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Course Objectives: The course seeks to impart a comprehensive understanding of Israel and
its foreign and domestic policies. Tracing the historical evolution of the Jewish national
aspirations, it seeks to locate the emergence of Israel within the modern West Asian context
and its aftermaths. It offers a comprehensive understanding of the foreign and security policies
of Israel and their ramifications on the domestic debates over democracy, religion, military and
other issues. The course would also involve in-person or online engagements with Israeli
scholars.

Learning Outcomes: a. The students would be able to comprehend domestic and foreign
policy dynamics of Israel, a country of considerable importance to India, b. The students would
be able relate and draw parallels with India’s own experiences; and c. Through robust
engagements with Israel scholars, the course seeks a place among their peer groups in the
world.

Evaluation Method: Sessional work and semester examination

Course Content
Unit I: Historical background:
a. Jews in the Diaspora, origin and evolution of Zionist ideology

Unit Il: Formation of the State of Israel
a. Jewish national Home, Balfour Declaration, partition of Palestine, Declaration
of independence.
Unit I11: Arab-Israeli conflicts and peace making:
a. Origin, progression and consequences of the wars of 1948. 1956, 1967, 1973,
1981 and Intifadas; Gaza Wars (2008-09, 2012, 2014, 2021)
b. The successes and failures of the process of peace-making
Armistice agreement 1948-49; Sinai | and Il accords; Israeli-Egypt Camp David
Accord; Madrid peace process; Oslo Agreement; Israel-Jordan Peace treaty;
Wye River agreement. Abraham Accords
c. Israel’s foreign policy and relations with the US, Russia, EU, great powers and
India

Unit IV: Government and politics:
a. Knesset Elections (1948-2022), coalition politics, electoral reforms

Unit V: Internal tensions in Israel



a. Civil-military relations; secular-religious differences; problems of immigration;
Gender debates; Protest Movements; Arab citizens of Israel; Economic policies
and reforms
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Unit V: Internal tensions: Arabs Community
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