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     Course Statement 
 

 

 

The last decade of the twentieth century witnessed number of ethnic conflicts and rise of 

nationalisms, posing serious challenge to security and stability in many parts of the world. This 

era also witnessed entry of several new nation-states to the international system. As a result of 

these developments, concepts like ethnicity and nation gained wider parlance in the discipline 

of political science. Nationalism and its potential to ignite conflict drew attention of many 

experts of International Relations. It started a fresh debate on concepts like nation-states, nation-

building, multi-ethnic states, and ethnic minorities. 

Ethnicity, nation, and nationalism have transformed the way we understand global politics, as 

they have been closely associated with conflict, cooperation, identity, and legitimacy in 

International Relations. Despite this, in most IR curricula, they remain scattered across different 

modules, lacking a coherent framework. This course tries to fill that gap, providing a 

comprehensive engagement with concepts, approaches, and case studies to clarify how ethnicity 

and nationalism shape the international system. The rationale of this course is to make students 

explore the roots and dynamics of ethno-national conflicts through critical understanding of 

these concepts. 



2 

 

 

Course Objectives 

1. To create a comprehensive framework for students to understand the concepts of ethnicity 

and nationalism. 

2. To make these key concepts and their applications simpler through case studies, 

simulations, and audio-visual media.  

3. To train students to explore the roots and dynamics of any ethno-national issues or conflicts 

across the globe. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this course, students will be able to; 

1. Develop conceptual understanding on ethnicity, nation and nationalism especially in the 

context of International Relations. 

2. Comprehend various approaches, debates and theories surrounding these concepts. 

3. Analyse the historical evolution of nation and nationalism in Europe, and their 

manifestations in the post-colonial and post-communist states. 

4. Examine and understand contemporary issues and conflicts where ethnicity and 

nationalism play defining roles. 

Instruction Methods 
 

  

1. Lectures 

2. Discussions and Debates 

3. Trivia Quizzes  

4. Audio-visual media 

5. Simulation  

Evaluation Methods 

 

1. Op-ed Write-up    (10%) 

2. Class Simulation    (10%) 

3. Participation in Class Discussions  (10%) 

4. Group Presentation on Case Studies (20%) 

5. End-Semester Exam    (50%) 



 

 

Course Outline 

 
Module I: Conceptualizing Ethnicity and Nationalism 

This unit will introduce the concepts of Ethnicity, Nation, Nation-State, and Nationalism. Apart 

from creating the basic understanding of these terms, focus shall be on explaining the key 

attributes, usages and differences. It will cover: 

1. Ethnicity and Nation 

2. Nation-State and Nationalism 

3. National Identity and Nation-Building 

 

Module II: Approaches and Debates 

This unit will delve into various approaches and debates relating to Ethnicity and Nation. Various 

thinkers and theories including Primordialism and Constructivism will be discussed in detail. It 

will also include the Ethnic-Civic dichotomy of nationalism. It will cover: 

1. Primordialism  

2. Constructivism - Modernism - Instrumentalism 

3. Nationalism: Civic vs Ethnic Debate 

 

Module III: Historical Evolution 

This unit will describe the historical developments mainly in the medieval and modern Europe 

that led to emergence of the concepts like nation, nation-state and nationalism. Special attention 

would be given to the role of ethnicity in this evolution. It will cover: 

1. Westphalia and the Nation-State System 

2. Rise of Nationalism in Europe 

3. Imperialism and World Wars 

 

Module IV: Post-Colonial Experiences 

This chapter will look at the process of de-colonisation and its impact on nation-state system. 

After general introduction to the post-colonial national experiences, select case studies from Asia 

and Africa will be taken up for in-depth understanding of ethnic conflicts. It will cover:  

1. National Struggles for Independence and De-colonisation 

2. Post-colonial Nationalisms and Nation-Building 

3. Ethnic Cleavages and Conflicts (Selected Case Studies) 

 

 



 

 

Module V: Post-Socialist Experiences 

This chapter will deal with the post-Socialist experiences. The Ethnic/National question in the 

erstwhile multi-ethnic Socialist states like Soviet Union and Yugoslavia will be discussed. Select 

Case Studies from Eurasia and the Balkans will be studied to understand the Ethno-National 

complexities of this region. It will cover: 

1. Impact of Soviet Nationality Policy 

2. Post-Socialist Nation-Building 

3. Ethnic Conflicts in Eurasia and the Balkans (Selected Case Studies) 
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