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Course Description: 

 This course titled, “Asia-Pacific Multilateralism” is designed to introduce scholars to 

the realm of different powers increasingly coming together in the erstwhile Asia-Pacific region, 

which has now come to be known as the Indo-Pacific region. (This course originally designed 

for M.Phil programme by Prof. GVC Naidu, who retired in 2018 will be submitted to the 

School for title change from “Asia-Pacific Multilateralism” to “Indo-Pacific Multilateralism” 

with revisions to better accommodate the issues concerning multilateralism in the Indo-Pacific 

region.) Since multilateralism constitutes an important subject in the political dynamics of the 

Indo-Pacific region, the course will be offered to the scholars of the centre with the existing 

title but will be taught keeping in mind the evolved status of the erstwhile Asia-Pacific region.  

  This course will examine increasing interdependence in the Indo-Pacific region. The 

emergence of complex issues in the Indo-Pacific region coupled with strong belief in the 

benefits of multilateral cooperation has led to dynamic developments in the practice of 

multilateralism in the Indo-Pacific region. The coordination of national policies through 

multilateral set-up in the Indo-Pacific region will be explored. The course is designed for those 

interested in pursuing Ph.D. programme at Centre for Indo-Pacific Studies (SIS/JNU) and 

requires students to attend and actively participate in class each week.  

 

Course Objectives 

o To understand and apply concepts to explain and assess multilateralism as well as the 

main drivers for increasing coming together in the erstwhile Asia-Pacific (now Indo-

Pacific). 

o To further stimulate interest and curiosity in the Indo-Pacific region.  

 

 



Learning Outcomes 

 Scholars who successfully complete this course will be able to: 

o Demonstrate proficiency in multilateralism in international politics.  

o Explain issues that are driving multilateralism in the Indo-Pacific region.  

o Describe the complex interdependence playing out in the Indo-Pacific. 

o Illustrate the ways in which the Indo-Pacific region is shaping contemporary 

international politics. 

o Interpret links between national interest and convergences among actors in the Indo-

Pacific.  

o Critically analyse published studies on the region.  

o Recognise the major powers in the region and evaluate the dimensions and efficacy of 

their power in the Indo-Pacific. 

o Demonstrate proficiency in objectively assessing and interpreting the political 

dynamics of the Indo-Pacific region. 

 

Evaluation Method 

o Class Participation & Assignments –     25% 

o Mid-Semester Assessment (Term Paper/Book Review) –  25% 

o End Semester Exam –      50% 

 

Course Content 

1. Theoretical Debate on Multilateralism 

o Broad theoretical arguments of various schools of thought on multilateralism 

o Multilateral norms and institutions 

 

2. Multilateralism in the Asia-Pacific 

o Background to the genesis of Asia-Pacific multilateralism – economic as well 

as security. Though the Cold War experience is briefly discussed, much of the 

emphasis would be on the post-Cold War era. 

 

3. ASEAN and Asia-Pacific Multilateralism 

o ASEAN’s own experience as a sub-regional multilateral framework 

o ASEAN’s key role as the rallying point and as a driving force behind regional 

multilateralism. 

 

4. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 

o The origins and evolution of APEC over the years; its achievements and 

shortcomings. 

 

5. Asia-Pacific Security Multilateralism 

o Brief discussion on issues in Asia-Pacific security 

o ASEAN Regional Forum – ARF and Asia Pacific regional security 



o ARF’s strengths and weaknesses 

o ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting (ADMM) 

o ADMM-Plus 

 

6. ASEAN Plus Three (APT) and East Asia Summit (EAS) 

o APT as a mechanism to promote economic cooperation 

o APT’s Chiang Mai Initiative 

o The politics of EAS and its role in ‘community building’. 

 

7. Asia-Pacific Economic Multilateralism  

o Emerging Asia-Pacific economic order 

o Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 

o Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

 

8. Other Regional Frameworks 

o BIMSTEC and Ganga-Mekong Cooperation 

o Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

 

9. India and Asia-Pacific Multilateralism  

o India’s evolving attitude towards Asia Pacific multilateral mechanisms  

 

10. Regional Multilateralism and Security – An Assessment 
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