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Course Objectives 

 
The Caspian Region of CIS, comprising Russia, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan, has 

gained geo-strategic importance in recent years. Enormous hydrocarbon resources, the strategic 

location of this region and changing geo-political landscapes have increased the significance of 

the Caspian region. Apart from these above-mentioned factors, external state actors and internal 

political processes are in their own way shaping the identity of this emerging region. As there 

has been a growing demand for oil and gas in recent years, the emergence of this region is 

particularly significant for meeting the world’s energy needs. These elements act as catalyst for 

external powers to meddle in the internal affairs of the states in this part of world. It is not just 

the external state and non- state actors shaping this region's internal political dynamics of this 

region, socio- political systems within the regional states are also playing an equal important 

role 

The present course will also analyze the geopolitical developments that are taking place in the 

post-Soviet Eurasian space and their impact on the Caspian region. The protracted conflict in 

the Black Sea region along with the spillover impact of conflict within the three Central Asian 

countries namely Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan over the Caspian region, has also been 

dealt n the syllabus. The course also highlights India’s perspective on the multifaceted strategic 

and geopolitical developments that are taking place in the Caspian region. Similarly, in recent 
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years, the Caspian countries have been looking toward India as a major ‘power balancer’ in this 

region. 

 

Learning Outcomes 
 

The course looks at geopolitics, regional security, and democratisaton process from different 

theoretical perspectives. Through this course, students will be exposed to different facets of 

Caspian political and social systems like, the political culture and challenges posed by ethno-

nationalistic and radical fundamentalist forces to the political process. The course also locates 

energy security discourses in the framework of geopolitics, regional security and the political 

economy. The pipeline geopolitics and its impact on the securitisation process and the role of 

external actors in the region provide a context for understanding the regional security dynamics 

of the region. The course also highlights India’s role in the Caspian geopolitics. 

 

Evaluation Methods 

 

Class performance, Assignments, Seminars, Mid-session examination (50%) End Semester Exam 

(50%) 

 

Course Content 

 

1. Theorising Geopolitics, Regional Security and Democratisation 

 Significance of the Study of Geopolitics 

 Major Theories of Geopolitics 

 Correlating Geopolitics with Regional Security 

 Approaches to Regional Security 

 Regional Security, Democratic Process and Identity Formation. 

 Post- Soviet States and Nature of Democratisation. 

2. Caspian Region: An Introduction 

 Situating Caspian Region 

 Tsarist Russia and its Policy 

 Caspian Region during the Soviet Period 
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3. Emerging Socio-Political System 

 Emergence of New Independent States 

 Problems of Transition 

 Major Determinants of Democratisation: Geographic; Institutional; Socio-    

Cultural; Resource Factor 

4. Geopolitical Dynamics, Energy Security and External Actors 

 Nature of Energy Politics 

 Pipeline Routes 

 Role of Turkey, Iran, China, European Union and United States 

5. Conflicts and Resolution 

 Emergence of Radical Religious Groups 

 Ethno-National and Regional Conflicts 

 Regional Cooperation Mechanisms 

6.  Geopolitical developments in the post-Soviet Eurasian Space and its Impact on 

the Caspian Region 

 Impact of Conflicts in the Black Sea Region on the Caspian Geopolitics. 

 Central Asian security system and its repercussions on the Caspian Region 

7. India and the Caspian Geopolitics 

 
 Geo-cultural, Geopolitical and Geo-economic linkages 

Readings 

Books 

 

Akiner, Shirin, ed., (2004), The Caspian: Politics, Energy, Security, London:Routledge. 

 

Allison, Roy and Lena Johnson, eds., (2001), Central Asian Security: The NewInternational 

Context, London: Brooking Institution Press. 

 

Amirahmadi, Hoosang Amirahmadi, eds., (2000), The Caspian Region at a Cross Road, 

London: Macmillan. 

 

Ayub, Mohammed (1995), The Third World Security Predicament: State Making, 

Regional Conflict, and the International System, Boulder: Lynne Rienner. 
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Brzezinski, Zbigniew (1997), The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy and Its 

Geostrategic Imperatives, New York: Basic Books. 

Buzan, Barry, Ole Waever and Jaap de Wilder(1997), Security: A New Framework of 

Analyses, Boulder: Lynne Rienner. 

 
Buzan, Barry and Ole Waever (2003), Regions and Powers: The Structure of International 

Security, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Chufrin, Gennady, ed., (2001), The Security of the Caspian Sea Region, Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. 

 

Cooly, Alexander(2012) Great Games, Local Rules The New Great Power Contest in 

Central Asia,  OUP: New York. 

Cummings, Sally N.ed, (2002), Power and Change in Central Asia, London/New York: 

Routledge. 

 

Curzon, Geoge N. ( 1966), Persia and the Persian Question (vol,1-2), London: FrankCass. 

 

Dawisha, Karen and Bruce Parrot eds., (1997), Conflict, Cleavages and Change in Central 

Asia and Caucasus, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Dekmejian, R. Hrair and Hovan H. Simonian (2001), Troubled Waters: The Geopolitics of the 

Caspian Region, London: I.B. Tauris. 

 
Kaldor Mary, Terry Lynn Karl and Yahia Said. ed,,(2007), Oil Wars, ,London: Pluto Press. 

 

Mullerson, Rein (2007), Central Asia: A Chessboard and Player in the New Great 

Game, London: Kegan Paul 

 

Ro’I, Yaacov, ed., (2004), Democracy and Pluralism in Muslim Eurasia, London/New York: 

Frank Cass 

 

Sussex Matthew and Roger E. Kanet (2016) Russia, Eurasia and the new geopolitics of 

energy: confrontation and consolidation , London: Palgrave McMillan. 

Tuathail, Gearóid Ó, Simon Dalby, Paul Routledgei (eds),(2000) The Geopolitical 

Reader,London/New York: Routledge. 

 

Articles 

 
Akhmetov, A. (2015). Measuring the Security of External Energy Supply and Energy Exports 
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Demand in Central Asia, . International Journal of Energy Economic and Policy, vol. 5(4): 901–

909 

 

Aliyev, Huseyn (2014) “Civil society in the South Caucasus: kinship networks as obstacles to 

civil participation”, Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, Vol.14( 2): pp.263-282 

 

Allen, W. E. D., (1927), “New Political Boundaries in the Caucasus”, The Geographical 

Journal, vol. 69(5): 430-441. 

 

Anacker, Shonin.( 2004), “Geographies of Power in Nazarbayev’s Astana”, Eurasian Geography 

and Economics, vol. 45(7): 515-533. 

Åtland, Kristian (2021) “ Redrawing borders, reshaping ordrs: Russia’s quest for dominance in the 

Black Sea region,” European Security ,vol. 30,(2):.305-324 

 

Bassin, Mark and Konstantin E. Aksenov,(2006), “Mackinder and the Heartland Theory in Post-

Soviet Geopolitical Discourse”, Geopolitics, vol.11(1):99-118. 

 

Blank, Stephen. (1996), “Russian Policy and Central Asian Energy, Economics and Security 

Prospects”, Central Asian Survey, vol.15 (3/4):369-86. 

 

Bolukbasi, Suha. (1998), “The Controversy over the Caspian Sea Mineral Resources: 

Conflicting Perceptions, Clashing Interests”, Europe-Asia Studies, vol.50 (3): 397-414. 

 

Bruce Ware Robert & Enver Kisriev (2002) “Prospects for political stability and economic 

development in Dagestan,” Central Asian Survey, vol.21(2):  143-156. 

 

Busygina Irina and Mikhail Filippov (2020) “Russia, Post-Soviet Integration, and the EAEU: 

The Balance between Domination and Cooperation”, Problems of Post- Communism, 

vol.68(1):.1-11 

 

Carol, Skalnik Leff( 1999), “Democratization and Disintegration in Multinational States: The 

Breakup of the Communist Federations”, World Politics, vol.51(2):205-235. 

 

Cornell Svante E. (1998) “Religion as a factor in Caucasian conflicts”, Civil Wars, vol. 1(3): 46-

64. 

 

Cornell, Svante E. (2002), “Autonomy as a Source of Conflict: Caucasian Conflicts in 

Theoretical Perspective”. World Politics, vol.54 (2): 245-276. 

 

Contessi, Nicola P (2018) “Foreign Policy Diversification and Intercontinental Transport 

Corridors: The Case of Kazakhstan’s Railways Diplomacy” , Europe-Asia Studies, 

vol.70(5):759-790, 

 

Cutler, Robert M.(2021) “ The Trans-Caspian Gas Pipeline for Peace-building in the South 

 

Caucasus”, Policy Brief, https://behorizon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Policy-Brief- obert-

M-Cutler_Trans-Caspian-Gas-Pipeline-Peace-building-South- Caucasus_20210126.pdf 

https://behorizon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Policy-Brief-obert-M-Cutler_Trans-Caspian-Gas-Pipeline-Peace-building-South-Caucasus_20210126.pdf
https://behorizon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Policy-Brief-obert-M-Cutler_Trans-Caspian-Gas-Pipeline-Peace-building-South-Caucasus_20210126.pdf
https://behorizon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Policy-Brief-obert-M-Cutler_Trans-Caspian-Gas-Pipeline-Peace-building-South-Caucasus_20210126.pdf
https://behorizon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Policy-Brief-obert-M-Cutler_Trans-Caspian-Gas-Pipeline-Peace-building-South-Caucasus_20210126.pdf
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Deutsch,Karl W. (1961), “Social Mobilization and Political Development”, The American 

Political Science Review, vol. 55( 3):493-514. 

 

Domjan, P., & Stone, M. (2010).” A comparative study of resource nationalism in Russia   and 

Kazakhstan 2004–2008.”Europe-Asia Studies, vol. 62(1): 35–62 

 

Dugin, Alexander(2015) “Eurasia in the War of Networks”, Journal of Eurasian Affairs, 

vol.3(1):.5-14,http://www.eurasianaffairs.net/category/journal-of-eurasian-affairs-vol-3- num 

 

Enrique, Palazuelos, Rafael Fernández (2012) “Kazakhstan: Oil endowment and oil 

empowerment’” Communist and Post-Communist Studies, vol..45(1-2: .27-37. 

 

Ergun, Ayça, (2010)“Post-Soviet Political Transformation in Azerbaijan: Political Elite, Civil 

Society and The Trials of Democratization” International Relations, vol. 7(26): 67- 85 

 

Gaddis, John Lewis. (1992-1993), “International Relations Theory and the End of the Cold 

War”, International Security, vol. 17(no. 3):5-58. 

 

German, Tracey (2012) “The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia: 

Security Issues in the Caucasus”, Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, vol.32(.2): 216-229, 

 

Gray, Colin S. (2004), “In Defence of the Heartland: Sir Halford Mackinder and His Critics a 

Hundred Years On”, Comparative Strategy, vol.23 (1):9-25. 

 

Guliyev Farid & Andrea Gawrich (2021) “NATO vs. the CSTO: security threat perceptions and 

responses to secessionist conflicts in Eurasia”, Post-Communist Economies, vol. 33( 2-3):.283-

304 

 

Gurbanov Sarvar , Jeffrey B. Nugent and Jeyhun Mikayilov , “Management of Oil Revenues: 

Has That of Azerbaijan Been Prudent?”, Economies, Vol. 5, No. 19, pp.1-20 

 

Gurr, Ted Robert. (1994), “Peoples against States: Ethnopolitical Conflict and the Changing 

World System” International Studies Quarterly, vol.38(3):347-377. 

 

Heradstveit, Daniel (2001), “Azerbaijan and the role of the Western oil industry Ownership of 

Oil and Gas Resources in the Caspian Sea”, Central Asian Survey, vol.20 (3): 261-288. 

 

Huntington, Samuel P. 1971. “The Change to Change: Modernization, Development, and 

Politics”, Comparative Politics, vol. 3(3): 283-322. 

 

Hyndman, Jennifer. (2004), “Revisiting Mackinder 1904–2004”, The Geographical Journal, 

vol.170, (4): 380-383. 

 

Jaffe, Amy Myers and Robert Manning, (1998-99), “The Myth of the Caspian ‘Great Game: 

The Real Geopolitics of Energy”. Survival, vol. 40( 4): 112-129 

 

http://www.eurasianaffairs.net/category/journal-of-eurasian-affairs-vol-3-
http://www.eurasianaffairs.net/category/journal-of-eurasian-affairs-vol-3-
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Kaushik Devendra. (1999), “The New Geopolitics of Central Asia: Russia, China and India”, 

Contemporary Central Asia, vol.3 (2): 13-21. 

 

Kristof, Ladis K. D. (1960), “The Origins and Evolution of Geopolitics: The Geography of 

Conflict”, The Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol. 4(1):15-51. 

 

Kubicek, Paul (2013) “ Energy politics and geopolitical competition in the Caspian Basin”, 

Journal of Eurasian Studies, vol. 4( 2): 171-180 

Lewis, David(2018) “ Geopolitical Imaginaries in Russian Foreign Policy: The Evolution of 

‘Greater Eurasia’”, Europe-Asia Studies, vol.70(10): 1612-1637. 

 

Licínia Simão,(2013) “ (In)security in Post-Soviet Eurasia: Contributions from Critical Security 

Studies” cadernos CES [Online],URL :http://journals.openedition.org/eces/1582 

; DOI : https://doi.org/10.4000/eces.1582 

 

Lipset, Seymour Martin. (1959), “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic 

Development and Political Legitimacy”, The American Political Science Review, vol. 53(1): 69-

105. 

 

Lottholz, Philipp & Thorsten Bonacker (2022) “Understanding the Post-Imperial Politics of 

Security, Stability and Ordering in Central Asia: An Introduction”, Europe-Asia Studies, 

vol.74(2): 179-193 

 

Loughlin John O’, Gearo´ Id O´ Tuathail & Vladimir Kolossova, (2004), ‘Risky Westward 

Turn’? Putin’s 9–11 Script and Ordinary Russians”, Europe-Asia Studies, vol. 56(1): 3-34. 

 

Mackinder, H.J.(1904), “The Geographical Pivot of History”, The Geographical Journal, vol.23 

(4): 298-321. 

 

Manning, Robert A . 2000, “The Myth of the Caspian Great Game and the “New Persian Gulf”, 

The Brown Journal of World Affairs, vol. vii( 2): 15-32.. 

 

Markedonov, Sergey M. & Maxim A. Suchkov (2020) “Russia and the United States in the 

Caucasus: cooperation and competition”, Caucasus Survey, vol.8(2):.179-195. 

 

Mcnabb, James Brian. (2006), “The Unanticipated Utility of U.S. Security Structures: Avoiding 

Cold War II in Central Asia”. Comparative Strategy, vol.25 (4): 307-327. 

 

Meinig, Donald W. (1956.) “Heartland and Rimland in Eurasian History”, The Western Political 

Quarterly, vol. 9(3): 553-69. 

 

Moll, Kenneth L. (1963), “A. T. Mahan, American Historian”, Military Affairs, vol. 27(3): 131-

140. 

 

Nazrin Mehdiyeva,( 2003), “Azerbaijan and its foreign policy Dilemma”, Asian 

Affairs,vol.34(3): 271-285. 

 

http://journals.openedition.org/eces/1582
http://journals.openedition.org/eces/1582
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