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Course Objectives:

The course under study includes three former Soviet Baltic Republics: Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania. The course aims to study the social and political systems in the Baltic
states. It deals with the multidimensional systemic transition and the corresponding
structural developments in the Baltic societies. The course discusses the history of socio-
cultural and political developments in the Baltic states during the Tzarist and Soviet
periods to better understand the current transition. The role of cultural institutions such as
language, literature, educational system, family, religious organizations and customary
practices, and media and law is significant in the past and present systemic transition of
nearly two decades. It explores the role that class, gender, race, religion, ethnicity and
nationalism play in the Baltic societies' political, cultural and social life. It looks into the
Baltic states' security perceptions and foreign policies with particular reference to Russia,
EU, US, post-Soviet states, India and intra-Baltic relations. The course follows an
interdisciplinary approach and draws theoretical insights from sociology, political
science, international politics, history, economics, philosophy, anthropology, linguistics,
etc., as the context of discussion requires.

Learning Outcomes:

The expected outcomes of the course are opportunities for students to acquire
knowledge of key historical events, understand the processes of social, political and
economic transformation in the Baltic region, and learn methodologies, techniques,
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interdisciplinary interaction and basic competencies required for conducting a Ph.D.
research.

Evaluation Methods

Class performance, Assignments, Seminars, Mid-session examination (50%) End Semester
Exam (50%)

Course Content

1.

Historical Setting

Baltic Nationalities, Ethnic, Linguistic, Cultural and Religious Diversities
Social, Political, Economic and Cultural Policies of the Russian Empire
towards the Baltic States

The Baltic States in the Interwar Period

Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, Second World War and Invasions

German Holocaust and Soviet Occupation

The Baltic States as Soviet Republics

Soviet Social, Political, Economic and Cultural Policies toward the Baltic
Republics

Representation of the Baltic States in Soviet Institutions, Communist Party
and Leadership

Perestroika and Glasnost, the Baltic Discontent and Struggle for Independence
(Singing Revolution)

Soviet Disintegration and Restoration of Independence

Systemic Transition

Nation Building, Democratic Transition and Transformation

Structural Reforms and Neoliberal Policies: Political, Economic, Social and
Cultural

Civil Society and Transnational Networks

External Influences: Globalization, Europeanization, Democratization,
Terrorism, International Institutions, etc

Social Consequences of Neoliberal Reforms

Identity Issues and Political Pluralism

Formation of Independent National Identity
Memory, History and Politics

Nationalism, Ethnicity and Minorities
Citizenship and Migration

Class, Gender and Conflict



e New Social Movements

4. Security Perceptions and Foreign Policies

e Geopolitical Position of the Baltic States

e Baltic States’ Security Perceptions and European Integration

e The Baltic States in Euro-Atlantic Security Structure and NATO’s Eastward
Expansion

e Foreign and Security Policies

e Energy and Environmental Security Issues

e Relations of the Baltic States with the US, Russia, European Union, Post-
Soviet States, Nordic countries, Britain and India

e Relations among the Baltic States
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