About the Seminar

The International seminar on 7-8 August 2025 at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi, in collaboration with the
ICSSR, titled Birsa Munda and Decolonizing Janjatiya
Studies, aims to reshape the narrative surrounding India’s
Janjatiya (Adivasi) communities by focusing on the life,
philosophy, and resistance of Birsa Munda. Celebrated as an
iconic figure in India’s fight against colonial and feudal
domination, Birsa Munda embodies the resilient spirit of
Adivasi identity and self-assertion. His leadership in the
Ulgulan (Great Rebellion) of 1899-1900 was not merely a
political uprising but also a profound declaration of cultural
autonomy, ecological values, and indigenous wisdom. This
seminar endeavors to challenge the colonial, postcolonial, and
mainstream perspectives that have frequently sidelined or
oversimplified Janjatiya experiences. By delving into Birsa
Munda’s legacy, it raises essential questions: How can we
decolonize the historical and intellectual frameworks of
Janjatiya studies? In what ways can Birsa’s vision inform
modern efforts to advance Adivasi rights, land justice, and
socio-cultural renewal? Bringing together insights from
history, sociology, anthropology, literature, and translation
studies, this interdisciplinary exchange underscores the
urgency of elevating indigenous perspectives in both
scholarly and public spheres. Key themes include land
dispossession, cultural suppression, environmental equity,
and the interplay between Janjatiya worldviews and
contemporary life. A special focus will be placed on the role
of translation in bridging Adivasi oral traditions and Birsa’s
teachings to wider audiences, while critiquing the limitations
of dominant languages in reflecting the depth of Janjatiya
realities. The seminar ultimately positions Birsa Munda as a
central figure in global conversations on decolonization,
indigenous rights, and ecological sustainability, proposing
new directions for academic research to resonate with the
lived experiences and ambitions of India’s Janjatiya peoples.
Through this effort, the seminar aspires to cultivate a more
inclusive, reflective, and forward-looking approach to
Janjatiya studies.
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Abstracts are invited for this international
seminar. Abstracts should be uploaded in
English or Hindi at the given Google form.

Sub-Themes

Birsa Munda: Life, Legacy, and Philosophy
Decolonizing Adivasi Historiography

The Centrality of Land and Forests in
Adivasi Life, Philosophy, and Livelihood.
Adivasi Knowledge Systems and
Epistemology.

Cultural Sovereignty and the Erasure of
Tribal Cultures in Dominant Narratives.
Limitations of Colonial Methodologies in
Research.

Adivasi Literature and the Process of
Decolonization.

Translation of Adivasi Texts and the Process
of Decolonization.

Adivasi Studies in Academic Spheres, Its
Importance and Limitations.

Important Dates:

Last date for submitting abstracts:

e 15th May 2025
Notification of approved abstracts:

e 20th May 2025
Last date for submitting full papers:

e 15th June 2025
Last Date for seminar registration:

* 15th June 2025
Notification of approved full papers and invitation:

e 7th July 2025

Registration Link
Click here for Registration

Registration Fee and details

INR 500 for Indian Students and Research Scholars
INR 1000 for Indian Faculty

INR 3000 for Foreign Participants

Account Details for Payment

Account Holder Name: JNU Sponsored
Seminar & Conference A/c

Account No.: 35404650496

IFSC: SBIN0010441 Bank: SBI
Branch: JNU New Campus

MICR No. 110002428

Chief Patron:

Prof. Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit

Vice Chancellor

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Organizing Committee:

Prof. Shoba Sivasankaran

Dean, School of Language, Literature and
Culture Studies, INU, New Delhi

Prof. Bandana Jha

Chairperson, Center of Indian Languages,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
Dr. Ganga Sahay Meena

Convener, CIL, JINU

Contact: 9559446996, 8853087242
jnuictribal@agmail.com
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