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Course Objectives

The course is intended to provide the basic tools for research in the field of international law.
The course will also introduce students to various prevailing theoretical approaches in
international legal research. At the basic level, the course will outline various research
methods used in legal research, international law in particular. The course seeks to primarily
focus on the unique and special nature of international legal research in the larger context of
international relations and international institutions/organisations. It will also seek to study
and understand the role and application of international law in shaping the contours and
working of domestic legal systems including formulation of regulations and policy
framework. Sourcing of international legal research tools in various forms will also constitute
the basis of this course. Along with these, the course will also deal with the practical aspects
of contents and structures of legal writings in general, with specific focus on international
legal research writing in particular.

Course Teaching and Assessment:

The Course will have four hours of teaching in a week spread over the entire semester. The
Course assessment will be based on two parameters. One, the theoretical aspects, class room
teaching and class room presentations/writings will form 70 % of the course work. The
assessment of the remaining 30 % will be on the preparation of a draft research synopsis and
its presentation under the supervision of the course teachers.

Learning Outcomes:

The course will equip students with basic research methodology tools. It will provide them
an understanding of the existing theoretical frameworks within legal, in particular,
international legal research. It will also equip students to decide upon and identify their
research areas and also how to write their synopsis focusing on various aspects of its
contents. Students will be exposed to case methods of study of international law and equip
them to use such case studies in their core research work.

Course Outline:



Understanding the meaning and scope of legal research; Delineation of legal research from
the mainstream social science research; Unique nature of international legal research; Indian
contribution to international legal research

Types of Research: Descriptive, Empirical, Analytical, Historical and Doctrinal;
Comparativelegal research methods; Soft Law and Hard Law concepts in international legal
research; Survey and Case Study Research in International Law;

Various Approaches to study international law; Indian/Asian Approaches, Trans-
Civilizational Approach; Positivism, New Haven Policy-Oriented Approach, Critical Legal
Studies, Feminist Approaches, Third World Approaches to International Law (TWAIL);

Identifying Primary and Secondary Sources in International Law; Nature and Formation of
Customary International Law; Interpreting Treaties (multilateral and bilateral); General
Principles of International Law; Declarations and Guidelines;

Researching International Law through National and International Adjudicatory Institutions;

Structure of Research Proposal; Review of Literature and Thematic Survey of Topics;
Designing Research Questions; Formulation of Hypothesis; Finding the Research Gap.

Footnoting Styles; SIS Manual and Other Styles; Plagiarism and related
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Technology and International Legal Research
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