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Course Objectives

The course examines the Social and Political Development of the fifteen post-Soviet states since
1991, which can be divided into four regions/groups i.e. (a) Russia, Ukraine, Moldova and
Belarus, (b) Central Asia (c) Trans Caucasus and (d) Baltic States. Their development has
followed different transition paths: from a considerably successful adoption of the institutions
and processes of democracy to various forms of semi-authoritarian political systems. Some of
these states, e.g.the Baltic States, have followed a western orientation and “return to Europe”
approach in their transition to liberal democracy and market economy. They have joined NATO
and the EU and adopted de-Sovietization to ensure national security, development and
consolidation of democracy. Some others, e.g. Ukraine, Georgia etc. wish to adopt similar path,
while others have either joined Russian-sponsored regional groupings (CSTO and Eurasian

Economic Union). There are some which have adopted neutrality/non-alignment (Turkmenistan,
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Azerbaijan) or wish to follow an autonomous approach for ensuring security and defending
national interests.Regional and local politics have become a prominent focus of politics
throughout the former Soviet Union, as have the dynamics of ethnic and group identities. There
have been other events such as the so-called ‘colour revolutions’ which demonstrate that politics
in this region continues to be unpredictable. The course will adopt a comparative approach,
aiming to explore political and social patterns of development in the post-Soviet states, including
the Russian Federation. The focus of the course will be on both grouping topics as well as

countries region wise.

Learning outcomes:

- To help students acquire knowledge of key historical events, and the social, political, and

economic transformation in the Eurasian region.

- To equip them with relevant methodologies,as well as comparative and interdisciplinary
approachesto better understand the developments in the region.

- To inculcate basic competencies required for understanding the area studies.

Evaluation Method:

Term Paper/Seminar Presentation (10 percent), Mid-Semester Exam (20 percent), Class

Participation (10 percent), and End Semester Exam (60 percent).

Course Content: Topics

e History, Memory, and ldentity Politics;

e Socio-economic and Political Transition/ Transformation;

e Types of Political Systems; and Political Culture

e Civil Society And Social Development;Transnational Networks

e Nationalism, Ethnicity, and Minorities



e Ethnic conflicts and Colour Revolutions;
e Political Parties, Electoral Politics, and Women’s Representation

e Pandemic, Changing Role of State and Public Health Security
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Company.

e Broers, Lawrence (2019), Armenia and Azerbaijan: Anatomy of a Rivalry, Edinburgh:
Edinburgh University Press Ltd.
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Deportation Memoirs from the Baltic States, Budapest: Central European University
Press.
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States: Between National and European Integration, Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.
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Multiparty Politics, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

e Jones, Stephen (2013), Georgia: A Political History since Independence, I. B. Tauris and
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e Khalid, Adeeb (2011), Central Asia: A New History from Imperial Conquest to the
Present, Princeton: Princeton University Press.

e Milksoo, Maria (2018), “A Baltic Struggle for a “European Memory”: The Militant
Mnemo-politics of the Soviet Story”, Journal of Genocide Research, 20(4): 530-544.
URL:https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2018.1522828.

e Remington, Thomas (2017), Politics in Russia, Oxon and New York: Routledge.

e Sakwa, Richard (2021), Russian Politics and Society, London and New York: Routledge.
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Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.
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Delhi: Adroit Publishers.

e Waal, Thomas De. (2018), The Caucasus: An Introduction, Oxford University Press,
Oxford.
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e White, Stephen (2012), Understanding Russian Politics, New York: Cambridge
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2020 Referendum on Russia’s Constitutional Amendments”, Russian Politics, 6 (3): 355-
376.

Karklins, Rasma (2021), Integration in Latvia: A Success Story?,Journal of Baltic
Studies, 52 (3): 455-470.

Kaskla, Edgar (2003), “The national woman: Constructing gender roles in Estonia,”
Journal of Baltic Studies, 34(3): 298-312, DOI: 10.1080/01629770300000101.
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