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Course Objectives:

Russia, with its unique civilization, and imperial and Soviet-Communist past, has played

an important role in Europe, Asia, and the world during the last three centuries. It has

also been a close friend and partner of India for the past seven decades. Belying

predictions of its decline it has reasserted its global position, not just militarily but also as

a challenger to US-Western dominance. The focus of this course will be to develop an

Indian perspective, beyond the cliched stereotypes, about this very important country.

Learning Outcomes:

e To highlight Russia’s geopolitical importance, natural (including energy) and

scientific resources, and military prowess, which makes it an influential

global player.

e To create an understanding of the main determinants, priorities and

trajectories of Russia’s foreign policy.

e To evolve a new framework and perspective to study Russia - India ties at

bilateral, regional, and global levels.



Evaluation Method:

Term Paper/ Seminar Presentation (10 percent), Mid-Semester Exam (20 percent), Class

Participation (10 percent), and End Semester Exam (60 percent).

COURSE CONTENT:

l. BACKGROUND

Major Principles of Soviet Foreign Policy.
Perestroika and Transformation of Soviet Foreign Policy.

1. FOREIGN POLICY OF NEW RUSSIA

Determinants of Russia’s Foreign Policy: History and Identity,
Location and Resources, Domestic Politics and Leadership, Regional
Dynamics and Global Geopolitics, etc.

Major debates on Russian Foreign Policy.

The Foreign Policy and National Security Concepts of the Russian
Federation.

Evolution of Foreign Policy of New Russia since 1991.

I1l.  RUSSIA’S RELATION WITH SELECT REGIONS / COUNTRIES OF
THE WORLD

Russia’s Relations with the US, European Union, and NATO.

Russia participation in CIS, CSTO, EEU, SCO, BRICS.

Russia’s policy towards neighbours (Ukraine, Belarus, Georgia,
South Caucasus and Central Asian States).

Russia and Asia: India, China, Japan, Korea, Iran etc.

Russia and the UN.
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