yBAAaeT U TepAeT CBOIo
KpacoTy, TakK U 4yesioBeK CTapeeT U yMMUpPaeT, N0O3TOMY TaKoe

CTUXOTBOPEHME BCeraa byaeTt akTyabHO!
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CtnxorsopeHue 3xo0, HanmcaHo B 1831 rogy. OHO nonHo
pasoyapoBaHMeM No3Ta WU ero Hegosepue B XKU3HWU. OHO
TaKXKe MNoKa3blBaeT, YTo A06pbln M chnpaBeanBbIA ro0C
NnoaTa, COBCEM HEC/IbILLUHbINI, @ ero C10Ba, N0A06HO 3XY, TO/IbKO
OTpaKkalT NycToTbl.

Jxo

e 98 forelt e 1 RIS
ST & T H,
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CtnxotsopeHue Ty4ya, HanmcaHo B 1835 rogy. OHO roBOpPUTCA O
npupoge - o bype, rpose 1 NpocseTNeHnn nocne atoro. Tyya B
CTUXOTBOPEHMM — 3TO HE MPOCTOE NPUPOAHOE ABJIEHME, HO OHO
ABNAETCA CMMBOJIOM TPEBOrM, MNeYyanm W UCMbITAaHUA —
AB/SIEHUA, KOTOPbIE CaM YE€N0BEK UCMbITbIBAET B CBOEN KU3HMU.
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Tak ctmxm MNywKMHa NPOAOMKAOT NPUBAEKATb YnTaTenen no
BCEMY MUPY, Aa*Ke cnycTa 6onee HECKOIbKMX CTONIeTUI Nocne

ero cmepTu. XoTA OH MPOXKWUA BCEro 37 NIET, HO OCTABM/I HaM
reHnanbHoe TBOpPYECKOe Hacnegme, KOTOPOE  MOXKHO
0O6BACHWUTb, KaK Mbl  BMAWM, COYETAHUEM  MHOTMUX
YHUBEpPCaNbHbIX GAKTOPOB M CamMoe [NaBHOE Tem, YTO OHWU
ABNAIOTCA AKTya/libHbIMW U cerogHsa. B pencrtBuTenbHOCTH,
MbICcn 1 aena MNywkuHa byayT K1UTb BEYHO Ha Bcerpa!

Hksk

NutepaTtypa
1.https://www.culture.ru/literature/poems/author-
aleksandr-pushkin/tag-o-prirode parta obpauweHuna:7.8.2025
2.https://www.culture.ru/literature/poems/author-
aleksandr-pushkin/tag-o-zhizni naTta o6paueHunn:8.8.2025
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INDIA
Abstract: The story “India” by Victor Astafyev is one of the most beautiful literary
pieces from the series of War prose. Narrating the story of a young girl, Sasha, whose
discovery of a wrapper with a picture of India adds colour to her dull, and eventually
difficult life. She endures all the hardship and pain with a smile during the gruesome
Second World War, holding onto the imaginary world of India till her last breath.
The age-old romantic image of India, as a fairyland, has been very beautifully
represented in this work.
Keywords: wrapper, India, war, soldier, reminiscence

Once, in the city of Kanavinsk, where Sasha Krayushkina was born and raised, a
fire broke out. The largest store in the city, which had recently emerged with a
new, trendy name, “Department Store”, was destroyed by fire.

For four days, the policemen did not allow anyone to enter the fire site except for
the city investigator and a prosecutor, the person summoned for special and
important cases, as claimed by the residents of Kanavinsk. On the fourth night,
it rained, washing away the grey ashes and soot from the fire site, revealing the
burnt pieces of wood, with the smell of a Russian banya .’

Soon, the area where the Kanavinsk Department Store was situated turned into
a chilly, dilapidated place and all the onlookers immediately lost interest in it.
The police stopped guarding the site of the fire, and the investigator and
prosecutor for special and important cases withdrew to their respective offices to
ponder over the matter-was it malice, or mere accident?

As soon as the city gawkers and law-abiding policemen disappeared from the site
of the fire, a group of children from Kanavinsk descended there like a flock of
rooks.

They excitedly rummaged through the dark and mysterious ruins, extracting
miscellaneous goods from the rich depths of the charred Department store: a
padlock without a key, a snow maiden, a door bracket, and some other object,
transformed beyond recognition due to the fire. Thereafter, all the children

7 Traditional bathhouse
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gathered in a group and wondered in their own manner what was it and what
purpose these objects served in its original form. The issues were not always
resolved by consensus, and in such cases they settled the disputes and ascertained
the truth, adopting the ancient method of humans, in other words, by fighting.

With each day, an increasing number of children assembled at the ruins.

Goods hidden in the dark, remote depths started diminishing. Discovering them
became increasingly exciting and thrilling. The boys from the barracks, who were
more accustomed to living in groups than children from independent homes, formed
spontaneous teams and worked together. And it should be noted that luck

more often favoured the teams than lone prospectors. Accordingly, one team,
consisting entirely of the Krayushkin brothers, dug up a half-pound lump of

chocolate candies. An indescribably overwhelming feeling took over the hard-working
lads at

the sight of such a rare find.

This discovery enhanced the boys' strength and determination manifold to keep
going and continue their work and search.

None of the girls was allowed to participate in the excavations, except Sasha
Krayushkina. Sasha was given the tacit permission to dig at a distance, in a corner
of the burnt-out area, though without any hope of success. Sasha was granted this
privilege for the simple reason that her dynamic and strong-willed five brothers,
who were very attached to their only sister, were digging in the ruins. Where they
went, she used to always accompany them. Good at maintaining secrets, she had
become an integral part of the boys' group, and it was unimaginable for the
brothers to leave her behind, especially during such an exciting and serious
mission, like excavating the fire site.

Sasha always knew her place in this world, strictly adhering to the demands of
the

brothers — men — and when she was assigned a place for excavation in a remote

and secluded location, she dug there without violating the distance.

During the excavation, Sasha found only one button, on which, following a
considerable effort to bring out its radiance, a star was revealed. Sasha considered
this discovery to be a sheer stroke of luck.

After all, the area of her excavations was off-site. She was never tired of rejoicing
at the discoveries and successes of her brothers. The brothers brought shovels
from home and conducted a thorough and extensive search. The Krayushkin
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brothers had already brought quite a few valuable items to their barn, including
an iron bed folded back-to-back.

By the way, the brothers divided the chocolate candies fairly among the
prospectors. They cut off one half with a shovel and gave it to the boys who were
eager to try their luck on the ruins. The other half of the chocolate lump was
taken home, and the entire Krayushkin family ate chocolate candy for several
days, having a bite of it with bread. The hard-working Krayushkin family had
never had chocolate candies in their house, so the father and mother were gushing
about their boys' good fate ; however reminded the older ones, who were already
in school, not to ignore their lessons, and to prevent their clothes, as much as
possible, from getting damaged or stained .

Days, weeks, and a month passed by, and the army of searchers dropped. They
dug to the ground, turned over the burnt pieces of wood, bricks, and ashes, and
depleted the deposits to the extent that they started losing interest in their work.
The scattered and dilapidated ruins of the destroyed Department store, with
overgrown grass at the edges, were now filled with joyful cries of the children.

Gradually, the voices of the boys at the burnt site fell silent, the conversations
among the adults stalled, and the incident that had excited the residents of
Kanavinsk faded from their memory. Such a fleeting memory of the town's
residents was explained by the fact that a new department store was being built
to replace the one that had burned down, and — as the residents of Kanavinsk
rightly claimed — it was considerably larger. The store was erected from bricks,
with three square columns at the entrance, and resembled the ‘Palace of Culture’.

The Krayushkin brothers were the last to give up their search. Now, they
occasionally visited the ruins, not for personal gain, but to play the detective and
thief game. Sasha, though, could not get enough of this sad place, and still
frequented it, not so much to rummage around as to feel the silence, with its
bitter, acrid smell of burnt log, along with the rustle of crumbling lumps of earth,
quinoa seeds, wormwood, and squeak of mice from underground.

Life had not died out completely here; it merely hid itself in the ruins and was
slowly awakening from a stifling, suffocating sleep. The girl listened to this
cautiously awakening life, and thought wistfully about something of her own,
grieving as she huddled behind a black log. At times, even tears would well up
in the girl's eyes, her quiet soul shrinking in grief, and it seemed to her as if she
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had thorns within her, similar to those on a living tree with sticky drops of resin,
sliding down.

Sasha returned home all exhausted and silent, and everyone in the noisy, bustling
Krayushkin household was amazed by her growing docility and kindness, which
added to her already gentle nature.

Meanwhile, the burnt site was becoming densely populated with white poplar,
thistle, and burdock, and two pink fireweed rockets—an eternal feature of such
places—were traced there lately. The weeds and thick thistles, filled with cones
and fluff, were trespassed by dogs, cats, and goats, obstinate city goats with
shamanic eyes.

In autumn, when the hillock, where the Department store once stood, was
completely overgrown with weeds, a tractor came, crushing the vegetation,
pulling out and dragging away the burnt logs with a loop of steel cable, exposing
the naked mice and sluggish wriggling lizards that had been hiding for the winter
in the dry burnt pieces of wood.

Sasha rushed to the site of the fire and, as soon as she ran up to it, she at once
saw an old bird's nest covered with earth under one of the uprooted logs, and
lying next to it was something wrapped in paper. She jumped into the hole,
grabbed the wrapper, and was about to shout like a boy, ‘It's mine!” but instead,
she just froze with her mouth open in shock.

From a shiny, crunchy, miraculously preserved wrapper, a blue-eyed, handsome
man in a yellow turban and red cloak was looking at Sasha. Behind his back were
green palms with yellow trunks and branches well spread out, and somewhere
between them, a yellow moustachioed tiger, similar to Krayushkin’s domestic
cat Murash, was sneaking around.

-‘India!” -whispered the girl, looking at the picture and sniffing the wrapper. It
gave off such a strong aroma that it hit Sasha's nose like a stream of fragrance,
and the girl gasped for breath. Sasha held the wrapper close to her chest, then
closed her eyes in delight, and, now completely convinced that this is how a
distant, mysterious country should smell, she repeatedly exclaimed: ‘India!” And
then she ran home as fast as she could, shouting from the gate: ‘Mum! Dad!
Guys! I found India!

Inside the milky-white wrapper was a small bar of raspberry-coloured toilet soap.
Sasha's mother kept this soap locked in a chest and gave it to the children
exclusively during the festivals and on school examination days, for bathing.
Sasha kept the soap wrapper for herself, and she could not think of a more
pleasant pastime than looking at the picture of the prince, palm trees, and the
tiger. And each time the girl found something new in the picture: a star on the
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prince's turban, a bird, or a nut in the branches of a palm tree. When all the objects
in the picture had been found and scrutinized, and even the letters had been
memorised by their shape, the girl, not yet knowing the alphabet, read briskly:
‘MEYLYO,’ she began to construct and imagine the objects, those trees, those
birds, and animals, which, as per her imagination, lived in the fairy land of India.
Sasha was unable to recall later why India came to her mind when she saw the
picture on the wrapper of the soap. Perhaps she had heard something about this
country from her elder brothers, who at times read books aloud; or it was
something she had seen in the movies, her brothers had taken her for a couple of
times, and that had stuck in her memory; or perhaps she, who was prone to
daydreaming, had dreamt of something fairy-tale-like with the word India in it.
Sasha grew up and started attending school. Once, there was a discussion on
India in the school, first in Geography class, and then in History class. But
strangely enough, the bookish knowledge of India that she was compelled to
engage with in the class was of little interest to Sasha, and seemed to have nothing
in common with the wonderful country that she had discovered for herself and
cherished in her heart.

After seventh grade, the Krayushkin parents made arrangements for Sasha to
enroll as a student at the City Communications Centre. During that time, the
brothers brought a rusty bed from the barn, which they had found in the fire site,
and placed it at the corner of the middle, large room. The bed did not stand on its
own, so the brothers tied it together with copper wire, much like bandages on a
sick person. Their father painted the bed blue, adding white stripes on the back,
like on a barrier. Sasha put a rhombus-shaped rug over the bed, made by her,
covered with multi-coloured rags. She made the bed in a tidy, rather in a little
coquettish manner, with a flannel blanket and a sheet with lacework. She fixed a
picture of India above the headboard with nails. Then, she continued leading her
life.

In due course, Sasha was chosen from among the students for the job of a
telephone operator. She began to earn, and in no time, the solidity and strictness
of an independent person started reflecting in her personality. Sasha's elder
brother, who worked at a rolling mill, once recognised her voice on the telephone
and imprudently exclaimed with joy: "Hello! Shurka®‘ Sasha cut him short,
stating in a clear and stern voice, 'There is no Shurka here! This is Number Five

listening!"

8 Shurka and Sasha are the variants of the same name, Alexandra
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For the May Day festival, Sasha got her hair curled at the hairdresser's, and at
first glance, her brothers were unable to recognize their little sister, who always
had a boy cut, with straight, light-coloured bangs. They teased her, but at the
same time, felt a kind of reverence for Sasha, which they themselves failed to
understand, and this somehow created a distance in their relationship.

And then came to light, another significant change in her life: a technician from
the District Communications centre started courting Sasha. He was a man of
stature, well-read and cultured. The mother began to quilt a double blanket, satin,
with a silk cover, while Sasha, in her spare time, sewed window curtains and two
new dresses for herself: one with yellow flowers, the other in deep sky blue. She
put it all in a suitcase, which she had recently bought at the new Department
store with columns.

The brothers realized that Sasha would not be living Krayushkins’ spacious hut
for long; the communications technician would take her away to a different
place, but they still refused to believe it and couldn't imagine their little sister
residing in some other home. They felt as if they were being robbed in broad
daylight, and there was nothing they could do to defend themselves. They
masked their feelings of resentment and helplessness with various sarcastic jokes
and hints, which greatly embarrassed and confused Sasha.

Neither the mother was able to finish quilting the beautiful blanket for the
wedding, nor did Sasha get married, since soon, the war with the Nazis broke
out in the summer. Sasha's three older brothers, and soon after that, the
communications technician, left for the war front to fight the enemy of our land.
The massive war went on for a long period, and it was not without bloodshed.
There was a demand for more personnel at the war front, and a year after the
commencement of the war, Sasha was deployed to the frontline.

Following their older brother’s footsteps, the two younger brothers of Sasha also
left their home to join the battle: one as a tanker, the other as an anti-aircraft
gunner. Sasha was the last to leave home. Her mother and father were the only
people left in the spacious house, which was now all quiet and deserted. Realizing
how difficult it would be to live in such an empty, silent house, Sasha advised
her father and mother to let a family of evacuees stay with them, so as to prevent
themselves from being overtaken by pain.

During the war, Sasha was compelled to work as per her speciality —signal
operator. She did a good job and always made an effort to promptly carry out the
orders of her commanders and senior officers. Whenever the connection got
disrupted, Sasha used to get more worried than the commander of the artillery
battery to which she was attached. She was awarded two medals and was
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promised an Order for her good combat work and repeated restoration of
communications during strikes.

Sasha was small in stature, quick and nimble in her work. She cut her hair short,
wore a tunic and trousers for work, believing that trousers were somehow more
practical and comfortable than a skirt, when working in combat, surrounded by
males.

Meantime, Sasha's fiancé, the technician from the District Communications
centre, and one of her brothers, were killed, while two of her three older brothers
went missing at the beginning of the war, and beyond doubt, were suffering in
captivity.

On receiving the sad news and experiencing the hardships of life at the front, the
introspective and reserved Sasha became completely silent, even stern. She
resolutely put the military boys in their place when they tried to get her to talk,
to gain insight into her deepest thoughts, to court her. Only occasionally, during
rare moments of respite from the front, did the battery commander notice a soft
expression on the stern signal operator's face and a warm, enduring smile in her
pensive eyes, and it seemed to him that the girl was not at the front or at her post
at that moment, but somewhere far, far away. The battalion commander,
who loved and sympathized with the signal operator like a father, once
cautiously enquired why she was smiling and what she was dreaming of.

To that, the girl enthusiastically responded— I, Comrade Captain, Alexei
Vasilyevich, am thinking of India.

Her reply confused the battalion commander and even scared him a bit. He
decided not to ask Sasha any more questions, just advised her to take a break and
get some proper sleep.

There were heavy battles in winter near Kharkov, and just a few people and guns
were left in the battery where Sasha was working as a signal operator.
Nonetheless, the battery continued to fight the enemy, crushing them with shells,
for which the artillerymen still needed the communication day and night.

On one of those days, towards evening, the Nazis carried out an artillery attack
on the observation post of Sasha's battery, and a piece of shrapnel interrupted the
communications. Sasha went out onto the line laid along the only street of the
Ukrainian farm, destroyed by war and buried in snow. The entire line was
covered in snowdrifts because of a storm raging on the ground, and snow swirling
everywhere.

Sinking chest-deep into the snowdrifts, Sasha pulled the wire upwards and
gradually reached the broken point. She hung one end of the wire on a damaged
tree by the road and began to think over how to locate the other broken part. She
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was already an experienced signal operator and always traced the places where
communication lines were laid. She began digging with her hands and feet in the
snowdrift near the swaying fence and caught the other end of the wire with her
felt boot. However, she was unable to connect the broken link. The line was
squeezed by snow, and the two points of the wire could not be pulled together to
join. Sasha did not have enough strength to pull one end to the other, and in haste,
she forgot to carry a spare wire with her. The artillery barrage was close, and
Sasha rushed out of the blindage lightly dressed, in one overcoat and carrying
only a telephone set. The quilted jacket with a secret pocket, in which there was
a photograph of the communications technician, letters from parents, and a Red
Army book, was also left behind in the blindage.

The girl was freezing, and she was cursing herself for running out onto the line
so thoughtlessly, hoping to get the job fixed soon. But she still thought about it
and found a solution to get out of this situation. Sasha started hopping on one leg
first, then on the other, warming herself up, blew on her hands, and then began
to tear off a piece of barbed wire from the fallen garden fence, which had been
previously, during peacetime, been tacked to the points of picket fences,
probably, as a protection from thieves.

While she was inserting a piece of barbed wire into the gap in the telephone line,
the Nazi mortars began to hit the farm heavily. One explosion caught Sasha,
throwing her up into the air along with snowdrifts. Then she fell to the ground
and hit her stomach on something sharp. Sasha tried to crawl out from under the
snow, but the mortar shells were still falling around her, burying her deeper and
deeper with each explosion. She floundered in the snow, but she didn’t have
enough strength to dig herself out, and Sasha calmed down, became quiet, she
felt warm and peaceful, and the pain in her stomach seemed to stop.

The girl felt like yawning and falling asleep.

And, the moment Sasha’s eyes closed, she saw a black house with soot behind
the railway line on the slope of a Ural mountain, a blue bed with white stripes
like a barrier, and above the headboard, on whitewashed, hewn logs- India.

The blue-eyed handsome prince, dear to the core, in a beautiful cloak and a
yellow turban, adorned with a dazzling diamond star, was gazing at her from a
dark corner. The palm leaves were swaying behind the prince, and their cool
breeze caressed Sasha's thigh. Having been wounded, she experiences a burning
sensation, a pain, like a handful of burning coal. Her heart started beating rapidly
and intensely, and it was about to burst from the unbearable pain, burn...

An old soldier was slowly driving his cart through the ruined farmstead. Riding
by, he saw on the road a soldier's cap covered with snow. ‘If there's a soldier's
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cap, then there must be a Red Army soldier somewhere around here,’- reasoned
the cart driver. He stopped the horse and began to look around, but could not find
anything. Strangely, above the snowdrift, on a fence, hung a telephone in a
wooden box, attached to barbed wire for some reason, and its receiver dangled
in the wind. ‘If there's a telephone, then the signal operator must be somewhere
here,” decided the old soldier, and he began to dig in the snowdrift.

— Oh, my dear! — The old soldier's voice trembled as he dug the girl out of the
snow. He wiped the snow from her face with his warm hand and put a Red Army
cap on her tired, white-haired head. Then he carefully lifted her into his arms and
carried her to his cart, which was stuffed with straw. He examined the signal
operator more closely and found a large wound with blood oozing out from her
stomach under her overcoat. The soldier started working on the most urgent task
— he began to bandage the wound with his only packet, uttering the following
words of comfort:

— Never mind, it's okay, I'll give you first aid now, and then I'll take you to the
medical unit.Don't be scared, I won't abandon you. Where are you from? You're
not talking? Well, keep quiet, don’t talk, save your strength. You'll need it later...
You'll need it for the wedding. It should heal before the wedding, it must heal...

Either due to the soldier's voice, or due to the cold, the girl regained
consciousness for a minute, and then she immediately grabbed her unbuttoned
breeches and began to weakly fight back, pushing the man's hand away from her
naked body- the body of a young girl, still alive.

The soldier broke the girl's feeble resistance, without stopping the bandaging and
convincingly explaining that he, thanks to God, already have two daughters,
whom he married off to decent guys from the city of Barnaul, and therefore he
cannot look at the girl’s body in any other way, but as a father, and he cannot
have any extreme intentions or lustful thoughts in relation to her, especially in
such a dire situation of bloodshed.

Completing bandaging, the prudent old soldier poured a sip of water from his
flask into the girl’s warm mouth, breathing sporadically, and then turned away
for a second, wiping the snow from his hairy face with his mitten.

—Why so ... Why does life put people... in such difficult situations.. ?" — he
uttered, addressing the world raging with a snow storm, then removed the wet
snow from his heavy eyelashes by blinking, and blew his nose into the stiff hem
of his overcoat. The old soldier shielded himself from the wind, rolling out a
cigarette with his disobedient fingers, the size of half a battle-field newspaper,
struck a light, lit it, and then patted his horse, equally old and sad.



270 / Centre of Russian Studies, SLL&CS, INU

It was still heavily snowing, everything was covered in snow, and it was slippery,
as the horse trudged slowly through the loose snow. The snowy haze and clouds
were pierced by lines of tracer bullets, and the hurried, nervous rattling of
machine guns could be heard at intervals. From time to time, explosions could
be heard from far away or nearby. A skidding tank growled hoarsely somewhere,
like a wild animal, and the cut wires rattled and sang mournfully on swaying
telegraph poles.

The war did not cease even at such hours when, as per the earthly peacetime
norms, all living creatures fall silent, and every traveller, caught in a field or in
a forest, hides or moves quickly towards the fire, closer to a place of dwelling of
people. And the cattle, whether a horse or a cow, standing in a steam barn, doze
peacefully amidst their own beastly thoughts.

The wounded girl muttered something. Waking up from his deep thoughts, the
coachman smacked his lips, sucked smoke out of the wet, extinguished cigarette,
and held the horse back. Turning around, he was surprised to see the girl with
open eyes, all smiling, looking past him, past the snowstorm. The soldier tries to
listen carefully.

—Hello, India! Hello...

He could not make out who else did the girl said ‘Hello!” to; her voice was fading
away, sloping inward. Only her long, relieved sigh reached the old soldier's ears.
He pulled his cap off his shorn head and stood gloomily for a while near the cart,
sadly watching as snow covered the girl's eyes, which were fixed on some joyful
vision, known only to her.

There were freshly dug pits by the road. The old soldier lowered the girl's body
into one of them. He covered her face with an overcoat and buried her with earth
mixed with snow.

In the nearby front yard, a few flower tubes were swaying in the wind, and a
black sunflower was covered with snow. The cart driver trudged through the
snowdrift into the front yard, crumpled and shelled a handful of sunflower seeds.
With a broad sweep of his arm, he scattered all the seeds over the mound, covered
with a white film of snow, so that the girl's grave would not be lost in the vast,
war-torn world, and thereafter, he left to attend to his military duties on a snowy,
stormy evening.

In winter, the war shifted further west. By next summer, near the road, on a
soldier’s trench, mallows and yellow-eared, slender sunflowers were blooming.
Visitors are hardly seen at this Ukrainian farm in present time. However, those
who visit and enquire as to who is buried in this quiet countryside, the farmers

reply: a soldier called India. This strange surname was disclosed to the farmers
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by a cart driver, who delivered ammunition to the frontliners on an old horse
during the winter of nineteen forty-two.
1962

Source: Astafiev V. Collected Works in Fifteen Volumes. - Krasnoyarsk:
offset,1997
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Abstract:This is one of the stories from the collection "Black Panther" and was published
in 1909. This is a story about a young countess who is madly in love with an automatic
man. They communicate mentally. But she doubts his feelings and as a result he
disappears.
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A strange advertisement was published in the newspapers:

"A miracle! An automatic man has been invented. His name is Rambellino. He
can walk and perfectly imitate all human gestures. But the most amazing thing is
that he gives concerts ! His technique is amazing. His playing is inspired by a
great artist. We hope that any comments are superfluous. Go and be amazed! You
will probably not take long to come to the conclusion that Life is too complex
and mysterious. With respect, the inventor of the automatic man, the American
D*. U*. V*." Then followed the address.

The little countess shuddered when she read the announcement.

— How interesting! — she said.

She looked thoughtfully at the crimson curtain, obviously thinking about
something, weighing something, making some decision. Then she put the cup
with the unfinished chocolate on the table, narrowed her eyes, straightened her
chestnut curls and said indifferently to her husband:

— I hope you'll get me a ticket. My curiosity is greatly piqued.

Outside the windows overlooking the garden, the first autumn leaves were
circling in the air like sad golden birds.

— Autumn, a reminder of death, — thought the little countess. — If sometimes
I do not understand the purpose of death, since nothing has been done yet, then
more often I do not understand the purpose of life, since there is nothing to do...
When our souls are under the hypnosis of Beauty, it is good; but if they are
hypnotized by petty, vulgar, dirty evil...

She went to the window and looked at the thinning foliage, through which in
places - to the right of the window - the ugly patches of a high stone fence were
already visible. The garden was becoming bare. Wet paths strewn with yellow
sand led into the silvery-purple sadness of the twilight into the unknown distance.
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Was it to the castle of the faithful knight? The little countess laughed sharply, a
lifeless, cold laugh. Her favorite dog pricked up its ears.

The fact was that the little countess could not reconcile herself to reality. She was
madly drawn to the Middle Ages, to the era of tournaments, crusades, amazing
castles, amazing adventures, to the gloomy, inexpressibly proud grandeur of
extinct human passions... Moreover, she cared little for the remoteness of this
era; she did not have to dwell on the thought that her inclination might seem
something artificial, forcibly grafted. She thought - unconditionally recognizing
the legitimacy of love for modernity, — that History is nothing more than the
embodiment in strictly defined forms of immortal ideas, which in turn are an
insignificant drop in the bottomless sea of Eternity, — and that these ideas, in
their entirety, can be close to everyone belonging to the human family.

— If only love... real... Love as a prototype, as a symbol...

She sighed. She moved away from the window, rustling the lilac-pink silk,
admired the album of exquisitely delicate engravings and disappeared behind the
curtain, like a yearning, strange vision.

In her room there was furniture with mother-of-pearl inlays, green fabrics, funny
ivory figures, broad leaves of hothouse plants. She took off her dress; stood for
a moment before the mirror with her arms bare. These arms were thin and
innocent. Her tender shoulders seemed like those of a girl. In the slightly sharp,
straight lines of her mouth there was a strange impatience, an expectation of
tragedy. Her large eyes were criminal and pure at the same time. These were the
eyes of a being capable of Love and not afraid of death, if Love wanted to hide
under the mask of death. In her being there coexisted the gentle tenderness of a
blue field flower and the frank cruelty of a tuberose. Was it not she who stood at
the window of the round tower in trembling expectation of a young bridegroom?
Was it not she who threw the gauntlet into the arena filled with beasts, wishing
that her beloved would pick it up? She promised love, but she could offer death
as a gift.

The little countess put on her riding habit and hat, took her whip and went out
through the side door into a small courtyard.

When she, holding her horse deftly, found herself outside the city, she was
surrounded by blue fading horizons, a pearly veil of still warm evening enveloped
her, the dark outlines of young copses awaited her like an alert crowd of people
and animals. After an hour of mad riding, she saw a barely perceptible crescent
moon, as if outlined by a silver stroke of a magic brush. She picked up the reins
and said loudly in a trembling voice that sounded in the transparent air like a
solemn oath: "If love, then - forever ..."
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After the concert, no one could figure out what this mysterious pianist was: a
man or an automation... Everyone was terribly excited and intrigued. The breath
of the eternal Mysterious One touched the souls of all those present. The little
countess, approaching the stage, threw a very red, almost bloody rose at the feet
of the phenomenal pianist. Their gazes met. He had extraordinary black eyes.
Shuddering all over, she instinctively understood that “yes... yes... yes...” This
man — or automaton — promised her not a banal story, but a poem of eternal love.

Smiling forcibly, she walked away, pale, playing with her fan.

The little countess approached a large, tall house, no different from the other
houses. It was a crude, shabby work of modern architecture. She stopped at the
entrance, and had doubt: could it be that Ae lived in this house? Her hand -
without a glove, like a strange white flower - nevertheless touched the bell. A
prim American servant opened the door for her.

— Who do you want? — he asked.

She replied:

— Rambellino.

He asked again:

— How should I report?

She straightened up proudly and said, with a slightly surprised smile:

— I 'am Rambellino's beloved.

The footman's shaved face made a vile grimace:

— Mr. Rambellino is an automaton, invented by my master. However, I am only
a servant...

He opened the door for her.

The little countess lifted her veil and followed him. Where was she? Her path lay
through endless halls of extraordinary dimensions. High ceilings disappeared
into the darkness. She saw only bare, gloomy, austere walls. Ancient weapons
hung on the walls. In one hall a fireplace was burning: black shadows, with
protruding tongues and clawed wings, jumped along the walls. Red flames, with
gold embedded in them, seemed to issue from a monstrous crater. Behind one
door she heard the heavy steps of men clad in iron. The little countess trembled,
but continued to follow him courageously. "The path to Love does not pass
through decorated path with roses, but along fragile bridges over abysses, — she
thought. “I know it now. And I... am not afraid.”

Suddenly the footman opened the door with special solemnity.
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The little countess screamed. The room was flooded with blue rays. Rambellino
stood on the threshold. His face was - as during the concert - pale and motionless.
His black eyes shone with a dazzling brilliance.

When the servant left, the little countess said:

— My beloved! I have come...

He didn't answer, but she knew what he was thinking:

— I've been waiting for you!

A string of wonderful days stretched out. The little countess finally came into
close contact with Happiness - a wonderful star, a golden elusive butterfly... Oh,
now this butterfly fluttered its magic wings in her enchanted heart. She began to
live a double life: boring and unnecessary - among people, sparkling like
lightning - in the arms of Rambellino. She now understood that the external
"material" life of things and people is separated from their true immortal life by
a thin crystal door that one must know Aow to open.

Rambellino never spoke, but she understood his thoughts. They flowed like
marvelous currents of light. They shimmered in her grateful, love-struck heart
like the lights of diamonds, like the bright blood of rubies, like the delightful,
terrible temptation of emeralds. Sometimes his thoughts were transmitted to her
like intoxicating, magical music. She enjoyed the symphonies of thoughts. It was
more beautiful than words. She, not remembering herself, threw herself into his
arms and understood that the agonizing and enchanting torture of passion - when
the body touches the eternal curtains of immortality - is not of this world.

Their love was a delightful pink pearl.

One day, sitting in her room, with her heart full of love, the little countess saw a
dim shadow swaying on the opal-gray drapery of the window. It was, of course,
a trifle, an optical illusion, but still it was inexpressibly painful to look at.

At that very moment a harsh, cruel thought came into the little countess’s head.
Why did Rambellino never speak? At that moment she forgot that she knew all
his thoughts. Why did he never speak? Did he not love her? He was a miserable
automaton, imitating “human” gestures! She began to cry from horror and pain,
she no longer believed him, she wrung her hands, rushed about the room,
screaming a wild, piercing scream. A large bat flew slowly and ominously past
her window. The completely bare trees swayed piteously and anxiously. The
wind slid over the roof and whistled into the chimney. Someone laughed
sadly... — the string of the lute hanging on a white ribbon broke..

— Ineed him to be jealous of me, — whispered the little countess with dead lips.
She went to her husband and told him:
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— I want Rambellino to play for us: it will be fun! She laughed a strange, alien
laugh.

Her husband rolled his glassy eyes and the very next day fulfilled her wish.

The house was sparkling with lights. When Rambellino, having finished playing,
passed by one niche, — the little countess, who was lurking there, waiting for
him, talking to a very boring young man, quickly fell into the arms of this young
man. Rambellino, without saying anything, passed by.

The next day the little countess stood at the door of Rambellino's room, trembling
and crying. He was not alone in the room. The American D.* W.* V. * with his
hair disheveled and his face red with anger, was shaking his fists.

— This is unbelievable! — shouted the fearless inventor. - I invented you and
made you. You are an automaton, a moving machine. I could not give you "will".
You dare not leave me. I have received a patent for you! I will bring you to
justice!

Rambellino, paying no attention to him and leaving him in complete despair,
went to the door and, seeing the little countess, said to her - said in a surprisingly
clear, melodious voice:

— Why don't you have faith?.. My life on earth is now over.

He disappeared.

The little countess staggered through the halls and, finding herself on the street,
with her soul tormented by inexpressible suffering, she thought that her life on
earth was also over.

And at that very moment she began to vaguely and joyfully hope for something...

American D.* W.* V_* placed a new advertisement in the newspapers. Here are
a few words from it:

"...My machine, made by my human hands, has disappeared. It has ruined me! I
appeal to the authorities! But what has happened to me is beyond my
understanding. It is from the realm of the supernatural. The "will" has developed
in it independently, without my participation."

He added, not without melancholy:

“The ‘will” must be a self-generating microbe... Or... [ refuse to speculate

further. I'm sick ... I have upset nerves ...". (Mnp3. A)

Mwupa. A. "Pambennnno." Mupa. A. YepHas naHmepa. Mocksa: lpud.,
1909. https://fantlab.ru/autor21356
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Abstract: In V. M. Garshin’s The Traveller Frog, the focus is on a frog who lives in a
swamp and dreams of fleeing it after listening to the migrating ducks talk about the warm
and plentiful South. He convinces two ducks to haul him by holding a stick in his mouth.
While being transported by the ducks, his pride of being smart enough to do so lets him
appreciate the wonder he sparks in the villagers. However, the frog allows vanity to
control self-preservation; he falls after opening his mouth to brag about how he thought
of the idea. He survives the fall, and while he tells the tale, he fabricates stories of riding
the ducks and visiting the South, and the other frogs believe him.

This story explicitly illustrates the follies of human nature, which include the elevated
sense of self, the thirst for recognition, and the foolish overreach of wisdom supplanted
by arrogance.
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There was once a frog. She lived in a marsh, caught midges and mosquitoes, and
croaked at the top of her lungs in the springtime and with her friends. And she
would have lived happily ever after, of course, if only a stork had not swallowed
her. But something did.

She spent one day perched on the top of a snag over the water and basking in the
warm, fine rain.

"Oh, beautiful wet day today! How much I thought it was a pleasure to be in the
world!"

The rain pounded on her mottled varnished back; it dripped in drops under her
belly and at the back of her paws, and it was beautifully lovely, so lovely that she
nearly croaked, but luckily she recalled that already autumn had arrived and that
frogs could not croak in autumn, there was spring for springing into croaks, and
that if she croaked, she would lose her frog dignity. So she remained silent and
went on being miserable.

Suddenly in the air there was a whistling, thin, sporadic noise. There is actually
such a type of ducks: when flying, their wings, cutting through the air, whistle,
or, if you like, sing. Phew-phew-phew-phew echoes in the air when a group of
such ducks fly high above you, and you yourself do not even get to catch a
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glimpse of them, so high up they fly. Here the ducks, having made a gigantic
semicircle, swooped down and landed into the very marsh where the frog lived.
Quack, quack! cried one of them. easy; have to eat. Flight is still far away; have
to eat.

And the frog hid at once. Even though she was aware that the ducks would not
devour her, a big and fat frog, nevertheless, in case, she dived under a snag. But
after thinking, she pushed out her big-eyed head onto the water: she was very
curious to know where the ducks flew.

Quack, quack! - a second duck cried, it's already cold! Run to the south! Run to
the south!

And all the ducks started to quack very loudly in agreement. Mistress ducks! the
frog felt brave enough to talk, what is the south where you are going? I was sorry
to have disturbed you.

And the ducks surrounded the frog. They were going to eat her, but each of them
believed that the frog was too large and would not pass through the throat. Then
all of them started yelling, spreading their wings:

- It's good in the south! It's warm there now! There are such lovely, warm marshes
there! What worms there are! It's good in the south!

They cried so loudly that they nearly deafened the frog. She hardly could get
them to stop their mouths and asked one of them, who appeared to her more
plump and wise than all, to say something to her of the south. And when she
spoke to her of the south, the frog was pleased, but soon she asked, for she was
cautious:

Are there a great many midges and mosquitoes there?

Oh! whole clouds! exclaimed the duck.

Quack! - screamed the frog and hurried round to find out whether some of her
friends were present who would listen to her and rebuke her for croaking in
autumn. She simply could not help croaking once. Take me along with you!

I am astonished at this! exclaimed the duck.

- How do we take you? You don't have wings. When do you fly? - the frog asked.
Soon, soon! cried all the ducks. Quack, quack! quack! quack! It is cold here! To
the south! To the south!

Think for five minutes, I'll be right back, I'll surely think of something nice, said
the frog.

And she sat down off the branch which she had climbed up onto once more, into
the water, plunged into the slush and buried herself entirely in it, so nothing
unnecessary would be in the way of her thinking.
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Five minutes had elapsed, the ducks prepared to take off, when suddenly her face
showed on the water, close to the branch on which she was sitting, and the look
on that face was the brightest for which only a frog can be held responsible.

I have a plan! I have discovered it! - she exclaimed. - Take two of you and seize
a twig in your beaks, and I will hold it in the middle. You will fly, and I will
travel. Only do not quack, and I will not croak, and all will be well.

Though it isn't God knows what bliss to be still and to drag along even a light
frog three thousand miles, her brains so upset the ducks that they all agreed to
take her along.

They'd take turns carrying her every two hours, and because there were, as the
riddle states, so many ducks, and so many more, and half as many, and a quarter
as many, and because the frog alone was so tiny, it didn't have to be carried very
much. They picked a sturdy, straight twig, two ducks held it in their beaks, the
frog held the center of it in its mouth, and the entire flock took off into the air.
The breath of the frog was stolen by the ugly height to which she was born;
besides, the ducks were flying in a crazy manner and pulling the twig; the sad
frog dangled freely in the air like a paper clown, and shut its jaws tight with all
its strength not to fall off and land on the ground. But presently it grew
accustomed to its place and even started looking around. Meadows and fields and
rivers and mountains now flashed beneath it, which however was extremely hard
for it to look over, for, hanging on the twig, it glanced back and slightly upwards,
but it had something to look at and was happy and proud. "What a good idea I
have," it said to itself. And the ducklings flew following the leading pair who had
borne her, quacking and praising her.

Our frog's head is wonderfully prudent, they declared, and among the ducks there
are few like hers. She could hardly resist expressing thanks to them,

but remembering that if she were to open her jaws she would fall from a terrible
distance, she pressed her jaws even tighter shut and made up her mind to endure
it.

She hung thus the entire day: the ducks adjusted their flight trajectories, properly
getting a hold of the twig; it was terribly scary: a number of times the frog nearly
croaked from fear, but one must be sensible, and she piela. Night descended and
the entire company halted in some marsh, in the morning the ducks and the frog
departed again, but now the traveller, so that she could observe what was
occurring along the road, took it in her back and head in front, and her belly at
the rear. The ducks flew over the reaped fields, over yellow woods and over
villages with grain piled up in stacks; there was the sound of the people and the
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clinking of flails with which they threshed the rye. The people gazed at the flock
of ducks and, seeing something unusual in it, they pointed at it with their hands.
And the frog ghastly wanted to fly low down, in order to unveil herself and see
what they were saying to her. On the following stop she said: Can't we fly very
low? My head is reeling from the height, and I shall come down if I become
suddenly ill.

And the nice ducks promised to fly low. The following day they flew so low that
they heard words.

Look, look! cried the children in one village, the ducks are carrying a frog along!
The frog overheard this and missed a beat. Look, look! cried the villagers in
another village, what a miracle!

"Do they know that I came up with this, and not the ducks?" thought the frog.
Look, look! they cried in a third village. - What a miracle! And who came up
with such a master trick?

Then the frog could no longer bear it and, in defiance of all prudence, shrieked
at the very pitch of her voice:

It's me! Me!

And with the shriek she flew heels over head to the floor.

The ducks shrieked with terror; one of the ducks tried to catch her unfortunate
friend in mid-air, but missed. The frog kicking with all her legs then collapsed to
the ground; but because the ducks flew very fast, she did not fall on exactly the
place over which she had shricked and where there was a hard road, but much
further away, which was a very good luck for her, because she splashed into a
dirty pond situated at the village end. She jumped suddenly out of the water and
at once more screamed in a moment of rage at the top of her voice: - It was me!
I thought of it! But there was no one near her. Terrified by the sharp splash, all
the neighborhood frogs crawled back into the water.

When they started coming out of it, they stared at the new one in shock.

And she explained to them a surprising tale of how she had always thought and
how she had ended up learning a new, queer means of moving around on ducks;
how she had ducks of her own upon which she made them take her where she
wished; how she had gone to the lovely south, where it had been so wonderful,
where there had been such lovely, warm marshes and such a vast number of
midges and all manner of other tempting flies.

I came to visit you, to see what way you were living, - she said. I lived with you
until the spring, until my ducks, whom I had released, came back.

But the ducks never returned. They believed the frog had fallen on the ground,
and they felt greatly pity for her.
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Abstract: In Maxim Gorki’s “Ivanushka the Simpleton,” the author presents us a
humorous and insightful folktale that captures the beauty of Russian oral traditions. The
narrative focuses on Ivanushka, an innocent and simple-minded young boy whose overly
simple nature constantly gets him into humorous predicaments. Every single one of his
caretaking responsibilities, from preparing stew to watching the door, turns into a
comedy of errors. The humor of the tale is furthered by his senseless and unplanned
encounter with a bear and its family, since no matter the situation, Ivanushka’s
nonsensical logic always manages to vex the forest animals. In contrast to the severity
of his mistakes, the impact is rather light, as his good intentions and kind-heartedness
allow for the safe return of the children, all the while puzzling the villagers who witness
a bear strolling through the streets with a door on its back. The children’s safety, along
with the bear going viral on the streets, concludes the story on an entertaining note.
Gorki’s tale embraces the Russian folklore tradition as it caricatures the “holy fool”
figure, one that, through naive, comedic antics, reveals a deeper message, which in this
instance is that purity and sincerity without malicious intent can prove mightier than
craftiness and brute force. Like the original from Gorki, this translation intends to
transcend the literal text to recreate its humor, rhythm, and the layered, folk-esque charm
of the source. In addition, the translation aspires to maintain the cultural essence of the
text while adapting it in a way that is easier for today's readers to understand.
Keywords: Ivanushka, Russian folklore, Maxim Gorki, folktale, simpleton

Once upon a time, there lived a boy named Ivanushka. He was a simple but good-
looking fellow, and whatever he did, everything turned out silly, not quite as it
did with others. One man employed him as a labourer, and when his wife and he
went to the city, the woman chatted with Ivanushka and said...

- You will stay with the children, take care of them and feed them!

-What? Ivanushka asks.

- Take water, flour, potatoes, crumble them up, and mix them—it will be a stew!"
The man gave his orders: "Guard at the door, so that the children do not run away
into the forest!"
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When the fellow and his wife had gone away, Ivanushka climbed up into the loft,
awakened the children, led them out onto the floor, sat behind them, and uttered,
"Well then, here I am, keeping an eye on you!"

The children remained on the floor for a while and now pleaded for something
to eat. Ivanushka dragged a great tub of water into the hut, poured in half a sack
of flour and a measure of potatoes, stirred the whole mess around with a rocker,
and grumbled to himself,

" And who is it that should be crushed?'

The children heard these words, were frightened, and whispered, "He'll surely
crush us!" Then, stealthily gliding out of the hut, they fled.

Ivanushka watched them, rubbed his head, and thought, "Now how am I to
protect them? And the door must still be protected, lest it elope too!"

So he looked into the tub and said, "Cook yourself, chowder, while I pursue the
children!"

And then he lifted the door from the hinges, put it on his shoulders, and went into
the forest. And as suddenly as it had appeared out of the woods, there came a

great bear, staring in surprise and growling low down in his throat.

Here, you! What are you hauling a tree into the forest?" growled the bear. Replied
Ivanushka.

Ivanushka told him all that had happened. The bear settled back on his haunches
and roared with laughter:

'What a fool you are! For this, I ought to eat you up!"

But Ivanushka retorted:

"You'd better eat the children, so that next time they'll obey you and not run into
the forest!'

The bear laughed so hard that he was rolling on the ground at this point.

"Never have I seen such a simpleton! Come, I'll show you to my wife!"

Then he dragged Ivanushka to his den. Ivanushka trudged behind the pine trees,
dragging the door with him.

'"Throw it down!' shouted the Bear.

"No," said Ivanushka, "I gave my word of honour to protect it, and I'll keep my
word, even to death!"

They came to the den. The Bear shouted:

"See here, Masha, what a fool I've brought you! Look and laugh!"

And Ivanushka questioned the Bear's wife:

'Auntie, have you seen the children?'

'At home, asleep,' she replied.
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"Well then, let's look, perhaps they are mine?'
She handed him the three bear cubs, but Ivanushka exclaimed:
'Not those—I had only two!"
Then the Bear became aware of how ridiculous he really was and laughed even
harder:
"Why, those were human children!'
'"Well, yes,' said Ivanushka, 'but I was just making sure. What's so funny?'
The she-bear was astonished and informed her husband:

‘Mikhailych Potapych, let’s not eat him—better to keep him with us as a worker!’
‘So be it,” agreed the Bear. ‘Though he is a man, he is so harmless it matters not.’
Then the Bear handed Ivanushka a bow and gave him his orders.
"Go on, fetch some raspberries from the forest; when the little ones wake, I’ll
give them a sweet treat!’ said the Bear.
'Well, I can do that!' replied Ivanushka. 'And you, stand guard at the door!"
He went off into the forest, picked raspberries mixed with wild onions, ate his
fill, and returned to the bears singing at the top of his voice:
Eh, how awkward,

Ladybirds!

Whether 1t’s work,

Or lizards!
He burst into the den shouting:
'Here it is—raspberries!'
The cubs leapt at the onions, feeling and rolling over one another with delight.
Ivanushka stood and gazed on, sighing:
'Eh, if only I were a bear myself—then I too would have children!'
The Bear and his wife laughed loudly at this.
'Oh, heavens!' the Bear barked, brushing away tears of mirth. 'One cannot live
with such a fool—you'd die of laughter!'
'Oh well,' said Ivanushka, 'you keep guard at the door here, and I'll go search for
the children, or else my master will be rebuking me!'
The she-bear shoved her husband:
'Misha, why don't you help him?'
'Just once, I'll help him," agreed the Bear. 'He is too comical!'
Thus, the Bear departed with Ivanushka, padding along the forest trails and
chatting with him as with a friend.
'Well, you are just a fool!' the Bear thought to himself.
'And you think you are so wise?" said Ivanushka.

'Am I?' said Ivanushka.
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'A dead certainty!' said the Bear.
'l don't know,' said Ivanushka.
'l don't either. Are you angry?' said the Bear.
'No, why should I be?'
"Well, I think that anyone who gets angry is a fool. I am not angry, and neither
are you. So neither of us is a fool!'
'"Well, that is good thinking!' exclaimed the Bear.
Just then, they saw two children sleeping fast under a bush. The Bear inquired,
'Are these your children?'
'l don't know,' replied Ivanushka. 'I must ask them. Mine were starving.'
So the children were awakened, and Ivanushka asked,
'Do you want to eat?'
"'We've been starving a long time!' cried the children.
‘Well then,’ said Ivanushka, ‘these must be mine! I’ll take them to the village.
And you, Uncle Bear, be so kind as to bring the door. I’ve no time—I still must
cook the stew!’
‘All right,” said the Bear. ‘I’ll bring it.”
Ivanushka followed behind the children, watching them shuffle along, and sang
at the top of his voice:
Eh, what wonders these are!

Beetles chasing a hare.

Under the bush a fox sits,

Staring in surprise!
They came to the hut when the master and his wife returned from the city. They
came in and were dismayed: in the middle of the hut stood a tub filled to the brim
with water, potatoes, and flour; there were no children, and even the door was
gone. They sat on a bench and wept bitterly.
"Why are you weeping?' asked Ivanushka.
And then they saw their children, and their grief turned to rejoicing. They
embraced them, and Ivanushka, with a strut, gesturing to the tub, exclaimed:
"Well, what do you think of my cooking?'
'What is that?'
'Food!" Ivanushka replied.
'Is it fit to eat?"'
'How should I know?'
'And where has the door gone?' they asked.
'It's being brought,' Ivanushka said.
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They looked out the window—and there, to their horror, was a big Bear ambling
down the street with the door on his back. The people scurried every which way:
some onto roofs, others into trees; dogs howled and cowered, entangled
themselves in fences. One brave red rooster stood firm in the street, spreading
his wings and shouting at the Bear:

'To the river! To the river!
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Abstract: Konstantin Paustovsky’s story “7he Little Steel Ring”’is a touching tale about
a little girl, Varyosha, and her grandfather Kuzma, who live in the village of Mokhovoye,
on the edge of the forest. One harsh winter Grandfather Kuzma fell ill, and Varyosha
went to a nearby village for makhorka. There she met soldiers, one of whom gifted her
a little steel ring, claiming that it has magical powers: on the middle finger it brings good
health, on the ring finger it brings great joy, and on the forefinger it reveals the bright
world with all its wonders. In her childish naivety, Varyosha let the ring slip into the
snow and broke into despair, fearing her grandfather will never recover and the great joy
will never come. But in spring, she found the little steel ring again beneath an old spruce
branch. That very day, Grandfather Kuzma felt better, while Varyosha discovered her
long-awaited joy—not through magic, but in the awakening of spring, and the beauty of
her homeland. The story reflects themes of hope, faith in small wonders, and the deep
bond between humans, nature and homeland.

To the best of my knowledge, this story has not been translated into English before. The
present work therefore offers both a literary translation and an interpretative introduction
to Konstantin Paustovsky's works for non-Russian readers.
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In the village of Mokhovoye, right by the forest, Grandfather Kuzma lived with
his granddaughter, Varyosha.

The harsh winter came with all its glory—with strong winds and snow. The whole
winter, not once did it thaw, nor once did melting water drip from the wooden
roofs. At night, the forest echoed with the howls of the shivering wolves.
Grandfather Kuzma said that they howled out of envy of people; wolves too
would love to live in a hut, scratch themselves, lie by the stove, and warm their
frozen shaggy hides.

In the middle of winter, Grandfather Kuzma ran out of makhorka (cheap
tobacco). He coughed badly, complained about his poor health, and said that if
only he could take a puff or two, he would feel better at once.

On Sunday, Varyosha went to the neighbouring village of Perebory to get
makhorka for her grandfather. A railway track went through the village.
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Varyosha bought the makhorka, tied it up in her calico pouch, and went to the
station to watch the trains. In Perebory, they seldom stopped. More often than
not, the trains thundered past, clacking and roaring.

Two soldiers were sitting on the platform. One was bearded, with jolly gray eyes.
The train roared. Out of the distant dark forest it came into view, veiled in steam
and rushing furiously towards the station.

“How fast!” said the bearded soldier. “Look out, little girl, the train will blow

you away. You’ll be flying up into the skies!”

The locomotive stormed into the station with all its might. Snow swirled,
blinding the eyes. Then the wheels clattered, chasing one another. Varyosha
clutched at a lamp post and shut her eyes tight-as if she really might be lifted
from the ground and dragged away by the train. When the train had passed and
the snowy dust still spun in the air before settling on the ground, the bearded
soldier asked Varyosha:

“What have you got in your little bag? Not makhorka, is it?”

“Makhorka”, answered Varyosha.

“Will you sell some? I really want to smoke.”

“Grandfather Kuzma forbids me to sell it”, Varyosha replied sternly. “It's for his
cough.”

“Ah, you little flower in felt boots! So serious!” said the soldier.

“Take as much as you need”, said Varyosha, handing him the pouch. “Go on,

have a smoke.”

The soldier scooped a good handful of makhorka into his coat pocket, rolled a
thick cigarette, lit it, then lifted Varyosha by the chin and looked at her, smiling,
into her blue eyes.

“Ah, you-little pigtailed pansy! How shall I thank you? Would this do?”

From his coat pocket he drew a tiny steel ring, brushed off the crumbs of
makhorka and salt, polished it against his sleeve and slipped it onto Varyosha’s
middle finger.

“Wear it in good health! This little ring is truly wonderful. Look how it shines!”
“And why, dear uncle, is it so wonderful?”” asked Varyosha, her cheeks flushed.
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“Because”, he replied, “if you wear it on your middle finger, it will bring you
health. To you, and to your Grandfather Kuzma as well. And should you put it
here, on your ring finger—the soldier pulled Varyosha by her cold, red finger—
your life will be filled with happiness. Or, for example, you want to see the world
with all its wonders. Put the ring on your index finger, you will definitely see it!”

“Really?” asked Varyosha.

“You’d better believe him”, said the other soldier from under his lifted collar.
“He’s a sorcerer. Ever heard that word?”

“I’ve heard it”, said Varyosha.

“Well then!” laughed the soldier. “He’s an old sapper. Not even a mine could
harm him!”

“Thank you!” said Varyosha and she ran off home to Mokhovoye.

The wind rose and thick snow began to fall. Varyosha kept turning the ring,
marvelling at how it sparkled in the winter light.

“Why did the soldier forget to tell me about the little finger?” she wondered.
“What will happen then? Let me put the ring on my little finger and try.”
She put the ring onto her little finger. It was too thin—the ring slipped off, fell into
the deep snow near the path and vanished straight into the snowy bottom.

Varyosha gasped and began scraping through the snow with her hands. But the
ring was gone. Varyosha’s fingers had turned blue. Her fingers were so stiff with
frost that they could no longer bend.

Varyosha began to cry. The ring was gone! That meant that Grandfather Kuzma
would never have health again, she would never have that great happiness, and
she would never see the world with all its wonders.

Varyosha stuck a withered spruce twig into the snow where she had dropped the
ring and went home. She wiped her tears with her mitten, but they still kept
coming, freezing on her cheeks so that they stung and hurt her eyes.

Grandfather Kuzma was delighted to get makhorka, filled the hut with smoke
and when he heard about the lost ring, he said:
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“Don't grieve, my daughter! It's still lying where it fell. Ask Sidor, he’ll find it
for you.”

The old sparrow Sidor was sleeping on the perch, puffed up like a ball. All winter
long, Sidor lived in Kuzma’s hut on his own, like a master of the house. He forced
not only Varyosha, but even Grandfather Kuzma himself to reckon with his
temper. He would peck porridge straight out of the bowls, try to snatch bread
from hands, and when they drove him off, he would sulk, bristle, and pick a
fight—chirping so furiously that the neighbouring sparrows came flying under
the eaves to listen, and then for a long time they would chatter noisily,
condemning Sidor for his ugly temper. He lived in the hut, warm and well-fed,

still it was never enough for him!

The next day, Varyosha caught Sidor, wrapped him in a handkerchief, and took
him to the forest. From beneath the snow, only the very tip of a spruce branch
was sticking out. Varyosha set Sidor upon the branch and asked:

“Go on, look for it, rummage around. Perhaps you’ll find it!”

But Sidor squinted, cast a doubtful glance at the snow, and squeaked: “Just look
at that! Just look at that! Found a fool, did you! Just look at that! Just look at
that!” With that, Sidor fluttered off the branch and flew back to the hut.

Thus, the little ring was never found.

Grandfather Kuzma's cough grew worse. By spring, he had climbed up onto the
stove-bed and hardly came down from it at all, asking more and more often for

something to drink. Varyosha would give him cold water in an iron ladle.

Snowstorms swirled over the village, covering the huts. The pines were stuck in
snow, and Varyosha could no longer find the spot in the forest, where she had
dropped the ring. More and more often she would hide behind the stove, weeping
quietly out of pity for her grandfather and scolding herself.

“You fool!” she whispered. “Got carried away, lost the ring. Serves you right!
Serves you right!”
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She beat herself on the head with her fist, punishing herself, and Grandfather

Kuzma would ask:

“Who are you making such a racket with?”
“With Sidor”, Varyosha would answer. “He’s grown so naughty! Always looking
for a fight.”

One morning Varyosha woke up to the sound of Sidor hopping along the
window, tapping his beak against the glass. Varyosha opened her eyes and
winced. From the roof, one after another, long drops were falling. The hot sun
blazed. Jackdaws were shrieking.

Varyosha looked at the street. A warm wind blew into her eyes, tousled her hair.

“Spring is here!” cried Varyosha.

The black branches gleamed, wet snow was rustling, sliding from the roofs, and
the damp forest hummed solemnly and joyously beyond the outskirts. Spring
stepped across the fields like a young mistress of the house. She only had to cast
a glance at the ravine, as a stream would immediately begin to gurgle and
overflow there. Spring was coming, and the ringing of the rivulets grew louder
with each step.

The snow in the forest darkened. At first the fallen brown needles, shed in the
winter, came through. Then many dry branches appeared—broken by a storm back
in December. Then last year's pale leaves turned yellow, patches of bare earth
showed through, and along the edges of the last snowdrifts the first coltsfoot
flowers blossomed.

In the forest Varyosha found an old spruce branch—the very one she had thrust
into the snow where she had dropped the little ring. She began to carefully rake
away old leaves, empty cones, left by the woodpeckers, twigs and rotten moss.
Beneath one blackened leaf a glimmer caught her eye. Varyosha screamed and
sat down. There it was—the little steel ring. Not a trace of rust upon it.

Varyosha snatched it up, slipped it onto her middle finger, and rushed home.
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Already from afar, as she hurried towards the hut, she saw Grandfather Kuzma.
He had come out of the hut, and was sitting on the woodpile. Blue smoke from
his makhorka rose above him, straight into the sky, as if Kuzma himself was

steaming in the spring sun, while the steam drifted over him.

“Well now”, said the old man, “you little whirlwind—you darted out of the hut,
forgot to close the door, and the whole hut was blown with breeze. My illness
went away at once. Now I’ll have a smoke, then pick up my axe, chop some

firewood. We’ll heat the stove, and bake some rye breads.”

Varyosha laughed, stroked her grandfather’s shaggy grey hair, and said:
“Thank you, little ring! You’ve cured Grandpa Kuzma.”

All day long Varyosha wore the little ring on her middle finger, so it might drive
her grandfather's illness away for good. Only in the evening, when she went to
sleep, did she take it off her middle finger and slip it onto her ring finger. After
that, a great joy was supposed to come, but it did not arrive. She lay thinking,
waiting—and then fell asleep.

She woke up early, got dressed, and stepped out of the hut.

The earth lay beneath the quiet, warm glow of dawn. Stars still simmered on the
edge of the sky. Varyosha walked towards the forest. She stopped at the edge.
What was that, ringing in the woods—as though someone were gently moving tiny
bells?

Varyosha bent down, listened, clasped her hands: white snowdrops swayed
slightly, nodding to the dawn, and each flower chimed, as if a tiny beetle-
bellringer sat within, striking the silver threads with its little paw. At the top of a
pine, a woodpecker tapped—five times.

“Five o’clock!”, thought Varyosha. “How early it is! And so still!”

At once, high in the branches, bathed in golden morning light, an oriole began to

sing.

Varyosha stood with parted lips, listening and smiling. A strong, warm, tender
breeze caressed her, and something rustled nearby. The hazel branches swayed,
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sprinkling yellow pollen from their catkins. Someone unseen passed by
Varyosha, carefully moving the branches aside, and behind him a cuckoo cried
out, as though saluting its passage.

“Who just passed by? I didn't even notice!” thought Varyosha.
She did not know that it was spring that had passed her by.

Varyosha laughed aloud so that the whole forest heard, and ran home. A great
joy—not to be held with hands—rang and sang within her heart.

Spring flared brighter and merrier each passing day. Such radiance poured down
from the sky that Grandfather Kuzma’s eyes narrowed into little slits, yet they
kept laughing all the while. Then, through the forests, across the meadows, down
the ravines—suddenly, as though someone had sprinkled them with magic water—
thousands upon thousands of flowers burst forth in full bloom.

Varyosha thought of slipping her ring onto the forefinger, so as to behold the
whole world with all its wonders. But she looked around-at the blossoming
flowers, at the sticky birch leaves, at the clear blue sky and the blazing sun. She
listened to the rooster’s calling, to the ringing of water, to the chirping of birds
over the fields—and she did not put the ring on her forefinger.

“I’ll manage”, she thought. “Nowhere in the whole world can it be as beautiful
as here, in Mokhovoye. It's just so wonderful here! No wonder Grandpa Kuzma
says that our land is a true paradise, and that nowhere else in the wide world is
there earth so fair and blessed as ours!”

Primary Source: ITaycrosckuii, Koucrautun I'. Cmanshoe koneuxo. Muwikunol
kruoicku, https://mishka-knizhka.ru. Jlata obpamenus: 20.08.25.
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Abstract: Here is an english translation of the poem “[locnywanTe!” by Vladimir
Mayakovsky. Mayakovsky in this poem, through childlike expression, encapsulates the
insignificance of life and the deep desire to search for a purpose.
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Listen!

Well, if the stars are lit —

It means — somebody needs them?

It means — someone wants them to be?

It means — someone calls these specks, pearls?

And, exasperated,
in the blizzards of midday dust,
he bursts in upon God,
fearing he’s late,
cries,
kisses his brawny hand,
pleads —
that there must, without fail, be a star! —
swears —
he wouldn't withstand this starless torment!
And later
he wanders troubled,
albeit outwardly calm.
He tells somebody:
“You’re all right, now, aren't you?
You are not afraid?
Right?!”
Listen!
After all, if the stars
are lit —
it means — somebody needs them?
It means — it is essential,
that above the rooftops
there shines at least one star?!
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Vyacheslav Glebovich Kupriyanov (b. 1938) is a prolific writer and
translator (mainly from German into Russian) and laureate of a few dozen
international awards chiefly for his pioneering poetry that championed the
cause of metre-less verses and made the French word verslibre (free verse)
the technical term in Russian (Bepim6p) for such literary works.

Vyacheslav Kupriyanov's verslibre
Language matters
(SI3pIKOBEIEHNE)
The English swallow whole

a mass of their letters
apparently owing
to their colonial policies

The Chinese

g0 ecstatic

on every stroke of theirs
whereas the foreigners

silently open their eyes wide

at the sight of the Chinese script

The Germans drive

even their own verbs

into the dead ends of their own sentences
it is instantaneously clear

that something has happened

but to find out

what happened

one must just equip oneself

with the present tense

In Greek it is a sin
not to recollect the wisdom
of the ancient Greek



Romance languages here and there

smell of vulgar Latin

Georgian helps the Georgians
as also Italian the Italians

to wildly swing their hands

The Estonians
surf on their vowels

as if in an underworld kingdom

Japanese nicely settles
into printed circuits
and moves

in semiconductors

The experience of reading
and more so of speaking
Russian

convinces

that extremely often
whenever the word

distances itself from the deed
we say

that we intended the best

But the most mistakes in Russian
it goes without saying
are committed

by foreigners

The speech river

(peub-peka)

under the Sun's light

on the modulations of waves
syllable by syllable

Sanskrit was composed
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in unsteady backwaters
among riverine grass blades

hieroglyphs swarmed

in mountain streams
twisted signs swam

into the eyes of Mesrop-Mashtotz

in the currents of Dunai was reflected
the branchy alphabet
of Cyril and Methodius

speech a river
all conversations

fall into the sea

mouths of rivers

live by truth alone

The proposal
(npenuioxxeHue)

To my wife Natasha Rumarchuk
This sentence
a good preposition
to make you a proposal

I subject

love predicate
you object

the most direct

you pronoun
where my love is pronounced
you part of my anxious speech
singular number

onto which

the whole world has converged



you
my second person
look at me with love
without you

there is simply no persona on me

Punctuation marks
3HaKun NpenuMHaHuA
Dots dots dots
of birds
dissolving in the sky... ... ...

Yellow commas

of fallen leaves.

From under her palm
a young girl follows
the flight of birds.

Into a question mark
froze over the well

a crane.

Love,

when will you

come back?
Poetry
Moa3ua
Poetry
is natural

like a window in a house

is artificial
like the glass in a window

is fortuitous
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like the world beyond the window

is law-governed

like science

emerging at the junction of
the science of dawn

and

the study of dusk

Mass media

(Macc meama)
Global

Stupidities
Criss-crossing

The great ocean

Intercontinental
Mindlessness
Running between

The East and the West

Supervelocity
Misunderstandings
Crossing

All borders

The sense of moderation
Of the whole world

Is in a transatlantic

Trance
The speech of the toothless
(peyb 6e33ybbIx)
The toothless
hurry to blurt out
the truth

stuck in the throat



Lies
got stuck on the teeth
and fell off along with the teeth

Listen
to the speech of the toothless

and translate
into the language
of the giant-toothed
The sun
(conHue)
It is worth a surprise
how the Sun survives
in complete emptiness
far away from the support of stars
in an airless space
how he breathes
in the sultriness of his own fire
without any food and even food for thought
in complete darkness
and he cannot see anywhere
even his own shadow
the Moon is merely a pale mirror
the Sun cannot see his own light
so blind
but gifts us sight
and we take him for granted
we look with nonchalance
how he is surviving
sans relatives
sans friends

sans money
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Biography of the Translators:

1.

AT (IT TT) F A AT Fo Hid - STaretare Jew et &
ST o YTd 2EUETE o ! STEI favmT 7 1fede e & U8 W
FRI 2| T 9T qT wfeed & Rreqor & i w6f-fewdt wnfafers
HIATE W Alsh| T T § Aford T FHEHIHR T el Hhiore THe
1 et ot fewt s1gane fafve afepratt & werrfr

Fvre fFaT: ¥ 2013 & qERST ST fagfarmem, s€ier & war
e, Tt foramr F S1ferede e o w9 7 STeaTe o @ € | 3 e wt
WTST UG &, feh 3781 310 Sier st H |ifed, Heapfar, 3Tame i &t
fihemt o qemTene T H et v feamg 1

T TR FAHT H I H T GATaT o6 TN ST 3 & A7 o6 frereh
o 9 H T | 58 T o aut qoh Hag fopaferenerd o & fomr 3 off
TGN & | STTATa o WA § 6l 37679 % Ter 37K v & wfie w0
e fer 2 |

T3 fift SaTeteTe TeE frafarmea (INU) & &6 s1emm &g 4 sfie, wig
3 et sht 3Tfer STH oA 21 a8 YR Hihid 2024 i fofT 81 3t
forsrorar =t wnfeca & 1 6 Ateht fora qRe &l v weore &
HAIITT o TR T T S 9TST g ol Uk 9y et i 81 98 Tk
T SgATesh A U €| o8 fewelt foraferamers 5 wuft s wgre 21
wrerelt Tt Trofert &6t W foramr, werrsTT warsiv faafrner, sgien
ERULIEIRS

59 S THT 9T ST wTfeey o fafereh €| Sh well wnfecy o faviy & @
| 314 2017 ¥ &6t Tnfecy (w6t anfeca § shreherg o1 gfaffec & fawr
) T el it Uty o N 3 2019 F HERST FASivE ot
STSIeT H TETeh Thed (3TEATT) 3 &9 1 LA L R 2

Vinay Kumar Ambedkar was born in August 1986, in the district

Jaunpur, Uttar Pradesh, who has been working as an assistant professor
in Centre of Russian Studies, School of Language, Literature and
Culture Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India.
Ambedkar is an expert of Russian language and literature and has keen

interest in translating Russian literary works into Hindi, who has

translated Nikolai Gogol's plays «PeBu30p M HeHuTbbax or
“The Inspector General and The wedding”, Mikhail Saltikov-

Shchedrin's plays, Ivan Turgenev's «3alMCKMU OXOTHMKaAy» and
many other works in Hindi.

Ujjwal Kumar Vidyarthi is pursuing his Doctoral Research in the
Centre of Russian Studies, School of Language, Literature and Culture
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Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India. Mr. Vidyarthi
has keen interest in translating original Russian literary works into
Hindi. Mr. Vidyarthi has already published the translation of Ivan

Turgenev’s «3aMUCKM OXOTHWUKA» “The Hunter’s Notes” (%IEFRQT
%1 g from Russian into Hindi in 2025.

9T HIgHE deisT SIATelaTd Je& foafoamed, 75 fooel & w6t 3t
g o wemeff &) ST 3 S fe e wnfeer W i 8, wreeR feritn
ARILET, ST T S IS HAT TRISERAT & T131 W 3N o 37T,
o AT FAIATGT o WIEAH § Tl U WRATT depiaal & ot o Afefcrsh
Hq 1 wTor oft 3 T2 B SR TG SR ST T T 370 01 S
fopw 2 o wft S7er % & H Wfeha §9 9 AEE 3 ) 2

T He HHT SaTelalied Je& g™ & 6 37ee oy 7 e
THEL % UE 9T RN | S JdI =@, FIGR SRalidethl, 3eiais
gAITore T, WIRR HIANTs @fed S &6t craeni 1 drfefcass Hiaai

qt@a@h@f aﬁﬁwﬁuwaﬂtww&ﬁ%ﬁl

Saulat Ali is a Research Scholar at the Centre of Russian Studies,

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. His research focuses on the
study of Russian language, literature, and culture.

TS T STaTetarTel He foraforerer, 78 foeett o & STem o | wiereff
HEGERU R I PR e AL E R R C I
TEplcrl Sl TS Tet AT, AT o1 3R GH o |Tel FH AT HAT ST
THTAT 2| Ao &, $eT Treat Rredr 37K 77ame 3Teae # ANEH o1 2, |1
&l ST eI 1 forehr AT 7R gEd i Ui e 2
TTTeet FHR TTE TAHH H SIATEATS 6 (A foaTers o T 3TE 3 §
AT BT 2|

TRE FAR A H e A% [qafoarerd & & T s §
AT BT 2|

TehsT AR ST ST H STATetalTel Hes forafereTer & &l ST 5
rremeff 2

T 2, D.Sc.(STH 3T HSH) 1998, G Tl WIST T, R,
v foeRr. feéat - wEft ST 3 AT (morphology T TTH S|
AT sutaTet ¥ FTaeh shi feift Sraretener Te& faafore & Tl reem
5 9 O T & TR I | TET H TIAhI § LI o) ITh! AT
3R Trfec | fowiy w21

T ST FdqE § SeTetaTd JeF foafaemed & 6t oTeaT &y
TR IR ST &

SaTtq fiE, STametard Je& faafammes, 78 oot & &t 3egg" F5 0
MY BT 8| IE AFATE o & § =Sl o @ &) ITh B o T & & —
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et s & &9 & Tt wmr F freor f T ggfoat ot w4 @
fe=d/ai2rstt & wrfefcass e 1 Tgame|

I UfSTeRR STaTetelel Je% fargfammer & Tt 31eaaT g 7 e 81
SR STOAT T o TrATqe ft Tt aTeare 3 & ot foram 21 weft v
zirereff o w9 7 I fafir e & ST AR # e o e
foRam 21

A TR STETeXele He% [qafoenerd & &l STered &g § v 21
SR STOAT T o TRrATqe ft Tt aTeare 3 & ot fopam 21 weft v
zirereff o w9 7 I fafir e & ST AR # e o e
[ERINS

G &t Tl 7T ST wnfee o fRreren 81 36 welt s R Afee
TS faeell & SaTet ATe T fafmme & it 21 S8 2023 | St 9T
T TEhfe X 7o dre=et st SuTfer smw <l 3 2017 & TEHIST garSie
foraforamer, ST § TeTE T &9 § LA oL 1 &

Goft S T 048 W et foraforrmer o el wd fo=r-3firms sterm
favmr & weTEe THeR % &9 | SRt § 3= ol i, W R
. fper, <t fefirat quf ot @ o adum § weft sterem 3 SETeteTe Jew
foraferarer, 73 foeet @ vt anfecy & Huwrdl. ot @ &) 37 Iy &
T T ATfecd 21 Sei U 3 s ariier & it form @
S TR T TRGh! o 1T o fISIN0T UL g T i THh1RTd T
E

Suhail Akhtar is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Foreign

Languages, Faculty of International Studies, Aligarh Muslim
University, where he has been serving since 2017. His research
interests include Russian Linguistics, Semiotic Studies, and Russian
Literature. Akhtar has published numerous research articles in the field
of Russian Studies. He has translated Andrei Platonov’s novel “The
Foundation Pit” into Hindi, as well as a collection of stories, including

Nikolai Karamzin’s “Poor Liza” into Hindi.

T FAR FATEAT e& faafoener o 6l ST &5 # e 2
SR STOAT T o TrATqe ft Tt aTeare 3 & ot fopam 21 weft v
zirereff o w9 7 I fafir T & STt AR # e o e
IERIK

Neeraj Dhankhar is an Associate Professor of Russian at the

Department of English and Other Foreign Languages, Mahatma
Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi. Her academic work focuses on
translation studies, intercultural communication, and the promotion of

Russian language education in India.
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SouT fRete Staretaer Je forafame & w6t st g o weneff R)
SR ST T o TIEATaeh ff Tt 7o g & oot fopam 21

3T IR STaTetetTel Je faraformer & &t e g o wiareff 8] s
ST EAT o TRATR i Tt sTere g & ot forar )

Ichy SIfeTd SaTeleliel He® fargfaamerd & St 3Te3aT hg | wieareff 81
SR ST T o TIEATaeh ff Tt 7o g & oot fopam 21

Rajeshwar Kant Dubey has completed his undergraduate and

postgraduate studies from the Centre of Russian Studies, School of
Language, Literature and Cultural Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University. Rajeshwar is currently pursuing his PhD from the Centre
for Russian and Central Asian Studies.

Sandeep Kumar Pandey is presently working as an Assistant Professor
in Centre of Russian Studies, SLL&CS, JNU and pursuing research in
the domain area of Balto-Slav Linguistics and Indian Language
System. His other area of interest is Mathematical Modelling and

Computational Linguistics.

Hftrar o SametaTe TeE fagfammem, 18 fooedt & w6t sremT hg °
yivemeff 8 32 I @ Tt wTr SR anfee AUt STdeh ST HIash T
faft g2

forshm <ol I o WA o & e % WA ETeE H w9
3187 o &0 o i 8| 58 Y6 i ant ook Hers fepaferener & et fomr
4 off ugr @ |eTgaTes S AT § U e | STaes 4 Wa § w6
1L o TR A freror & wishar &9 @ Fem fean R

Mitali Mittra is a distinguished professor of management and

marketing, renowned for her extensive academic and industry
expertise. Mittra holds an M.A. in Political Science and an M.A. in
Russian Language and Literature, alongside a Ph.D. and an MBA from
the United Kingdom. She is a prolific writer. Currently, she directs the
Kingston/RANEPA Pan-Asian MBA and master’s programs in
Moscow, where she has earned a reputation for exemplary teaching in
marketing. Drawing on her diverse international background, Mittra
offers a global perspective that enriches her consultancy work in
strategic marketing, leadership development, and cross-cultural
business practices.

Gagan Pant graduated from Venkateshwar College, Delhi University,
and completed postgraduate studies in Hindi, along with an Advanced
Diploma in Russian. In 1985, he received awards in poetry recitation
and translation competitions organized by the Institute of Russian
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Language at the Russian Embassy. From 1986 to 1991, he contributed
to All India Radio’s National Channel, Yuvavani, Commercial, and
Foreign Broadcasting Services through talks, poetry sessions, quizzes,
and contract announcing. He has studied Russian, Sanskrit, and
Japanese, and has worked as a translator, proof-reader, and editor for
the Ministries of Agriculture and Coal. His published works include
two novels, Tu Ya Main and Tu Aur Main.

ST SaTetaer T forafomme®, 78 fooett % w6 reagT g o weeff
E

AN FAR T, FEEF HE, FH FERM FE, AR A5E
foraforaeta, =€ feeett, wral

e ehTeT, ek 3reaTeh, wEll fasmT, sremaRe e sfeea forr
feraforemer, ToeRq, forem, Wil

GERH TS 3 T 91T SR Ao § Ft STeRM FE, Tae O Jew
fepforemera, 7% faeedt & diaarel &1 21 adA™ | $ % 9IS serat- 3 3
T OeEe 3 eI % Ue T FEd §

ATt i ST e foraferaner, 78 fieeft % w6t oo iz &
TR R ST &

iy TR SaTetaTer JeE fagafomme, 78 foeeft & &t st g A
HATqsh I ST 2|

feeaty) foramt Stemetere e faafommer, 7% focedt & & ster 5
yivemeff 8 32 I & Tt wTr SR anfee ¥ AUt ST ST HIashT
faft g2

Fig i, T-hen, Tl 3Te9e s, STt Je% fagfaemed, 15
faeet, wra. |

Saima Parveen is teaching Russian as a Foreign Language as Guest

Faculty for last 14 years at various places (Jamia Millia Islamia,
University of Delhi, School of Foreign Languages, Ministry of
Defence, Govt. of India and IGNOU). Coordinator of many
programmes at JMI. Ten years of working on research in the field of
Comparative study of Phraseology of Human Emotions in English,
Hindi and Russian.

TG T 1 ST 1995 H I T o ATSTHIG et # g1 21 =1 &t Aren
T, T, R 81 AT 7 3 3tefiTe it feraforrmers o forawft v feramr
T wlt s & oo, < (verm o) 3 foremeff &) 3= welt v S Anfeer &
T &Y TS 6 &1 H fory wfer ) et welt @ & o srfaq 7% seh! vt
BRI
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e fife ¥ ST o eATd Tt ST g & Iod Rrefor ww R 2. 3
T TS 3 |12 10 A 3 RTH! T TG 2. I8 ST Ffecd # Mphil
0 8. I T €7 et ot e 2. 56k JAera e uEd 3T
eIt strsamTaer i shetfaan ot oft e forarm 2. 3| ok o welt 3y 1 Rl
2 3fIT Tl 9T et 21

I 8T, SFaITeeh, SHTIAIT, shier, eheeh 3T SaTetairet e% forafaerner &
T 3TeE ohg T THITHUE TR & | 3 et wnfee, 3Tame S sim-fraqor
& &1 T U GrTd forg 8 3 fen s aied avr-foew & o s
ST §U & | ST TV 50 § S7ferer Jioh STJ1E o &9 H FhIT 8 bl
&, ] NBT g7 wehifare et o1 Siesft & Tt qe weft @ ot/ ofmish
U sl ol qEdeh ot AT € | 58 S, 3T 45§ Sl W oe
T SR ST afetetl # Fehird ot 9 &) froet 17 aut & o w6
SIS fewdt Tomet 7 STgaTe W@ &

iRt firsm 3 w=raes i feaft SteametaTe Tew foraforme & w4t e
5 € O T & TR I | TET § TIAhI § LI o) ITh! AR
iR wifeer # fogiw w21

Meeta Narain, a philologist, translator, writer and critic, is an alumni of
CRS, 1976 batch. Former professor & Chair, CRS (2016-18), she has
several books to her credit with distinguished contributions in teaching

and promotion of Russian Studies, for which she has been conferred
with the prestigious Pushkin Medal.

Aryalekshmi J.S is a research scholar in International Relations. My
doctoral study, “Bilateral Relations as a Pillar of Indo-Russian
Strategic Partnership: A Study,” investigates strategic, political, and
cultural dimensions of diplomacy. I aim to contribute to academic
discourse on global partnerships.

Sridita Raul has completed MA in Russian from Centre of Russian
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University. She has a great interest in
Russian Literature, Culture & Society.

Aiswaryalekshmi J. S. is a Research Scholar (Ph.D.) in Russian
Language and Literature at the Department of Russian, University of
Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, India.

Rajkumar Yadav, is a Russian Language teacher, based out of New
Delhi. He received his Bachelor’s, Master’s, MPhil and PhD degrees
from JNU, New Delhi. He has taught Russian language across multiple
Universities of Delhi as well as School of Foreign Language, Ministry
of Defence. He specializes in Russian pedagogical lexicography and
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his research work focuses on word frequency lists as a tool for Russian
Language Acquisition.

Ram Das Akella (B.Tech. [Chem. Engg.], M.A. and Ph.D. in Russian,
Diploma in French; languages known: Telugu [mother tongue],
English, Hindi, Russian, Marathi, French) taught Russian in Nagpur
University (1979-1993) and in Central Institute of English and Foreign
Languages, Hyderabad (1993-2017) (renamed English and Foreign
Languages University in 2007).

T HHR T T ATfeed ST (T o Gl 2l e foeet forafarener
¥ 3773 Nt q e foR o fisd o' avt @ e e
fepaferemera (STey), 3 faeeft o fRyator wsh <t s o wer 2| et et we
TTfee, FTATE ST IR &1 SR 3o @ g &1 § IS g
T T ST GTEhI0T Tt 3R Hfec o STasd hl Te qwet T&qd
T forery &9 9 FHfxa 21

RN I, T 9T 3 A1ReT H AT & T/ AR L
feifiaftee fafiel, @ & diua.S. St 3urfe a1 ) $eh! fomiy &f=r
IFATE, HTHT-STEAT ST Tl e § 8| 379 T To i TG SR rdstehl
1 FEH TS R AW G Y TG it et iane foram 2, |
& I Tenrewht T aaredt S wlismenstt #1 STaTE Wi W R
AT H AR ST et (e forafornern) # weTereh STeaTieh & &9 #
T B

Harsha Narang is a Research Scholar (Ph.D.) in Russian Language and
Literature at the Centre of Russian Studies, JNU, New Delhi.

Ranjana Banerjee is currently a Professor at the Centre of Russian

Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University. She completed her MA in
Russian Philology from Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia,
Moscow. She earned her Ph.D. (in Literature) from the Institute of
Oriental Studies, Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russian Federation.
Her area of specialization is Russian literature and culture, as well as
the comparative study of literature. She has more than 55 publications;
has presented papers at several national and international conferences
and seminars, and given invited lectures at various institutes and
universities of India and Russia. She is also engaged in the translation

of literary works.






