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Course outline: 

Globalization is one of the most important and contested areas of study for social scientists. 

Globalization is a multidimensional process and its effects too are varied and complex. There 

have been distinctive social changes associated with globalization in the last few decades. 

Understanding these changes requires an understanding of general processes of social change 

and globalization as a process of social change. In this course, we will focus upon what are 

the causes and consequences of the process of globalization with special emphasis on the 

cultural aspects. It also aims to focus on social and cultural differences and transformations in 

contemporary societies; it will establish the importance of a global approach to the study of 

contemporary societies and the impact of globalization. 

Course Objectives:  

The purpose of the course is to familiarize and equip students with a basic understanding of 

the process of globalisation, how is it impacting culture and societies, perspectives, and 

theoretical debates so that they make informed choices for their doctoral research. 

Course Outcomes: 

 Conceptual understanding of culture, society, and globalisation  

 Basic concepts in culture and theoretical frameworks 

 Waves of globalisation, the process of internationalisation 

 Strands of globalisation: Social, Cultural, Economic, Political 

 Approaches to globalisation: Hyperglobalists, Transformationalists, Sceptics 

 International migration and crisis 

 Backlash to globalisation and Anti-globalisation movements 



 

Evaluation Methods: 

Term paper, Presentation, Assignments/book review, Class participation, end-semester 

examination 

Course content: 

Section I 

Dr. Sheetal Sharma  

The topics covered in section I will introduce the concept of culture, change and 

understanding the process of globalisation as one of the processes of social change. As 

globalisation has altered the nature and structure of socio-cultural, political and economic 

structures of society, the topics will offer a comprehensive understating of the theoretical 

perspectives and approach to analyse the concept of social change, the process of 

globalisation, and its impact upon culture and society. It will further delve into examining the 

anti-globalisation movements and their causes. The section also deals with the international 

migration and movement of people and communities as a consequence of rapid 

internationalisation and its impact on individuals and societies. 

 Understanding culture, society, and theories of social change 

 Globalization and social change 

o Conceptualizing globalization and the idea of a Global Village 

o Causes and consequences 

 Aspects of globalization 

o The global economy, technology and globalization 

o Culture and change  

o Religion politics and Conflict 

 Approaches and perspectives on globalization 

o Hyperglobalists, transformationalist, sceptics 

o Global Culture, Glocalization and Impact on Regions (India and Europe) 

 Globalisation and Migration 

 Globalisation and Indian Diaspora in Europe 

 Cultural Diplomacy, people-to-people connect 

Section II 

Dr. Preeti D. Das 

Learning Outcome  

 Have a comprehensive understanding of the concepts – globalisation, social 

change and culture in general. The focus shall be on India and Russia. 



 Understand the Russian perspective on globalisation and culture through the 

changing contours of the socio-political and economic system 

 Comprehend the future of socio-cultural development against the backdrop of 

the Russo-Ukraine War 

 

Course Content 

 

Unit 1. – This unit will introduce the conceptual understanding of culture and its 

relation to globalisation. Culture as an indispensable concept for the movement of 

ideas, goods and people remains complicated. Class discussion would focus on social 

evolution, religious practices, traditional cultures and conflict as to how they 

influence the contemporaryunderstanding of socio-cultural development. The 

discussion would be based on the Indian, Russian & Central Asian societies from the 

regional and global perspective. 

 

Unit 2. – The unit will provide a base for understanding culture and social change 

from the historical and geographical perspective. It will also provide a detailed 

understanding of globalization from a historical perspective. The class discussion will 

touch upon various modes of cultural analysis and social change, and how we form 

cultural identitiesin general with a focuson Russian society. 

 

Unit 3. - Globalization – theoretical issues and debates - The unit covers various 

contemporary theoretical discourses andperspectives on globalization (Primarily 

Indian and Russian). It investigates the transformation in India and Russia illustrating 

the connection between academic theory and how it translates into reality.  

 

Unit 4. –This unit discusses issues related to the rising concern of global security. It 

will highlight how culture can be used or misused in shaping the global narrative. 

Class discussion would be on the discourses and debates on security post-Ukrainian 

crisis. 

 

Unit 5. – The focus of the unit is on the uncertainties brought by globalisation for 

human society as well as the environment. Despite the realisation of climate change as 

a universal threat, there is sluggishness in responding to these crises which would be 

vital for this unit. What role does culture play in shaping the response of global 

societies? 
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Note: The reading list will be updated regularly, to include more articles and books on 

contemporary themes. 


