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Objectives:

West Asia & North Africa (WANA) is one of the world’s worst conflict zones. Apart from the
Arab-Israeli conflict, which dominates regional politics, WANA is beset with a number of intra-
and inter-state conflicts. While some of them fall in the category of high-intensity conflicts,
others are either dormant or recurrent or protracted low-intensity variety. The course aims to
provide students with an in-depth, interdisciplinary understanding of conflict-causation, conflict
structure and process, and challenges to conflict resolution and conflict transformation.

Learning Outcomes:

Given its interdisciplinary nature, the Course will enhance analytical skills among students to
undertake research specific to WANA as well as in the field of conflict & peace study. Besides,
familiarity with the conflict —resolution strategies will also enable students to explore career
options in government, corporate sector, media outlets, think-tanks, NGOs and INGOs.

Course Content

Unit-1: Conflict Analysis

Conflict Structure; Conflict Process & Stages of Conflict Expansion

Unit-11: Conflict Resolution

Peace Making and Peace Building; Facilitation; Mediation & Negotiation;
Conflict Management & Conflict Settlement; Conflict Transformation; Post-Conflict
Reconstruction & Reconciliation

Unit-111: Conflict Formation in West Asia & North Africa



Historical Process of State-building; Weak-state Structure; National Identity Construction;
Boundary/territorial Delineation; Dependency-structured Economy; Regional Power
Configuration; External Penetration; Problem of Water Sharing

Unit-1V: Conflict Types and Actors

Intra-and Inter-State Conflict: Civil War in Lebanon, Algeria, Syria & Libya; Kurdish
Insurgency in Turkey; Irag-Iran War & Irag-Kuwaiti Conflict

Regional Conflict: Arab-Israel & Cyprus
Unit -V: Conflict Prevention and Conflict Resolution in WANA

Peacemaking & Peacekeeping: Role of the UN, US and Regional Organizations
Post-Conflict Reconstruction & Peace-building in Iraq
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