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This course intends to introduce students broadly to the United States as a society and to 
American ideas, institutions, culture, and social problems that are and continue to be typically 
American.  

As important as how the world perceives America is the question of how Americans look at 
themselves and what measures they take—political, social, and economic—to preserve the 
United States as an “exceptional” nation in the post-modern world. 

Classroom instruction will be directed to help students develop wide knowledge of America as a 
diverse and complex society with its own institutions and distinct culture, yet a “nation of 
immigrants” like no other. This course aims at giving students a “sense” of America, and at 
inculcating in them the understanding that politics in America is not merely a struggle for power 
but a concerted attempt to acquire freedom, equality, and justice for all Americans.   

 

 

 

 

 



Course Content  
Unit I: Studying American society 

1. Why study American society 
2. The characteristics of American society 
3. The historical, functionalist, and conflict approaches 

 
Unit II: The American idea 

1. A nation of immigrants 
2. The land of opportunity 
3. Among many, one 
4. One nation under God 

 
Unit III: American ideals  

1. Personal (competition, merit, honesty, hard work, rewards and punishments) 
2. Political (liberty, equality, rights, individualism, republicanism, democracy) 
3. Economic (free enterprise, absence of feudalism, Protestant work ethic, consumerism) 
4. Foreign policy (nationalistic universalism, global leadership) 

 
Unit IV: Americanism and American popular culture 

1. Americanism (American language, sports, dress, cuisine and beverage, national symbols and 
festivals) 

2. American popular culture (Hollywood, Broadway, talk radio, television, newspapers and 
magazines) 

 
Unit V: Ideologies in the United States 

1. Euro-American (conservatism, liberalism, socialism, environmentalism, American Marxism, 
libertarianism)  

2. American ideologies (nativism, cultural pluralism) 
 
Unit VI: Select socio-political issues and movements in the United States 

1. Issues (gun violence, abortion, homelessness, school-prayer, racist violence, health care, 
immigration reform, assimilation, balanced budget, the Mob, same-sex marriage, terrorism) 

2. Movements (Americanization, abolitionist, temperance, civil rights, labor, feminist, gay and 
lesbian, states’ rights, anti-war, Official English) 

 
Unit VII: Minorities in the United States 
1. Approaches to the study of minorities 
2. Ethno-cultural minorities (Hispanics) 
3. Racial minorities (African-Americans and Native Americans) 
4. Religious minorities (Jews, Moslems, and others) 
 

Unit VIII: Recollections from American collective memory 
1. Violence and arson (Watts riots) 
2. Assassinations (JFK, MLK, RFK)  
3. Foreign policy setbacks (Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq) 
4. Presidential intrigue and inappropriate behavior (Watergate, Iran-Contra, Monica Lewinsky) 
5. Terrorism and national security (9/11) 
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