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Course Objectives: This course aims at discussing Gulf energy and its importance in world
politics. This course intends to contextualize Gulf energy in the world energy map with a
comparative perspective. Energy is the lifeline of modern civilization. As per the projection,
world’s energy demand will reach 16.3 billion tonnes of oil equivalent by 2030. Since 2002,
world primary energy consumption has increased by 8 per cent, with oil demand by 5.2 per
cent. No doubt, fossil fuel will occupy the pre dominant position. Oil, gas and coal will
occupy 81 per cent of energy demand. The importance of Gulf energy is well accounted.
West Asia and North Africa region has 61 per cent of the world’s proven oil reserves and 45
per cent of gas reserves. More specifically, Gulf region alone has more than 47 per cent of oil
reserves and 37 per cent of gas reserves. The overwhelming impact of gulf energy on world
politics is to be examined at length in the course. Without Gulf energy, world energy security
cannot be achieved.

This course would also highlight the pertinent questions and concepts of energy crisis and
energy security. World is prone to face energy crisis again and again. Thus the concept of
energy security occupies global importance. Not only the reserves or production, but security
of uninterrupted energy supply is the most important component of energy security. Growing
Hydro-carbon energy demands come from mostly developing, e.g. Japan, China, India—
which are highly dependent on Gulf energy. Japan’s 80 per cent of energy supply comes from
the Gulf, simultaneously India’s more than 70 per cent and by 2015 China’s 70 per cent of
energy supply are also from the Gulf. Though, basically interplay of demand and supply
determines the market forces or energy price. But world energy politics goes beyond demand
and supply, beyond quota and swing producer, beyond non-renewable/ exhaustible energy
stake. Simultaneously, how world politics is reacting towards Gulf energy is also a matter of
concern. The unfolding political dynamics of world politics revolves around Gulf energy. It is
indeed an interesting subject to study. The course would examine Gulf energy only in this
context. Basic objective of this course is to provide a better understanding of Gulf energy and
its significance in world politics.

Learning Outcome: After completing this course, students will have good understanding
about the Gulf energy and its impact on world politics. This course will also make students
aware of some of the important basic concepts of hydro-carbon energy, relevant in day to day
life, e.g. energy efficiency etc.

Evaluation Methods: Term paper, Session Assignments and End Semester Examination.

Course Contents:
l. World Energy Trends---Gulf Energy and the World-----World Energy Market



a. World Energy Trends; Brief Overview, Primary Energy Mix, Dominant Position
of Oil and Gas, Reserve vs. Production.

b. Gulf Energy and the World: Energy Profile of Gulf Countries: Iran, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, U.A.E., Irag. Locating Gulf energy in World Energy map in
comparison to other countries.

c. World Energy Market: Demand vs. Supply, Security of Supply, Concept of
Energy Security, From Energy Security to Energy Independence. Energy Routes:
Pipelines, Chokepoints, Largest Market for Gulf Energy----Asian Energy Market.

I1. Politics of Energy: The Politicization of Gulf Oil
a. Politics of Energy; Beyond Demand and Supply: Case study of U.S.A., Russia
and Turkey.
b. Politicization of Gulf Qil; Oil as a Weapon, Oil Cartel: OPEC, OAPEC.

I11. Energy Linkages: Energy -- Economy--- Polity
a. Energy—Economy--Polity
b. Production vs. Allocation; Rentier state; Energy and Authoritarian Nature of the
State; Nationalization of Oil; Oil vs. Democracy Debate.

V1. World Energy Security and Gulf Energy
a. Position of Gulf Energy in World Energy Security with special references to China,
Japan and India.

IV.  Gulf Energy and Climate Change
a. Impact of Gulf oil and gas on the climate change.
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