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Course Objective

The course offers an alternative way of understanding international politics and the world
around us by using feminist theoretical perspectives and the concept of gender as an analytical
category. It addresses the limitations of the existing theoretical approaches to studying
international politics and enlarges the scope of understanding international politics in the
context of changing global order and governance. The assessment tasks of the course aim to
build students’ skills for research, analysis and oral and written communication. The course
views gender as a global and changing issue expanding in scope. The course also enables the
student to develop a global view on issues of power from the standpoints of local social
movements in a perspective that incorporates the critical notions of gender. In addition, it is
intended to demystify the gendered perceptions of international politics and inform the
knowledge gap in thinking about the subject.

Learning Outcomes

After successfully completing the course, the student acquires the following competencies.

1. Understand the significance of the concept of gender in studying international politics

2. ldentifying key concepts in feminist approaches to international politics, state,
sovereignty, global issues, security, market etc

3. Analyse the works of main feminist International Politics thinkers, and view the world
around us from various perspectives.

4. Acquire critical and analytical skills to assess the gendered nature of international
politics as a discipline and practice

5. Apply gender and feminist theories, western and non-western, in analysing
contemporary issues in world politics, the economy and diverse experiences.

6. Develop spoken and written communication skills to interact with the academic and
other appropriate audiences.

7. The students acquire academic writing and presentation skills with personal and
academic honesty and integrity, i.e., without getting trapped in plagiarism, etc.



Evaluation Methods

The course teacher will explain to students enrolled on the course about the evaluation methods
in the class.

1. Class Performance (10 Marks)
This includes attendance, participation in lectures, and contribution to the discussion in
the class. Those who miss the class for unavoidable reasons, if they want to be assessed
for the missed class, will have to submit 500 words written assignment on the topic or
question discussed in the lecture and the relevant reading for the missed class by the
due date deadline. After the deadline, no written work compensating for the absent class
will be accepted without evidence of valid reason.

2. Term Paper and Seminar (15 Marks)

All the students must submit a term paper on a topic of their choice (2500-3500 words).
The structure of the term paper must include a clear statement of the problem,
theoretical/conceptual framework, analytical arguments presented with logical link and
flow, a conclusion and notes and references (7-8 references at least). Students must do
their own research by using the reading list and other relevant materials that they find
independently. They must submit the term paper in compliance with the university’s
plagiarism prohibition rules. Along with the term paper, students must submit a
declaration stating that their work is original, not copied from any source and not
submitted anywhere else in partial or full. Students should submit the term paper by the
due date deadline. After the deadline, no term paper submission will be entertained
without evidence of valid reason. Students need to make a presentation of the term
paper in a class seminar.

3. Book Presentation, Group Discussion and Quiz (15 Marks)

1. All the students need to discuss a book either selected from the reading list or the
latest relevant publication not listed in the reading (30 minutes). 2. They need to form
groups and make a presentation on a relevant topic related to the course and initiate
group discussions on various aspects of the same (one hour duration). 3. Likewise,
there will be six short-term quizzes for students, and the score of the best four will be
considered for assessment. The quizzes are for 10-20 minutes at the start of the class
based on the list of readings for the course.

4. Review of Book/Article and Other Relevant Resources (10)
Students need to write a book or article review (600 words) by choosing from the
reading list, or book/article relevant to the course found independently. Students need
to review relevant visual materials like films and documentaries or media reports by
applying concepts and theoretical approaches that they learned from the course. The
film review is assessed through screening, followed by discussion and media through
relevant content analysis (3 hours).

5. End Semester Examination (50 Marks)
The end-semester examination is of three hours. Students need to answer questions in
three parts, A, B, and C. Part A includes one essay (25 marks), Part B has three short
answers (15 marks), and Part C has definitions of five concepts (10 marks).
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Note: In the case of students with disability and exceptional circumstances, the evaluation
requirement will be modified in accordance with university rules to consider their special
needs.

Course Content

1. Understanding Gender

Difference between gender and sex: Issues and debates
Politics of knowledge: A critique of IR epistemology
Multiple Sexualities: Femininity and LGBTQ

Men and Masculinity

oOwp

2. Understanding international politics: Feminist Critique of national security,
realism, neo-realism, constructivism, critical theory, post-modernism
a. Liberal Feminism
b. Radical Feminism
c. Socialist Feminism
d. Postmodern Feminism
e. Postcolonial feminism
f. Ecological feminism
g. Feminism and Queer Politics
h. Digital Feminism

3. Gender and World Order
a. Global issues
b. Globalization
c. Global governance, Institutions and Human rights
d. Global Democracy and Media Representation of gender issues

4. Gendered nature of the state, security, sovereignty, market, media
a. non-state actors
b. Militarism, War, Conflict and Violence
c. Migration and Refugees
d. Security, Diplomacy and Peace
e. Women, Peace and Security Agenda
f. Digitalization, social media, and Cyber Space Issues
g. Feminist Global Health Security: pandemic, epidemic, war etc

5. Global Political Economy of Development
a. Women in Development
b. Gender and Development
c. Millennium Development Goals
d. Sustainable Development Goals
e. Feminist Critique of Neo-liberalism
f. Gender and Environment



g. Gender and the Global Pandemic

6. Feminist IR: Indian Perspectives
a. New Social Movements: Anti-Globalization and Ecological Movements: Linking
local to the global with a feminist perspective
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