Seminar Course

Title: Eurasia and the World

Program: MA PISM

Course Instructor: Dr Preeti D Das, CR&CAS/ SIS

Instruction Method: Lectures, Seminars, and Interactive sessions
Evaluation Method: Term Paper, Presentations, and sessional
Duration: One Semester (Monsoon)

Contact Hour: 3 per week

Credit: 4 (Four)

Course Description:

Course code: 1S460

This seminarcourse aims to introduce the concept of Area Studies and its significance in the
modern globalized world. The prime focus would be Eurasia and critical thinking on various
issues of contemporary Eurasia. The courseattempts to introduce students to understand the
cultural traits of Eurasia,ideological inclination, and creating awarenessabout domestic issues
which would help the students to understand the relevance of Eurasia and its engagements in
world affairs.

Course Objective:

A. Research Oriented
1. to develop skills and understanding of Eurasia,
2. better understand and evaluate Eurasian culture, trends, and ideology,
3. identify strengths and weaknesses to have better outcomes at the policy level
B. Cultural Engagements
1. Developing Experience and understanding ofthe impact of cultural values in
relation to the ‘Other’
2. Engage in constructive discussion on the Eurasian Integration process

COURSE CONTENT:

Unit One: Conceptual Understanding of Eurasia and Eurasianism

During the first week, the discussion would be around the concept of Eurasia and the emergence
of Eurasianism. It will provide a broad understanding of the civilisational aspects of the
emergence of the concept as a historical-geographical entity.The unit primarily explores the



intersection of geography, societies, and cultureThis involves the discussion onclassical Eurasian
concepts and the evolution of Neo-Eurasianism.

Unit Two: Eurasia in the Globalized World

The focus of the unit would be on theoretical understanding of Eurasia — theories of classical and
critical geopolitics. Detailed discussion on thecontribution of geographical landscape i.e.
topography, climate and environment to the Eurasian concept and key strategic choices. The
discussion touches upon questions of whether Russia and the West are engaged in a zero-sum
competition in Eurasia.

Unit Three: Socio-Cultural Aspects of Eurasia during the Post-Soviet Period

The unit focuses on the relationship between Russia and key players inthe Eurasian region. This unit
introduces the theories of classical and Neo-Eurasianist’ including an introduction to the origin of
Eurasia as a geographic and cultural space, where religion prominently figures in identity dynamics.

Unit Four: Ethno-National Issues — Economy and Societies of Eurasia

The Unit will touch upon the ethnic challenges, discussion on Nation Building travails, National
and ethnic identity. The presentations will have detailed discussion on the Eurasian Integration
discourses focusing on Eurasian ideology and cultural integration.
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