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Course Objectives

The Soviet disintegration in 1991 led to the emergence of not just five independent countries —
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan - but a new geopolitical
region of Central Asia in the global arena. The hydrocarbon resources of these countries, the
9/11 terrorist attacks, and the subsequent instability in Afghanistan together with the rise of
China, have led to geopolitical and geo-economic contestation among great powers in what was
once called Mackinder’s Eurasian ‘Heartland’. The five independent countries are, however, not
passive objects but active players in this ‘New Great Game’ and are trying to maximize their
national interests. The connectivity projects and regional integration initiatives have created
greater scope for these states. The present course analyses these dynamics and the determinants,
objectives, and trajectory of the foreign policy of the five states.



Learning Outcomes

To highlight the geopolitical and geoeconomic (energy resources) importance of Central
Asia.

To acquaint the researcher with the strategic importance of the region for India’s military
and energy security.

To create an Indian perspective and approach toward great power competition in Central
Asia.

Evaluation Methods

Class performance, Assignments, Seminars, Mid-session examination (50%) End Semester
Exam (50%)

Course Content

1.

The Concept of Foreign Policy
Major Determinants of Foreign Policy of Central Asian Republics
Evolution and Growth of Foreign Policy of Central Asian States: A Historical Review

Foreign Policy of Central Asian States towards Select Countries: United States, European
Union, Russia, China, Turkey, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.

Central Asian States and India: Historical and Cultural Relations, Major Developments
since 1991, Trade, Connectivity and People to People Ties.

Inter-State Relations and Regional Cooperation Among Central Asian Republics

Globalization and Foreign Policy of Central Asian Countries.
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