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Course Objectives

This course explores the Politics and Society of the South-Caucasian states. It aims to provide
the students with an advanced and nuanced understanding of the Politics and Society of
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia (South Caucasian States). The primary focus of the course
shall be to introduce the students to contemporary history after the formation of these three
new and independent states after the disintegration of the USSR. It will also enable students
to acquire in-depth knowledge and an understanding of state-society relations, with a focus
on minorities in the region. The Course will help students acquire knowledge of the state-
society relations, governance and politics of these states. This will help students to hone up
their critical understanding of the issues in the region to help them find the research themes to
pursue Ph D in this region.

The Intended Learning Outcomes

a) Developing the understanding of history, politics, society, the conflicts zones in the
region,

b) Importance and influence of neighbouring states of the countries of the region
(Russia, Turkiye and Iran),

c) an in-depth inquiry into a topic of their interest pertaining to the region, and

d) develop analytical perspectives that tend to dispel myths and stereotypes of the
region.



Evaluation Methods

Class performance, Assignments, Seminars, Mid-session examination (50%) End Semester
Exam (50%)

Course Content

Section-I- South Caucasus-History

This section discusses the history of the region from the Russian Empire onwards to the
Soviet Period. It discusses the evolution of the region as autonomous unit(s) within the
Russian and Soviet influences.

i) South Caucasus in the Russian Empire, its transformation during the Soviet
Period.

Section-11- Formation of the National Identity

This part is dedicated to tracing the development of a trajectory of political and
national identity and the process of ‘otherisation’ that happened within the boundaries
defined during the Russian Empire and the Soviet Period.

i) Post-Independence Political Trajectory,
iii) National Identity and State Building,

Section-I11- The Conflicts in the region

Post 1991 period was marred by numerous ethnic conflicts within the region,
each looking for a political space of their own. This section deals with the background of
the conflicts and how they have shaped the politics of the region vis-a-vis their extended
neighbourhood.

iv) Conflicts in the region and their resolutions,
V) Relations with their neighbouring states and the extended neighbourhood.
vi) Extra regional intervention in the region (NATO, OSCE, EU),

Section-1V: The Social Issues
The new socio-political realities post their independence have been varied. This section

deals as to how have the new realities post-1991 shaped up the region and how they are
being addressed.



vii)  Gender, family and religion,
viii)  Migration and diasporas.
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