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Centre for Russian and Central Asian Studies 

School of International Studies, JNU 

 

 

Course (MA/Ph.D): Ph.D 

Course Title: Russian Security Policy and Strategy 

Course Type(Core/Optional):Optional  

Course Teacher: Dr. Vaishali Krishna  

Credits: Four 

Contact Hours: 2 per week 

Course Code: SE630 

 

Course Objectives 

 

The main objective of the course is to provide an in-depth understanding of the Russian 

security policy that combines elements of the past and the future besides familiarising with 

the security strategy guiding Russia’s relations with the rest of the world. It will, therefore, 

cover not only Russia’s centuries-old history, rich cultural heritage and military might but 

also focus on the role it plays in the world as a major power to wield influence and expand its 

global footprint with the help of its great economic, science-technological and military 

potential. The course will also highlight the significance of Russia’s unique strategic location 

on the Eurasian landscape in addition to highlighting its being a prominent and influential 

member of the nuclear club, holding a permanent seat on the UN Security Council and 

maintaining some influence in the post-Soviet space. Since the national security policy of 

Russia aims to ensure security of the individual, society and state against external 

andinternalthreats,thecoursewilldealwithRussia’seffortsforglobalcollaborationtoensureits 

internal security besides promoting global and regional security. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

On completion of the course, the students will be able to acquire an in-depth knowledge of 

variousdimensionsoftheRussiansecuritypolicybesidesbecomingfamiliarwiththesecurity 

strategythatguidesRussia’srelationswiththerestoftheworld.Thestudentswillalsohavea clear 

understanding of the Russian security policy in a theoretical perspective. The course will also 

enable the students to grasp the significance of the Russian security policy and the strategy 

adopted to ensure the well-being of the individual, society and state against external and 

internal threats. The students will be able to analyse the implications of Russia’s security 

policy and strategy for promoting global and regional security. 

 

Evaluation Method 

Sessional work (50%) and End semester examination (50%). 

Course Content 

Section I: Concept of Security: Theoretical Approaches 

(a) Traditional and Non Traditional Concepts of Security 
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(b) Rationalism (Realism,Liberalism),Reflectivism(Marxism,Neo-Marxism), 

Constructivism. 

(c) Soviet Concept of Security. 

(d) Security Thinking in Post-Soviet Russia. 

Section II: Dimensions of Russian Security Policy 

(a) Politico-Diplomatic dimension 

(b) Economic dimension 

(c) Military dimension 

(d) Social dimension including health security 

Section III: National Security Concept of Russia 

(a) National interest 

(b) Internal threats to National Security 

(c) External threats to National Security 

(d) Ways and Means to ensure National Security 

Section IV: Russian Security Strategy towards Major Powers 

(a) USA 

(b) The European Union 

(c) China 

(d) India 

 

Readings: 

Booth, Ken, Theory of World Security, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2007. 

Buzan, Barry, People, States and Fear: The National Security Problem in 

International Relations, Transasia Publishers, New Delhi,1987. 

 

Chenoy, Anuradha M. and Rajan Kumar, Re-emerging Russia: Structures, Institutions 

and Processes, Palgrave Macmillan, Singapore, 2017. 

 

Chufrin, Gebbadt, Russia and Asia: The Emerging Security Agenda, Oxford 

University Press, London, 1999. 

 

Crutcher,MichaelH.,ed.,RussianNationalSecurity:Perceptions,Policies,and Prospects, 

Centre for Strategic Leadership, U.S. Army War College, Carlisle, 2001. 

 

Dannreuther, Roland and John Peterson, eds., Security Strategy and Transatlantic 

Relations, Routledge, Abingdon, 2006. 

 

Deshpande,Sanjay, ed.,Two Decades of Re-Emerging Russia: Issues and Challenges, 

KW Publishers, New Delhi, 2015. 

 

Edele, Mark , The Soviet Union : A Short History, John Wiley & Sons, 2018. 
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Freire, M. and R. Kanet, eds.,Russia and its Near Neighbours, Palgrave Macmillan, 

Singapore, 2012. 

Galeotti, Mark, ed.,The Politics of Security in Modern Russia, Ashgate, Surrey, 2010. 

Giles, Keir, Moscow Rules: What Drives Russia to Confront the West, Brookings 

Institution Press, Washington DC., 2019. 

Gomart, Thomas, Russian Civil-military Relations: Putin's Legacy, Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace, Washington DC, 2008. 

Haas, Marcel De, Russia’s Foreign Security Policy in the 21stcentury: Putin, 

Medvedev and beyond, Routledge, Abingdon, 2010. 

Haas, Marcel De, Russian Security and Air Power, 1992-2002: The Development of 

Russian Security thinking under Yeltsin and Putin and its consequences for the air 

forces, Frank Cass, Abingdon, 2004. 

Haslam, Jonathan, Russia’s Cold War: From the October Revolution to the Fall of the 

Wall, Yale University Press, 2012. 

Hedenskog, Jakob et.al, eds., Russia as a Great Power: Dimensions of Security under 

Putin, Routledge, Abingdon, 2005. 

Hicks, Kathleen H. and Lisa Sawyer Samp, eds., Recalibrating U.S. Strategy toward 

Russia: A New Time for Choosing, Rowman & Littlefield, Lanham, 2017. 

Hough, Peter, et.al, International Security Studies, Routledge, Abingdon, 2015. 

 

Jonsson, Oscar, The Russian Understanding of War: Blurring the Lines between War 

and Peace, George Town University Press, Washington DC, 2019. 

 

Kagan, F. and R. Higham, The Military History of Tsarist Russia, Palgrave, New 

York, 2002. 

 

Kanet, Roger E and Rémi Piet, eds., Shifting Priorities in Russia’s Foreign and 

Security Policy, Ashgate, Surrey, 2014. 

 

Kanet, Roger E., ed., Routledge Handbook of Russian Security, Routledge, Abingdon, 

2019. 

 

Kugler, Richard L., Policy Analysis in National Security Affairs: New Methods for a 

new era, National Defence University Press, Washington DC, 2006. 

 

Kuzio, Tarasand Paul D’ Anieri,The Sources of Russia’s Great power Politics: 

Ukraine and the Challenge to the European Order, E-International relations, 2018. 

Lo, Bobo, Russia and the New World Disorder, Brookings Institution Press, 

Washington, DC, 2015. 
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Nation, Craig R. Black Earth, Red Star: A History of Soviet Security Policy, 1917- 

1991, Cornell University Press, Ithaka, New York, 1992. 

Nation, R. Craig and Dmitrii Trenin, Russian Security Strategy Under Putin: U.S. and 

Russian Perspectives, Strategic Studies Institute, U.S. Army War College, 2007. 

Pandey, Sanjay and Ankur Yadav, “Contextualizing India- Russia 

Relations”, International Studies,53 (3-4): July 2016, pp. 227-257. 

Patnaik, Ajay, Central Asia: Geopolitics, Security and Stability, Routledge, 

Abingdon, 2016. 

Patnaik, Ajay, Russian Civilization, F.K. Publications, 2007. 

Rekha, Chandra, India-Russia Post-Cold War Relations: A New Epoch of 

Cooperation, Routledge, Abingdon, 2017. 

Sakwa, Richard, Russia against the Rest: The Post-Cold War Crisis of World Order, 

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2017. 

Snetkov, Aglaya, Russia's Security Policy under Putin: A Critical Perspective, 

Routledge, Abingdon, 2015. 

Stephen J. Blank, Threats to Russian Security: The View from Moscow, Strategic 

Studies Institute, U.S. Army War College, Carlisle, 2000. 

Stubbs,  Eric, Soviet Foreign Economic Policy and International Security, Routledge, 

1992. 

 

Wilson, Jeanne Lorraine, Strategic Partners: Russian-Chinese Relations in the Post- 

Soviet Era, M.E. Sharpe, Armonk, 2004. 

 

Wolfers, Arnold, Discord and Collaboration: Essays on International Politics, John 

Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, 1962. 

 

Yilmaz, Salih, Putin Era Russia’s Foreign Policy and Security Doctrines, Ilbilge, 

Ankara, 2020. 

 

Zuckerman, Fredric S., The Tsarist Secret Police and Russian Society,1880-1917, 

New York University Press, New York, 1996. 

 

Additional Readings: 

 

Akaha, Tsuneo and Anna Vassilieva, eds., Russia and East Asia: Informal and 

Gradual Integration, Routledge, Abingdon, 2014. 

 

Arbatov, Alekseĭ Georgievichet.al, eds., Russia and the West:The21stCentury 

Security Environment, M.E. Sharpe, Armonk, 1999. 
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Bevir, Mark, Oliver Daddow and Ian Hall, eds., Interpreting Global Security, 

Routledge, Abington, 2014. 

Blakkisrud,  Helge and Elana Wilson Rowe, eds., Russia’s Turn to the East: Domestic 

Policymaking and Regional Cooperation, Palgrave Macmillan, Singapore, 2018. 

Gorodetsky, Gabriel, ed., Russia Between East and West: Russian Foreign Policy on 

the Threshold of the Twenty-First Century, Frank Cass Publishers, Abingdon, 2003. 

Kanet, Roger E., ed., The Russian Challenge to the European Security Environment, 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2017. 

Mank off, Jeffrey, Russian Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics, 

Rowman & Littlefield Publishing, 2012. 

Patnaik, Ajay, Central Asia: Geopolitics, Security and Stability, Routledge, 

Abingdon, 2016. 

Ponsard, Lionel, Russia, NATO and Cooperative Security: Bridging the Gap, 

Routledge, Abingdon, 2007. 

Šleivyte, Janina, Russia's European Agenda and the Baltic States, 

Routledge, Abingdon, 2010. 

Wegren, Stephen K., Russia's Policy Challenges: Security, Stability and 

Development, Routledge, Abingdon, 2015. 
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