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Course Contents

VI

Canadian Politics: approaches, perspectives & ideas; societal factors and economic
forces; political culture; Canadian political thought. Charter of Rights & Freedom.

Political Institutions: Constitutional foundations; legislative politics; role of
Executive; judiciary: structure & process. Judicial Review.

Federal Structures and Policy Process; reasons for federalism; federalism and
Policy-making process; inter-governmental relations; fiscal federalism.
Economic liberalisation process and tensions within federation. Quebec and
The political process

Party System: origin and evolution of party system; major political parties;
Brokerage politics; role of minor parties. Electoral system and its consequences
Party finance and special interests

Non-party activity and expression: pressure groups and political movements;
Language politics; movements of ‘first nations’. Civil Society in Canada.

Media, politics, and democracy: role and ownership; shaping of
the public opinion
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